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Judy Van Winkle, a rookie 
when the couple took over 
the family business, han-
dles much of the administra-
tive duties while installing 
watch batteries and stringing 
necklaces.

But the majority of 
Loop-Jacobsen’s business 
comes from the repair of 
clocks by Frank Van Winkle, 
who estimates he’s the last 
in his  profession between 
Pacifi c County, Washington, 
and Tillamook. 

Clocks  come to the shop  
through word of mouth, 
often after someone inher-
its a family heirloom. He has 
worked on clocks dating to 
the 18th century, but mostly 
 deals with pieces from the 
early to mid-1900s.

His backroom workshop, 
surrounded by the  ticking 
of timepieces on the walls, 
includes a vast array of parts 
and miniature manufactur-
ing machinery . 

“There’s family history 
with clocks,” he  said. “Peo-
ple want to get their clocks 
fi xed.” 

The Van Winkle s haven’t 
pinned down the exact date 
 of the store’s original April 
opening, but plan to hold an 
anniversary event on April 
26.

Harold Schulz and  John 
Jacobsen opened Schulz-Ja-
cobsen Watchmakers & 
Jewelers on Exchange Street 
in 1919. Schulz was listed in 
the 1930 census as a jewelry 
store owner, while Jacobsen, 
a Norwegian immigrant, was 
referred to as a watchmaker. 

Schulz was bought out of 
the business in 1932 by Har-
vey Loop, a former watch-
making instructor who had 
moved to Astoria in 1920, 
worked for a local jeweler 
and started his own store 
after the fi re of 1922. He 
and Jacobsen ran the store 
together until Jacobsen’s  
death in 1946.

Rip Van Winkle, Frank’s 
father and a lieutenant with 
the Astoria Fire Department, 
came to work for Loop in 
1952 as a clockmaker on 
his days off. The Van Win-
kles became associated with 
Loop while living in a mili-

tary housing complex at the 
Astoria Regional Airport, 
where Loop had become  
enamored with fl ying and 
earned a pilot’s license in his 
60s.

“I will die with my boots 
on,” Loop, then 95, told The 
Daily Astorian in   1974 . “I’d 
go insane without my work. 
I just couldn’t stand it to do 
nothing.”

Loop died two weeks shy 
of his 98th birthday in 1977. 
His daughter, Marlena,  sold 

the business to  Rip and Estel 
Van Winkle, who kept the 
 Loop-Jacobsen name. 

Frank Van Winkle had 
been working at an auto 
warehouse in Portland when 
his parents took over the 
store. He earned his watch-
making license in 1979, a 
year before the certifi ca-
tion was no longer required . 
After the auto warehouse 
moved to Kansas, Frank Van 
Winkle, then 33, came to 
work for his parents in 1982.

“When I came to work 
for my dad, he was two years 
behind on clocks,” he  said.

Rip Van Winkle died 
in 1987, leaving Estel Van 
Winkle to run the store with 
her son. After she left on a 
church mission in the late 
1980s, Frank and Judy Van 
Winkle took over the oper-
ation, located at 1360 Com-
mercial St. since 1960.

Loop-Jacobsen is among 
 the few Astoria businesses to 
hold a 100-year anniversary. 

Knutsen Insurance, founded 
in 1918 by Martin Knut-
sen, is still owned by the 
family. Norwegian immi-
grant Sven Gimre in 1892 
founded Gimre’s Shoes, 
now run by his  grandson, 
Pete Gimre. Next year will 
bring the 100th anniversary 
of Josephson’s Smokehouse, 
a seafood shop started in 
1920 by Anton Josephson. 
And Van Dusen Beverages 
bills itself as Oregon’s old-
est family business, estab-
lished in 1849. 

Like Loop, the Van Win-
kles plan to work in the shop 
as long as they’re able. Their 
nephew, heavy equipment 
operator Dewain Farner, 
helps his uncle with  clocks 
on his off time.

But Frank Van Winkle 
lacks an heir apparent or 

the income to bring on an 
apprentice. Their three chil-
dren, spread out across Ore-
gon and Idaho, are uninter-
ested in taking over.  T he 
couple —  Frank, at 70, and 
Judy, at 65  —  lack a retire-
ment plan beyond Social 
Security.

The slow fade is a com-
mon refrain for some of the 
region’s oldest businesses. 
The 106-year-old Home 
Baking Co.  recently closed 
after  the Tilander family 
wanted  to retire . Lindstrom’s 
Danish Maid Bakery, a sta-
ple for more than 90 years, 
closed after the co-owner 
and sole baker, John Lind-
strom, fell ill and died.

“I’ll  be working here 
until I die, then my kids get 
to clean up the mess,” Frank 
Van Winkle said. 

Clockmaker: ‘I’ll  be working here until I die, then my kids get to clean up the mess’
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Judy Van Winkle, co-owner of Loop-Jacobsen Jewelers with her 

husband, Frank, handles the sales and ordering, along with 

minor repairs to wristwatches and the stringing of necklaces.
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Frank and Judy Van Winkle 

get some help from their 

nephew, Dewain Farner, a 

heavy equipment operator 

who likes to tinker with 

clocks on his off  time.
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Frank Van Winkle went to work for his parents at Loop-Jacobsen Jewelers in 1982 and has 

owned the shop with his wife, Judy, since 1988.
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Harvey Loop was still 

repairing watches at Loop-

Jacobsen Jewelers in 1974 at 

the age of 95. The business 

turns 100 years old this 

month.
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604 Apartments

We are proud to 
announce the opening 
of our newest property 

PACIFIC RIM 
APARTMENTS 

located in Warrenton, OR!
1bed/1bath and 2bed/1bath

units available.

Surrounded by lush
greenery and close to

shopping! Washer/dryer
included in all units.

Pets allowed under 25lbs.
with pet deposit.

Units start from $1,025
up to $1,250.

Our Astoria properties 
also have openings!

• Edgewater at Mill Pond 55+
• Yacht Club Apartments

For more information, 
contact (503)325-4669 

or (503)861-0331.

619 Commercial
Rental

Commercial Building 
For Lease

1050 Olney Ave
2,160 sqft workshop space

1,800 sqft office space
Inquiries Call 503-338-0953

Get Results!
Call 503-325-3211

and ask about our
classified package options.

504 Homes for Sale

Beautiful House For Sale 
In Astoria!   

www.stantussing.com

604 Apartments

Now Accepting
Applications

Creekside Village Apartments
1953 Spruce Drive
Seaside, OR 97138

1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments 
and also apartments with 
special design features for 
individuals with a disability. 

Inquire as to the availability of 
subsidy.

Call (503)738-6880
Mon-Fri

8:00am-5:00pm. 
TDD#1-800-735-2900. 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

and employer. 
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY. EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY ACCESS.

WE DELIVER!
Please leave a light on or install 

motion detector lights to make 

your carrier’s job easier. Thanks!

THE DAILY ASTORIAN

ADVERTISERS who want quick 
results use classified ads regularly.

504 Homes for Sale

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
“Any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, or 
national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.” 

Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal 

custodians; pregnant women 
and people securing custody 

of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in

violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised 

in this newspaper are
available on an equal

opportunity basis.
To complain of discrimination 
call HUD at 1(800)669-9777. 

The toll free telephone
number for the hearing

impaired is 1(800)927-9275.

UPGRADING?

Sell your used equipment
fast, by listing it in The

Daily Astorian classified section.
Call 503-325-3211.

251 Boats for Sale

1987 19 Ski Centurion TruTrac 
II w/Trailer & Tubing & Safety 

Equipment
Ford 351 240HP 480 hours; 

Fresh water use only; 
Winterized annually  $7,000.  

Gearhart, Oregon. 
Call 503-338-9774

501 Open Houses

OPEN HOUSE
92673 John Day River Rd. 

Astoria
Saturday April 20

12 – 3 pm

2 Floating Houses 
+ 220 ft. River Frontage

FSBO • $279,000
503-338-0496      

If You Live In
Seaside

or Cannon Beach

DIAL

503-325-3211
FOR A

Daily Astorian
Classified Ad

107 Public Notices

Behind on payments? Divorce/
Bankruptcy? Major Repairs 

Needed? Bad Tenants? 
Inheritance? House Vacant? 
Foreclosure? Call us TODAY 
and make your problem go 

AWAY! Cash Offers, 
Confidential, Close Quickly! 

(503)717-2531  

181 Lost & Found

$5,000 REWARD$
Please help us find our 

large Black & White 
Newfoundland boy

Call ALEX 
(213) 507-6616 

SHOP LOCAL!
Check the Business Directory 

daily to utilize the local 
professionals advertising

in The Daily Astorian.
To place an ad in our Business 
Directory, call 503-325-3211.

107 Public Notices

Occasionally other companies  
make telemarketing calls off 
classified ads. These compa-
nies are not affiliated with The 
Daily Astorian and customers 
are under no obligation to  
participate.  If you would like 
to contact the attorney gener-
al or be put on the do not call 
list, here are the links to both 
of them Complaint form link:

http://www.doj.state.or.us/
finfraud/

Go.
Do.

coastweekend.com

SPECIALTY

SERVICES
WE URGE YOU TO PATRONIZE THE LOCAL

PROFESSIONALS ADVERTISING IN

THE DAILY ASTORIAN SPECIALTY

SERVICES. TO PLACE YOUR SPECIALTY

SERVICES AD, CALL 325-3211.

CLASSIFIED ADS work hard
for you. Try one today!


