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COOS BAY — The 
headland that looks out over 
the ocean entrance to Coos 
Bay has been given a rather 
descriptive name by local 
fi shermen.

“We call it Chickenshit 
Point,” says Nick Edwards, 
chuckling.

Perhaps it’s because the 
people watching from up on 
the hill aren’t considered as 
brave as those on the boats 
crossing the dangerous Coos 
Bay bar below.

“A lot of us will come up 
here and watch. Everybody 
goes, ‘He’s made it across 
the bar. He’s made it across 
the bar!’” he says.

But more likely, it’s that 
when conditions are bad 
enough to make crossing 
the bar a spectator sport, it’s 
safe to say it’s all just gone 
to crap.

Every year in Oregon, 
fi shermen die on bars like 
this one. Ocean swells push 
up as the water get shallower 
entering the bay. And then at 
its worst, an outgoing tide, 
funneled through the nar-
row entrance, undercuts the 
waves, making them break. 
Add high wind, rain and 
cold water and conditions 
deteriorate even further. 
Boats can capsize or smash 
into the jetties and anyone 
thrown into the water is in 
serious danger.

In 2016, fi ve fi shermen 
on three vessels died within 
line of sight of this point.

The bar is dangerous 
enough on its own with the 
traffi c from the Charles-
ton-based commercial fi sh-
ing fl eet — the third-largest 
in Oregon. But if the Jor-
dan Cove liquefi ed natural 
gas export terminal is built, 
there will be 120 more ships 
a year — 240 transits in all 
— in competition to cross 
the bar at slack high tide — 
the safest time to make the 
transit. Add to that the addi-
tional shipping traffi c that 
the Port of Coos Bay hopes 
to attract with a major chan-
nel-widening project and the 
entrance to the bay could get 
crowded.

Edwards is owner of 
the trawler Carter Jon and 
makes his living on pink 
shrimp and Dungeness crab. 
For him, the shipping traf-
fi c connected to the Jordan 
Cove terminal is the most 
immediate concern.

“You only have a small 
area to come through — less 
than about half of a tenth 
of a mile. So when we’re 
inbound and they’re out-
bound, with a zone that they 
want to have at 500 meters, 
you actually can’t have both 
people cross the bar,” he 
says.

The Coast Guard will 
maintain a security zone 
around LNG vessels — the 
ships that transport liquefi ed 
natural gas. With that in con-
sideration, Jordan Cove esti-
mates the impact to nearby 
ships in the bay would last 
20 to 30 minutes.

That’s a long time for a 
fi shing crew to be stuck out 
in a stormy ocean waiting 
their turn to cross the bar.

Bay safety
Last spring, the Coast 

Guard issued a letter of rec-
ommendation for the Jor-
dan Cove project saying it 
“recommended to the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory 
Commission, also known 
as FERC, that the waterway 
in its current state be con-

sidered suitable for LNG 
marine traffi c associated 
with this project.”

The Coast Guard would 
develop an LNG Vessel 
Transit Management Plan 
before the port receives its 
fi rst LNG carrier.

Other groups will also 
be coordinating to ensure 
safety, said  Port of Coos 
Bay CEO John Burns. 
These include the harbor 
pilots who would be respon-
sible for guiding the ship-
ping vessels into port and a 
new Harbor Safety Commit-
tee formed by the port. The 
p ort is also planning to cre-
ate a vessel traffi c informa-
tion system —– a sort of air 
traffi c control for the bay.  

“VTIS are generally set 
up in ports where there’s 
either signifi cant numbers of 
vessels coming in and out or 
… the harbor conditions are 
such that you want to make 
sure that somebody’s got an 
eye on what’s happening out 
there — and nobody’s being 
put into a detrimental situa-
tion,” Burns said.

But in the meantime, 
Edwards is waiting to hear 
details from the Coast Guard 
about what exactly the secu-
rity zone around LNG ships 
will entail.

According to the proj-
ect’s d raft e nvironmen-
tal i mpact s tatement, “The 
Coast Guard has informed 
Jordan Cove that the degree 
of security zone enforce-
ment would be based on the 
threat level in effect at the 
time and the specifi c per-
ceived threat of any vessel 
in the security zone.”

But in the same docu-
ment, the security zone deci-
sions are characterized as 
“pending.”

If the security zone 
is deemed an “exclusion 
zone,” then no boats or ships 
will be allowed within a cer-
tain perimeter around the 
LNG tanker.

But Edwards says that’s 
not really necessary in a 
place like Coos Bay.

“We’ve been fi shing 
here for … 38 years and 
we passed ships, tugs and 
barges all the time,” he said.

Edwards says he’s 
been pushing for a softer 
approach.

“What we would like to 
see in this area is to have 
a safety zone,” Edwards 
said. “A safety zone that 
vessels take a precaution-
ary approach with the ship 
coming in, you know, give 
the ship a wide berth, espe-

cially going through the jet-
ties right here.”

He says this would help 
alleviate dangerous situa-
tions on the bar. And in the 
months to come, he wants to 
make sure his boat and the 
rest of the Charleston fi shing 
fl eet aren’t put in danger by 
a new nautical neighbor.

“The fi shing industry and 
LNG have to fi gure out how 
both i ndustries are going to 
work together,” he says.

Dredging
Working together would 

be essential if Jordan Cove 
and the Port of Coos Bay’s 
separate project to deepen 
and widen the shipping 
channel go forward, the goal 
of which is to increase the 
size and overall number of 
vessels entering the port.

The Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission 
is expected to issue a fi nal 
decision on the Jordan Cove 
LNG terminal and pipeline 
project early next year.

The Coos Bay Chan-
nel widening project is not 
as far along in the regula-
tory process. Earlier this 
month, the p ort hit the “90% 
design” milestone in com-
pleting their permit applica-
tion. A  U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers spokesman said 
they don’t expect to have the 
d raft e nvironmental i mpact 
s tatement completed until 
March 2020.

 Burns says the chan-
nel-widening project is the 
next big step for the port, 
which hopes to attract larger 
vessels and more shipping 
traffi c overall.

“ If we were going to be 
an international player we’ve 
got to be able to at least bring 
in ships of that size,” Burns 
said. “Otherwise, we will not 
be competitive with other 
ports on the West Coast.”

The project would sig-
nifi cantly widen and deepen 
a little more than 8 miles of 
the Coos Bay shipping chan-
nel. Currently, the channel 
is 300 feet wide and 37 feet 
deep. The new plan would 
widen the channel to 450 
feet and 45 feet deep. The 
spoils would be dumped at a 
site offshore.

Jordan Cove has been 
the primary private fi nancial 
backer of the channel-wid-
ening so far, contributing 
more than $15 million to the 
port for project design since 
2016.

And local opponents of 
both projects have argued 
that because Jordan Cove 
seems to be so intertwined 
with the Port as the proj-
ects have moved forward, 
the environmental impacts 
should be considered holis-
tically. Both the port and 
Jordan Cove see each other 
as natural partners, but 
maintain the projects are 
independent.

“That’s the whole point 
of them wanting to widen it, 
it’s to make the bay, the port 
available to larger vessels,” 
said Bruce Moore, Jordan 
Cove construction manager 
in Coos Bay. “So as a user 
of the port would we see a 
benefi t in that? Yes. But is 
it necessary for us to oper-
ate? No.”

Regardless, the physical 
characteristics of Coos Bay 
would change signifi cantly 
if the projects go through. 
The port’s proposed chan-
nel-widening project would 
remove enough earth to fi ll 
a football fi eld-sized sky-
scraper the height of Mount 
Bachelor. Add the fi ll Jor-
dan Cove needs to remove 
for its project, and that shaft 
of earth rises higher than 
Mount Hood.

Federal environmental 
reports for Jordan Cove and 
a previous Coos Bay dredg-
ing project characterize the 
ecological, water quality 
and hydrologic impacts as 
temporary and within rea-
sonable limits.

To make up for the envi-
ronmental impacts of its 
project on the bay, includ-

ing the destruction of an eel 
grass bed where the termi-
nal berth will be dug, Jor-
dan Cove has mitigation 
projects planned. It plans to 
plant eel grass at a site near 
the airport. Jordan Cove is 
also planning a larger proj-
ect further up river, where 
it will be converting a golf 
course back to a tidal wet-
land designed to create 
habitat for juvenile coho 
salmon.

Still there are concerns. 
Another section of Coos 
Bay, called South Slough, 
has lost a substantial amount 
of its eel grass – with two eel 
grass sites in the slough dis-
appearing totally in 2016.

Mike Graybill, retired 
manager of South Slough 
National Estuarine Research 
Reserve, questions any proj-
ect that will wipe out even 
more of the important 
marine life habitat.

“Now there’s a proposal 
to dig up a bunch of eel 
grass to make a new (Jor-
dan Cove) berth. They’ll do 
an eel grass mitigation proj-
ect – but there’s something 
larger going on in the bay,” 
he said.

Coos Bay fi shermen brace for LNG, channel projects
Big changes 
possible for coast
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Shrimper and clammer Seth Smith harvests cockles from a mudfl at in Coos Bay.
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Located on milepost 18, Hwy 26

60 miles from Portland and 22 miles from Seaside
Reservations gladly accepted • 503.755.1818 • 800.874.1810

www.camp18restaurant.com

Mothers Day Brunch
Sunday, May 12th, 10am to 4pm

• Honey Glazed Ham

• Pepper Crusted Baron of Beef 

• Lemon Peppered Salmon

• Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Rice Pilaf

• Broccoli with Cheese Sauce

• Scrambled Eggs, Home Fried 

Potatoes

• Bacon, Sausage Links

• Waffles with Strawberries

• Biscuits & Gravy

• Fresh Fruit

• Assorted Salads

• Homemade Desserts

Adults (12-64) $3000

Seniors (65+) $2600

Children (6-12) $1500

Children (0-5) Free

REGULAR 
BREAKFAST MENU 

served from 

8AM TO 11AM

REGULAR 
LUNCH & DINNER MENU 

served from 

4PM TO 8PM

BUFFET 
served from 

10AM TO 4PM

BUFFET ONLY 
11AM TO 4PM

$8.00
4 pm until gone

Clatsop Post 12

ASTORIA 
AMERICAN LEGION

Clatsop Post 12

1132 Exchange Street 
325-5771

Friday 
May 3rd

6PM 
“Karaoke Dave”

SPAGHETTI 
DINNER

With Salad and Garlic Bread

(503)325-5720 • 1-800-851-FINN
1116 Commercial • Astoria OR

ON ALMOST THE
ENTIRE STORE

ON ALMOST THEON ALMOST THE

SAVE25%

ANNUAL

May Anniversary

SALE
MAY 2-5
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PROFESSIONAL

Q:How do I manage 
the tiles on the 
Start screen?

A: To change a tile, Right-Click the 
tile then Left-Click “Unpin from 
Start,” “Resize” or “Uninstall.” 

Add an app or folder to the Start 
screen. Right-Click it, then Left-Click 
“Pin to Start.” You can do this for any 
app or folder you use a lot.

Add favorite websites by using Edge. 
Click the 3 dots in the top right corner, 
click “More Tools” then “Pin this page 
to Start”

Rearrange tiles by clicking on them & 
dragging them around. Add labels by 
clicking just over the tiles and typing 
in name(s) for that group.

Family 
owned & 
operated 

since 2003

LEO FINZI

Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 11-4
503-325-2300

Astoria’s Best.com
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Q:

The simple answer would be 

you can switch to a Medicare 

Supplement Plan and a Part D Prescription 

drug plan effective January 1st of next year. 

However, this can leave you without the 

Medicare Supplement insurance you want 

if you don’t fully understand the process 

and rules. I can assist you in the time 

deadlines and health underwriting rules 

that could present drastic consequences if 

not properly addressed.

A:

I have a Medicare 
Advantage plan and 
would like to switch to 
a Medicare Supplement 
Plan and prescription 
plan. When can I do 
this?

Steve Putman

putmanagency@gmail.com

Licensed in Oregon 

and Washington

503-440-1076

Medicare Products

Q:

A:

What causes 
bad breath?

Basically, all food eaten begins 
to be broken down in your 

mouth.  Bacteria which accumulate 
with food form a sticky film called 
plaque which leads to gum disease.  
This process creates what is known as 
volatile sulfur compounds resulting 
in bad breath.  Poor brushing habits, 
a coated tongue, strong odor foods, 
smoking and heavy alcohol drinking 
all contribute to bad breath.  If this 
is you, do something about it by 
calling your dentist to schedule an 
evaluation.

JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
DMD, FAGD

503/325-0310
1414 MARINE DRIVE,

ASTORIA
www.smileastoria.com

Q:

A:

Will insurance 
cover 
chiropractic 
care for 
auto-related 
injuries?

Yes! Most insurance will cover 

chiropractic care without a 

referral from your primary care 

physician.

Call us today for more information 

or to schedule your appointment.

Now accepting new patients.

Barry Sears, D.C.

ASTORIA 
CHIROPRACTIC

503-325-3311

2935 Marine Drive 
Astoria, Oregon


