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Associated press

WASHINGTON — Pub-
lic at last, special coun-
sel Robert Mueller’s report 
revealed to a waiting nation 
today that President Donald 
Trump tried to seize control 
of the Russia probe and force 
Mueller’s removal to stop 
him from investigating poten-
tial obstruction of justice by 
the president.

Mueller laid out multi-
ple episodes in which Trump 
directed people around him to 
try to influence or curtail the 
Russia investigation after the 
special counsel’s appointment 
in May 2017. Those efforts 
“were mostly unsuccessful, 
but that is largely because the 
persons who surrounded the 
President declined to carry 
out orders or accede to his 
requests,” Mueller wrote.

After nearly two years, 
the two-volume, 448-page 
redacted report made for riv-
eting reading.

In one particularly dra-
matic moment, Mueller 
reported that Trump was so 
agitated at the special coun-
sel’s appointment on May 17, 
2017, that he slumped back in 
his chair and declared: “Oh 
my God. This is terrible. This 
is the end of my presidency. 
I’m f---ed.”

In June of that year, Muel-
ler wrote, Trump directed 
White House Counsel Don 
McGahn to call Deputy Attor-
ney General Rod Rosenstein, 
who oversaw the probe, and 

say that Mueller must be 
ousted because he had con-
flicts of interest. McGahn 
refused — deciding he would 
rather resign than trigger a 
potential crisis akin to the 
Saturday Night Massacre of 
Watergate firings fame.

Two days later, the presi-
dent made another attempt to 
alter the course of the inves-
tigation, meeting with former 
campaign manager Corey 
Lewandowski and dictating 
a message for him to relay to 
then-Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions. The message: Ses-
sions would publicly call the 
investigation “very unfair” 
to the president and say that 
Mueller should limit his 
probe to “investigating elec-
tion meddling for future elec-
tions.” Sessions didn’t do so.

Flash forward to today, and 
Trump celebrated the report’s 
release, telling the audience 
at an unrelated White House 
event that he was having “a 
good day, too. It was called no 
collusion, no obstruction.” He 
also renewed his calls for an 
investigation into the origins 
of the inquiry, saying, “We do 
have to get to the bottom of 
these things, I will say.”

The Justice Department 

posted a redacted version of 
the report online, 90 min-
utes after Attorney Gen-
eral William Barr offered his 
own final assessment of the 
findings.

The release represented 
a moment of closure nearly 
two years in the making and 
at the same time the starting 
bell for a new round of parti-
san warfare.

Democrats cried foul as 
Barr held a press confer-
ence just before the release 
— “spinning the report” in 
the words of Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer. They 
sent up a chorus of calls for 
Mueller himself to testify 

before Congress, and Barr 
said he wouldn’t object.

Moments after Barr fin-
ished speaking, House Judi-
ciary Chairman Nadler sent 
a letter requesting that Muel-
ler himself testify before his 
panel “no later than May 23.”

Mueller evaluated 10 epi-
sodes for possible obstruc-
tion of justice, and said he 
could not conclusively deter-
mine that Trump had commit-
ted criminal obstruction. The 
episodes included Trump’s 
firing of FBI Director James 
Comey, the president’s direc-
tive to subordinates to have 
Mueller fired and efforts to 
encourage witnesses not to 

cooperate.
The president’s lawyers 

have said Trump’s conduct 
fell within his constitutional 
powers, but Mueller’s team 
deemed the episodes deserv-
ing of criminal scrutiny.

As for the question of 
whether the Trump cam-
paign had colluded with Rus-
sia during the 2016 presiden-
tial campaign, Mueller wrote, 
“While the investigation iden-
tified numerous links between 
individuals with ties to the 
Russian government and 
individuals associated with 
the Trump Campaign, the evi-
dence was not sufficient to 
support criminal charges.”

Mueller also said there 
wasn’t sufficient evidence to 
charge any campaign official 
with working as an unregis-
tered foreign agent of Russia.

The report included an 
appendix that contained 
12 pages of Trump’s writ-
ten responses to the special 
counsel. They included no 
questions about obstruction 
of justice, as was part of an 
agreement with Trump’s legal 
team.

Trump told Mueller he 
had “no recollection” of 
learning in advance about 
the much-scrutinized Trump 
Tower meeting between cam-
paign officials and a Russian 
lawyer. He also said he had 
no recollection of knowledge 
about emails setting up the 
meeting that promised dirt on 
Hillary Clinton’s campaign.

He broadly denied know-
ing of any foreign govern-
ment trying to help his cam-
paign, including the Russian 
government. He said he was 
aware of some reports that 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin had made “com-
plimentary statements” about 
him.

Trump said that his com-
ment during a 2016 political 
rally asking Russian hackers 
to help find emails scrubbed 
from Clinton’s private server 
was made “in jest and sar-
castically” and that he did 
not recall being told during 
the campaign of any Rus-
sian effort to infiltrate or hack 
computer systems.

a mural to increase pedes-
trian traffic and improve 
safety in the corridor con-
necting Duane and Com-
mercial streets.

Sterling’s design was 
chosen from three finalists 
by a review panel of build-
ing owners, a representa-
tive from Astoria Visual 
Arts, a gallery owner and 
the chairman of the down-
town association’s design 
committee.

“We really liked the nar-
rative that was involved 
in her thought process,” 
Sarah Lu Heath, the exec-
utive director of the down-
town association, said of 
Sterling’s design. “One of 
the goals of the project was 
bringing people through 
the alley, and we thought 
that her ribbons of color 
were so dynamic, with the 
focal point of the mountain 
scape.”

For the second phase 
of the mural, Sterling pro-
poses a cobblestone ground 
cover and colored tile 
mosaic continuing the lines 
through the space, encour-
aging healthy moss growth 
for a softer, finished green 

space walkway.
The design goes before 

the city’s Historic Land-
marks Commission in May. 
The project also needs a 

right-of-way variance to 
paint on the sidewalk. If all 
goes well, the downtown 
association anticipates the 
mural to be finished in June.

Artist: Mural could be finished in June
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“At that time we decided 
to stick with Scandinavian 
but then we kept hearing 
more and more input and 
before we carved any stone 
or granite we decided we 
should have another discus-
sion about the name,” she 
said.

It was hard for some peo-
ple to give up the name — 
the term is commonly used 
in Astoria to include all 
the countries, said Loren 
Mathews, the president of 
the heritage association.

But the park’s name will 
be carved into granite at the 
entrance.

“It is just one change on 
the name,” he said. “We 
wanted to make sure we 
were getting it right before 
we started construction.”

“We also don’t want 
to offend anybody and 
we want to be inclusive,” 
Bowler said.

Communities in Seattle 
and Portland have already 
had similar discussions over 
the years for local groups 
and heritage centers, landing 
on “Nordic” as the preferred 
term. The Astoria Scandina-
vian Heritage Association 

started to face pressure to 
use the term “Nordic” when 
seeking grants and dona-
tions for the park project.

“This is not a debate 
that will go away,” Saara 
Matthews, who owns Fin-
nWare in Astoria and Nor-
dic FinnWare in Portland, 
had told the heritage asso-
ciation. “Being culturally 
sensitive is important, espe-
cially when building a mil-
lion-dollar park to honor the 
people that came from these 
countries and made Astoria 
what it is.”

“It’s simple, yet it’s com-
plicated,” she told The 
Daily Astorian. “But really, 

truly based on culture and 
language, Finns are not 
Scandinavian.”

With her own store, she 
has begun to change some 
of her advertising, switching 
from descriptors like “Scan-
dinavian store” to “Nordic 
gift shop.”

The Finns’ different lan-
guage, customs and, often, 
their politics set them apart 
in Astoria. Finns who immi-
grated to the region were 
known for their radicalism 
and Finnish socialist clubs 
were involved in the national 
socialist movement, accord-
ing to the Clatsop County 
Historical Society.

Name: ‘It’s simple, yet it’s complicated’
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Astoria Scandinavian Heritage Association

The Scandinavian Heritage Park will get a new name.

Astoria Downtown Historic District Association

Local artist Andie Sterling’s design for the 13th Street 

Alley mural includes organic lines leading to the scene of a 

mountain and farmland valley.

Trump tried to seize control of Mueller probe
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Special counsel Robert Mueller’s report, with redactions.
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bit.ly/the-mueller-report
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(2) KATU (2) KATU News at 6 (N) Jeopardy! (N) Wheel Fortune (N) Grey's A. "Head Over High Heels" (N) Station 19 "Friendly Fire" (N) For the People "The Boxer" (N) News (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel
(-) KOMO (4) KOMO 4 News at 6pm (N) Wheel Fortune (N) Jeopardy! (N) Grey's A. "Head Over High Heels" (N) Station 19 "Friendly Fire" (N) For the People "The Boxer" (N) KOMO4News (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel
(-) KING (5) NBC News (N) KING 5 News (N) KING 5 News (N) Evening Superstore (N) A.P. Bio (N) Brooklyn 99 (N) Abby's (N) Law & Order: S.V.U. "Caretaker" KING 5 News (N) (:35) Tonight Show
(6) KOIN (-) News (N) Evening News (N) Extra Ent. Tonight (N) The Big Bang (N) Life Pieces (SP) (N) Mom Life in Pieces (N) S.W.A.T. "Invisible" (N) KOIN News/ 11 (N) (:35) Colbert
(-) KIRO (7) KIRO 7 News (N) Evening News (N) KIRO 7 News (N) Ent. Tonight (N) The Big Bang (N) Life Pieces (SP) (N) Mom Life in Pieces (N) S.W.A.T. "Invisible" (N) KIRO News (N) (:35) Colbert
(8) KGW (-) KGW News at 6:00 p.m. (N) Tonight Cassidy Inside Edition Superstore (N) A.P. Bio (N) Brooklyn 99 (N) Abby's (N) Law & Order: S.V.U. "Caretaker" News (N) (:35) Tonight Show
(9) KRCW (3) Modern Family Modern Family The Goldbergs The Goldbergs Supernatural "Jack in the Box" (N) In the Dark "The Big Break" (N) News (N) Friends Two and a Half Two and a Half
(10) KOPB (10) Expeditions 1/2 Business (N) PBS NewsHour (N) Oregon Art Beat Oregon Guide Midsomer M. (:45) Midsomer M. "The Dark Rider" Masterpiece Mystery! "Endeavour: Passenger"
(12) KPTV (12) 6 O'Clock News (N) Family Feud (N) Family Feud Gotham "They Did What?" (N) The Orville (N) 10 O'Clock News (N) News (N) Page Six TV
(13) KPDX (-) Mike & Molly Mike & Molly Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory 8pm Prime News (N) 9pm Prime News (N) Big Bang Theory FamilyGuy 2/2 American Dad! The Game
(-) KCPQ (13) Modern Family Modern Family Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Gotham "They Did What?" (N) The Orville (N) Q13 NEWS AT 10 (N) News (N) The Simpsons
(20) TBS (20) Family Guy Family Guy Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Pt. 1 of 2 Seinfeld Pt. 2 of 2 Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Full Frontal Conan (N) Full Frontal
(-) KZJO (22) Black-ish Black-ish Mom Modern Family Mom Modern Family Q13 News at 9 (N) Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Two and a Half Two and a Half
(29) ESPN (29) (5:00) SportsC. (N) ESPN Documentaries SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
(30) ESPN2 (30) (5:30) Boxing To Be Announced SportsCenter Special "Mel and Todd's Mock Draft" (N) Rookie Combine Hey Rookie The Draft To Be Announced Now or Never (N) Documentary
(31) NICK (31) The Loud House The Loud House The Loud House Henry Danger "Car Trek" Charlotte's birthday road trip gets sidetracked. Friends Friends Friends (:35) Friends
(32) DISN (32) Coop & Cami Coop & Cami Raven's Home Raven's Home Sydney to the Max Coop & Cami Jessie Jessie Sydney to the Max Coop & Cami Andi Mack Sydney Max
(34) FAM (34) (5:30)  Jumanji (1995, Fantasy) Bonnie Hunt, Kirsten Dunst, Robin Williams. Cloak & Dagger "Rabbit Hold" (N)  Charlie's Angels (‘00, Act/Com) Cameron Diaz, Lucy Liu, Drew Barrymore. The 700 Club
(35) FMC (35) Movie (:45)  Sicario (2015, Crime Story) Josh Brolin, Benicio del Toro, Emily Blunt. (:05) Taken 2 (2012, Action) Famke Janssen, Maggie Grace, Liam Neeson. (:55) Unfriended Heather Sossaman.
(36) LIFE (36) Celeb Wife "Flavor Flav/ Dee Snider" LW Atlanta "Diss Means War" Little Women ATL "Put a Ring On It" (N) LittleW. "Show Up and Show Out" (N) (:05) Little Women: LA (N) (:05) Little (N) /(:15) Women
(38) ROOT (38) Mariners Access MarinersPre-game MLB Baseball Seattle Mariners at Los Angeles Angels Site: Angel Stadium -- Anaheim, Calif. (L) Post-game MLB Baseball Seattle Mariners at Los Angeles Angels
(39) FS1 (39) (5:00) NCAA Baseball Texas at Oklahoma State (L) MLB Whiparound (L) TMZ Sports (N) Fair Game Skip and Shannon: Undisputed Opinions on the biggest sports topics of the day.
(43) SPIKE (43) Mom  Overboard (1987, Comedy) Kurt Russell, Edward Herrmann, Goldie Hawn. Wife Swap "Degarmo vs. Mosby" (N) Wife Swap "Lobdell vs. Moon" Overboard (‘87, Comedy) Goldie Hawn.
(44) COM (44) (:15) The Office (:50) The Office "Goodbye, Toby" 1/2 (:25) The Office 2/2 The Office 1/2 The Office 2/2 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Daily Show (:35) South Park
(45) HIST (45) Swamp People "Hungry for More" Swamp People "Night Terrors" Swamp People "Wild Wild Swamp" (N) Swamp "Legends of the Swamp" (N) (:05) Farm "No Rest for The Weary" (N) (:05) Swamp People "Night Terrors"
(46) A&E (46) The First 48 "Devil in Me/ Trail of Blood" The First 48 "Buried Secrets" The First 48 "Young Guns" (N) Sex for Sale "The Untold Story" (N) (:05) The First 48
(47) TLC (47) Say Yes-Dress Say Yes-Dress Say Yes-Dress "Hell Yes to the Dress" My 600-lb Life "Angela's Story" Angel is struggling to make a positive change. (N) Untold Stories of the ER "Wipeout!" Untold Stories "Perfect Storm"
(48) DISC (48) Naked and Afraid "Frozen in Fear" Naked and Afraid "Croatia" Naked and Afraid "Thailand Jungle" Naked and Afraid: Pop-Up Edition (N) Naked and Afraid: Pop-Up Edition (N) Naked and Afraid "Croatia"
(49) NGEO (49) Wild France "The Enchanted Kingdom" Wild France "Alpine Wonderland" Life Below 0 "Shelter from the Storm" Life Below Zero "False Start" Life Below Zero "Seasons of Change" StarTalk (N)
(50) TNT (50) (4:00) NBA Basketb. NBA Basketball Playoffs (L) Inside the NBA (L) NBA Basketball Playoffs (L)
(51) AMC (51)  The Hangover Part III (‘13, Com) Zach Galifianakis, Ed Helms, Bradley Cooper.  Cast Away (2000, Drama) Helen Hunt, Nick Searcy, Tom Hanks. (:05) Bridge of Spies (‘15) Tom Hanks.
(52) USA (52) NCIS "Requiem" NHL Hockey Stanley Cup Playoffs (L) NCIS "Tribes" NCIS "Stakeout"
(53) FOOD (53) Chopped Chopped Family Food Showdown (N) Chopped "You've Got Snail" Beat Flay (N) Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay Beat Bobby Flay
(54) HGTV (54) House Hunters House Hunters House Hunters House Hunters Flip or Flop Vegas Flip or Flop Vegas FlipFloVegas (N) Flip or Flop Vegas House Hunters (N) House Hunters (N) House Hunters House Hunters
(56) FX (56) (5:00)  Ghostbusters (‘16) Kristen Wiig, Kate McKinnon, Melissa McCarthy.  Bad Moms (2016, Comedy) Kristen Bell, Kathryn Hahn, Mila Kunis. Better Things (N) Better Things Better Things Bad Moms (‘16)
(57) CNN (57) Cuomo Prime Time CNN Tonight With Don Lemon CNN Tonight With Don Lemon Anderson Cooper 360 Cuomo Prime Time CNN Tonight With Don Lemon
(58) FNC (58) Hannity The Ingraham Angle Fox News @ Night Tucker Carlson Tonight Hannity The Ingraham Angle
(61) CNBC (61) Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Paid Program Paid Program
(63) BRAV (63) (5:30) Below Deck Project Runway "High Fashion to High Street" Project Runway (N) Project Runway Watch What (N) Beverly Hills
(64) TCM (64) (5:00) Raffles (‘39) (:45)  The Quiet Man (1952, Romance) Maureen O'Hara, Barry Fitzgerald, John Wayne. (:15) The Graduate (‘67) Anne Bancroft, Katherine Ross, Dustin Hoffman. (:15) My Dream is Yours (‘49) Doris Day.
(65) SYFY (65) (5:30)  Ender's Game (‘13, Sci-Fi) Abigail Breslin, Harrison Ford, Asa Butterfield.  Jaws (1975, Horror) Richard Dreyfuss, Robert Shaw, Roy Scheider. (:55) Happy! (:55) The Magicians
(162) RFD (162) SF Machinery Small Town Rural America 'Live' (N) Steve Lantvit Rural News (N) Grown Farm Monitor (N) SF Machinery Small Town Time Life Library
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