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“The past is no lon-
ger an appropriate guide
to future conditions,” the
plan stated, “and immedi-
ate and long-term prepara-

tion and proactive adapta- 2

Photos by Katie Frankowicz/The Daily Astorian
Visitors to Ecola State Park set up to take photos. The park is a popular tourist destination, but
a trail that connects to Indian Beach has been closed because of a landslide.
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tion to the consequences of [+ #

climate change is necessary
at all levels throughout (the
department).”

The response plan cau-
tioned park managers to
consider not only how peo-
ple access and enjoy a site,
but also how messages and
stories about sites might
need to change over time.
Some parks are working
to better educate visitors
about how human activi-
ties like climbing or carving
into crumbling coastal cliffs
exacerbates erosion that
may already be accelerated
by climate change.

Despite the awareness of
the possible impacts of cli-
mate change, many of the
management plans for parks
in the Nehalem Bay Man-
agement Unit are old. They
do not include references
to climate change, or rec-
ommendations on concrete,
site-specific  steps  parks
like Ecola or Nehalem Bay
should take to withstand cli-
mate-related shifts.

“Park plans done up
through the early 2000s
didn’t actively incorporate
the influences of sea-level
change, storms and erosion,
and earthquakes (and) tsuna-
mis,” Havel said, “and now
they do.”

For instance, a 2012
campground proposal for
Cape Lookout State Park,
south of Tillamook, noted
that trees at campgrounds
were dying from saltwater
intrusion and needed to be
replaced with plants able to
thrive in a changing environ-
ment. There is a long-term
plan to relocate the camp-
ground inland within park
boundaries and allow areas
that have to be abandoned to
return to a natural state.

But a management plan
for Nehalem Bay State Park
completed in 2009 includes
maps that sketch out a kind
of dream sheet for the park,
including new campgrounds
and new trails — all in a
place likely to suffer both
from rising sea level and a
Cascadia Subduction Zone
earthquake and tsunami.
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Beachcombers left behind a crab shell on driftwood at Nehalem
Bay State Park. The popular campground and recreational site
is ripe for growth, but is vulnerable to the effects of climate
change and natural disasters like a Cascadia Subduction Zone

earthquake and tsunami.

At the time the plan was
drafted, the park had been
identified as one of two on
the North Coast with room
to expand camping facilities
“to help meet the growing
unmet demand.”

Nehalem Bay was the
parks department’s third
most popular park in terms
of the number of overnight
stays last year. Fort Ste-
vens State Park was number
one with 279,432 overnight
stays.

General concerns about
sea-level rise, global warm-
ing and natural disasters
were raised during public
comment periods and listed
in a summary of key issues
in the plan. Still, if that man-
agement plan were drafted
today — nearly a decade
later — it would likely look
very different. There are lit-
tle adjustments Cox and
park planners can make,
though. Given newer infor-
mation about both climate
change and natural disasters,
some of the recreation trails
proposed at Nehalem Bay
are being reworked as evac-
uation routes.

Beach accesses and hik-
ing trails that already exist
can’t be easily — or cheaply
— moved at random to
accommodate new concerns.
But where erosion or land-
slides have damaged parks,
planners are now looking
at ways to incorporate what
they know about climate
impacts. In some cases,
a trail might be rerouted
instead of just repaired.

No real certainty
At Fort Stevens, outside
Hammond, park rangers

track changing sand con-
ditions and there has been
a push to try to bring more
battery-powered equip-
ment on board. The park
is experimenting with its
first electric-powered rid-
ing mower. If it’s possible
to go with a smaller-sized
vehicle or something elec-
tric-powered, in general,
“we do that where histori-
cally we may have bought
gas,” said park manager
Justin Parker.

Park managers still face
one big problem, though.
There is no real certainty
about exactly how or
when climate change will
hit any given area within
a park. Impacts can vary
between even neighboring
sites based on any num-
ber of conditions: The
presence or absence of
streams, or old, slow-mov-
ing landslides.  Sharp,
steep cliffs versus an area
that transitions into soft
dunes.

The state has tried to get
ahead of recreation trends
and demographic informa-
tion. When it comes to the
impacts of climate change,
however, park managers
find they may have to wait
and see what actually hap-
pens at a park first.

At Arcadia Beach, it
took park staff some time
before they realized they
really couldn’t go back
and repair the same access,
cross their fingers and hope
the next winter would be
calmer.

The  waiting, Cox
said, “flies in the face of
everything that we want
to do.”

Project: Heath secured two of
the 1nitial 277 grants for Astoria
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demolition and fixing up an
upstairs mezzanine where
Fitzpatrick hopes to add a
retailer such as a clothing
store.

Fitzpatrick and Holen had
initially hoped to open the
marketplace late last year,
but have since shied away
from providing a timeline.

“It will extend the com-
pletion (date) but result in a
better product,” Fitzpatrick
said of the state grant.

The Oregon Main Street
Revitalization program was
created by the state Leg-
islature in 2015 using lot-
tery-backed bonds to encour-
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age economic development.

Heath secured two of the
initial 27 grants for Asto-
ria, including $100,000 to
help turn the former Wal-

Edward Stratton/The Daily Astorian
A $150,000 state grant will help restore the Duane Street
facade of the former J.C. Penney Co. store.

dorf Hotel next to City Hall
into workforce housing, and
$53,000 to restore the stucco
facade, shingles and roof of
the Riviera Building.
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Era: One customer leaves carrier
fresh produce in the newspaper tube
- ‘
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area, where she’s been
delivering papers since the
mid-1990s.

Over the years, she has
seen the papers she deliv-
ered five times a week start
at 300, grow to 350 and
shrink to 200 as her cus-
tomers aged.

“The younger ones
are going on these new
machines,” Betterton said.
“I don’t have a cellphone.
I don’t have a computer.
I know nothing about
them.”

What Betterton does
know is reliability as a car-
rier and the relationships
she’s built over time. Many
of her customers eagerly
await her visits as a chance
to socialize. Some bring
her snacks and drinks on a
hot day. One customer who
has a garden leaves her
fresh produce in the news-
paper tube.

“It’s like a tip they give
me,” she said.

At 78, Betterton is the
second-oldest carrier for
The Daily Astorian. Her
daughter and granddaugh-

ter have also both worked
as carriers.

Jeremy Feldman, the
circulation manager for
The Daily Astorian, said
carriers range in age from
25 to 80 but trend older,
with about two-thirds at
retirement age. Together,
they have delivered papers
to 46 routes across Clat-
sop County and on Wash-
ington’s Long  Beach
Peninsula.

“It’s sad to see the carri-
ers go away ... but I think
it’s necessary to continue
regular delivery and con-
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Elleda Wilson/The Daily Astorian
Joan Betterton is one of more than 20 carriers for The Daily
Astorian who will deliver their last papers today.

sistent delivery,” he said.

The carriers were a
good workforce, Feldman
said, but it was becoming
increasingly difficult in a
tight job market to find new
ones for a part-time gig as
an independent contractor.

Betterton said it’s the
customers she’ll miss the
most, along with fellow
carriers, some of whom
she’s worked with for
decades.

“I wish they all have a
happy life, and I’'m going to
miss them,” she said. “I’ve
had really nice people.”

Carrier: First week on the job was rocky
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Nicholas was born and
raised in Taylorville. In
school, her favorite class
was the chorus, a passion
she has carried with her
through her life. At 16, she
got married, and a few years
later started a family on a
property just 50 feet away
from her childhood home.

“I love (that) it’s in the
country,” she said. “I can
have my chickens and my
kitties. It’s a pretty nice
neighborhood for the most
part.”

Nicholas worked at a
hotel for about 13 years
until her mother-in-law
asked if she would be inter-
ested in taking over her
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newspaper route.

Her first week on the job
was rocky. She decided to
do the route in the oppo-
site direction of her moth-
er-in-law, meaning read-
ers who used to get their
newspapers first were now
receiving the news later in
the day.

At one home, a man was
so mad that he greeted her
by beating the newspaper
tube in his front yard wear-
ing onlyhis underwear.
She remembers driving up
slowly and handing him his
paper.

“He never did
again,” she laughed.

But Nicholas also got
to watch the toddlers, who
she would see playing in

that

the yard two decades ago,
grow up and start subscrib-
ing to the newspaper them-
selves at their own homes.

She got so close to one
customer, she would make
a point to give her a call
five minutes in advance of
her arrival, so she could
come to the door and wave.
She attended another cus-
tomer’s funeral.

“I just love all the people
out there,” she said.

Nicholas isn’t sure what
is next for her, but she said
she is going to miss all of the
customers, many of whom
she considers friends.

“The paper route has
been one of the more fun
things I’ve ever done,” she
said.
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