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By ALEX BRUELL
The Daily News

PORTLAND — Cowlitz 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
D eputy Justin DeRosier was 
remembered Wednesday 
as a loyal and courageous 
lawman who “had a heart 
the size of a mountain” at a 
funeral service in the Uni-
versity of Portland’s Chiles 
Center that attracted thou-
sands of law enforcement 
offi cers.

DeRosier was honored 
at a two-hour service after 
an hour long funeral proces-
sion that brought his body 
on a winding path through 
Longview and Kelso, Wash-
ington, and ended with 
 pomp, motorcycles, bagpip-
ers and thousands of uni-
formed personnel on the u ni-
versity  campus.

The Chiles Center, which 
holds nearly 5,000 people, 
was nearly full. 

Brett Myers, the Whit-
man County sheriff, spoke 
fi rst during the ceremony. 
DeRosier began his career 
in law enforcement at the 
Whitman County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce.

Myers quoted the saying, 
“Heroes are ordinary peo-
ple who do extraordinary 
things.”

“I would take exception,” 
Myers said. “Justin was any-
thing but ordinary. Justin 
was an extraordinary per-
son who did extraordinary 
things.”

DeRosier was the kind of 
guy “everybody liked” and 
had a work ethic second to 
none, Myers said, relating 
that he often called DeR-
osier “Boy Wonder.”

“He had qualities you 
can’t train,” Myers said. 
“(They were) almost 
heaven-sent.”

“Justin did everything 
right that night,” Myers 
said of the night of April 
13, when he died of a gun-
shot wound during a block-
ing vehicle call in Kalama. 
“But heaven called for that 
Boy Wonder.”

Woodland Police Chief 
Jim Kelly joked that after 
knowing DeRosier nearly 
his entire life, he wanted to 
convince him to leave the 
sheriff’s offi ce for the Wood-
land Police Department .

“Few deputies or offi cers 
… would sign in (over the 
radio) with the enthusiasm 
of Justin,” Kelly said.

When he learned DeR-
osier had been shot, “I real-
ized Cowlitz County had 
lost one of the greatest offi -
cers I have ever known,” 
Kelly said, adding, “Rest 
well my son.”

Cowlitz County Under-
sheriff Darren Ullmann said 
DeRosier “never thought 
twice” about facing  danger.

“Justin’s destiny (was): 
To make s- — happen as 
loudly as possible,” Ull-
mann laughed. “He had a 
heart the size of a mountain 
and an insatiable appetite for 
knowledge.”

And “because of him, we 
know it’s OK to hug and cry 

while in uniform,” Ullmann 
said. “We really need more 
Justin DeRosiers, not only 
as cops but as friends.” 

Multiple speakers said 
they believed  DeRosier, 
29, wouldn’t have hesi-
tated to go into law enforce-
ment even had he known 
he would  die in the line of 
duty just fi ve years after he 
graduated from the police 
academy.

The procession into the 
university began with doz-
ens of police motorcycles, 
followed by the Seattle 
Police Pipes & Drums and 
Portland Police Highland 
guard performing  to lead the 
rest of the group in.

Hundreds of  uniformed 
personnel lined the route, 
arms raised as they stood 
stoically. Deputies from the 
Cowlitz County S heriff’s 
O ffi ce overlooked the trans-
fer of DeRosier’s casket .

Personnel came from 

Washington state and Ore-
gon sheriffs’ offi ces and 
police departments, EMS 
and fi refi ghting agencies. 
Even Homeland Security 

was present. 
Two crossed fi refi ghter 

ladders on the route of the 
procession displayed the 
same fl ag used in the 2011 
memorial service held at 
the Chiles center for Rainier 
Police Chief Ralph Painter, 
who was shot in the line of 
duty that January.

The “crossed ladders” 
tradition is a symbolic way 
of honoring the fallen,  Van-

couver Fire Department 
Capt.  Perry LeDoux said.

“It’s diffi cult, because you 
know the cost that is asso-
ciated with this,” LeDoux 

said. “Whether it be a loss 
in either law enforcement, or 
fi re service, it hurts no mat-
ter what. We’re all partners. 
... We all know the underly-
ing reason why we’re here, 

and that kind of hurts, but it’s 
good to support and honor 
Justin and his family. That’s 
what we want them mostly 
to see. That’s the reason why 
we’re here, is to show them 
how much (we) care for him 
and to know that they’re not 
alone.”

It’s a demonstration of 
support for DeRosier and 
for fellow fi rst responders, 
LeDoux said.

“We’re all in the same 
mission. Any day could be 
our last day, and we see it. 
It’s a fairly tight bond. We’re 
all looking out for each 
other. … If we have an issue, 
they’re there for us.”

“We’re together in the 
streets, and we grieve 

together,” Longview F ire 
Department Lt. Scott Kerker 
added. “For a lot of the guys 
who work in the same juris-
diction or area, it’s a fi rst-
name basis. You see them 
on EMS calls. They have 
a problem, we’re there for 
them and vice  versa.”

Slain deputy remembered for courage
A memorial 
for DeRosier

Photos by Courtney Talak/The Daily News

The casket of Deputy Justin DeRosier arrives at a memorial at the University of Portland on Wednesday.

 A motorcade of law enforcement offi  cers was part of a memorial for slain Deputy 

Justin DeRosier.

 Law enforcement offi  cers from across the region honored slain Deputy Justin 

DeRosier.

‘JUSTIN WAS ANYTHING BUT 

ORDINARY. JUSTIN WAS AN EX-

TRAORDINARY PERSON WHO 

DID EXTRAORDINARY THINGS.’
Brett Myers, Whitman County sheriff

Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods • Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson • 360-269-2500

WANTED

$8.00
4 pm until gone

Clatsop Post 12

ASTORIA 
AMERICAN LEGION

Clatsop Post 12

1132 Exchange Street 
325-5771

Friday 
April 26th

6PM 
“Karaoke Dave”

Ham and Noodle
Casserole

With Veggies, Salad and Roll

Visit us at:

www.assistanceleaguecp.org

We are a volunteer organization focused on promoting self-esteem and 

emotional well being of children in our community. 100% of all proceeds 

go to children in Clatsop County.

Help Clothe Kids!!

SENATOR BETSY JOHNSON
SEASIDE TEMPS

ASTORIA GOLF & 
COUNTRY CLUB

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MAJOR SPONSORS

Max 2000 balls sold. Each ball 1 chance to win.
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CLOSEST TO THE PIN WINS

SATURDAY, MAY 11TH, 2019 • Astoria Golf & Country Club

Buy 10 balls, dress 1 child!!!
$10 per ball

1ST CLOSEST TO PIN: $1000 TRAVEL VISA CARD

2ND CLOSEST: 1 night at the Cannery Pier Hotel & Spa 
w/ two 1-Hour Massages & Dinner for Two at the 
Bridgewater Bistro (Value $900)

3RD CLOSEST: 2 Nights at The Waves Cannon Beach, $100 
at The Wayfarer, $100 at Public Coast Brewing Co. & 
$100 at the Stephanie Inn Dining Room (Value $700)

4TH CLOSEST: 1 Night at the Holiday Inn Express Astoria & 
Dinner for 2 at the Bridgewater Bistro (Value $525)

5TH CLOSEST: 1Night at the Ocean Lodge in Cannon 
Beach & Meals at Tom’s Fish & Chips & the Driftwood 
Restaurant (Value $450)

-Holly McHone Jewelers, Astoria
-The Sweet Shop, Gearhart
-Any Assistance League Member

WHERE TO BUY TICKETS:
*All golf ball ticket sales must be made in advance.
 Ticket holders need not be present to win.

3:00pm - Champagne Reception
3:30pm - Helicopter Drops Golf Balls
4:00 to 6:00pm - Social & Silent Auction

Schedule of Events:

NORTH COAST DENTAL CLINIC

The Classical Series 
Presents

David Shifrin
Headliner

Friday April 26, 7pm

Tickets $20/30/40

Box Office 503-325-5922 x55 

www.libertyastoria.org


