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Dear Annie: I enjoy my job, 
but I’m not satisfied. I’m not sure 
what I’m missing, though. I think 
I’m just daydreaming about an 
ideal job that probably doesn’t 
exist. But I don’t know how to 
reconcile that. I don’t 
want to be at my current 
job longer than another 
year or two. But that time 
is time I could be spend-
ing being happier, more 
fulfilled in my daily life. 
People say we should 
“live every day like it’s 
our last,” but that seems 
unrealistic — and finan-
cially unsound. If I knew 
I’d be dead in a year, I’d 
quit my job today. But that would 
be an irresponsible decision in 
the long term.

What should I do? I hate feel-
ing resentful of my job — a good 
job, with nice co-workers and 
bosses — because it isn’t what I 
really want to do. I would hate to 
realize too late that I should have 
been chasing what I really want 
instead of settling for what’s con-
ventional and “smart.” I want to 
live. — Restless Representative

Dear Restless Representa-
tive: The grass is always greener. 
We are accustomed to only hear-
ing or filtering out the posi-

tives of others’ lives. The dan-
ger is that you’re not listening 
to or thinking about how mun-
dane other careers might be and 
undermining yourself in a job 
that you enjoy.

That said, I do think 
it’s important for you 
to sit down and write 
out a list of your skills, 
your interests and your 
needs. This will help 
you understand what 
types of careers would 
fit your abilities and 
desires while balanc-
ing what you would like 
to achieve, both finan-
cially and personally.

As you understand this, begin 
to network in these fields and 
really listen to people as they 
describe their professional lives. 
Evaluate this against your cur-
rent job, and determine whether 
you truly want to shift careers. 
You simultaneously should be 
thinking about what it is that is 
not satisfying you in your job. 
Spend time understanding what 
is creating this sense of miss-
ing out, and think about whether 
there is some way you could find 
this in your current job. If there 
is, speak with your manager and 
create a plan to achieve it. He or 

she should be excited to work 
with you on this, as it would 
make you more productive.

In addition, create games to 
keep yourself motivated at work 
currently. Set targets each day for 
goals to achieve, and give your-
self a sense of accomplishment 
each day. This will help you stay 
focused at work while you go on 
a path of discovery.

How you do one thing is how 
you do everything.

Dear Annie: I don’t know 
whether “Witness” was the 
teacher of the class or just visit-
ing or an aide or what, but as a 
retired teacher, I can tell you that 
bullying cannot be tolerated even 
once in the classroom by any 
employee of the school. When 
I noticed a bullying situation, I 
immediately removed the bullier 
from the classroom and took him 
or her out into the hallway, where 
I gave the kid a warning and 
explained why it is unacceptable.

By not doing anything when 
the bullying was observed, the 
teacher/employee subjected the 
school to a lawsuit and financial 
culpability and created heartache 
for the student and parents. All 
schools should require anti-bul-
lying training for all employees. 
— Retired Teacher
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). To get where you 

want to go within an organization, you’ll need the 

gatekeepers of various departments to open up 

their doors to you. Strategize. Start by mapping out 

the levels and working parts of the social structure.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’ll have success 

with today’s venture. That’s not the hard part. The 

hard part is staying modest in those moments 

when it’s all going your way. The answer is to take it 

in, celebrate, but do so privately.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). The difference 

between you and the others is that you’re not play-

ing. You’ll do as you say immediately, and then the 

others will snap to, realizing the stiff competition 

they have in you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You can get clarity 

in your life by clearing things out of it. Thoughts, 

behaviors, physical items ... it all counts. Start with 

what’s easy for you and the purge will cleanse 

every part of your life. It’s all somehow linked 

together.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). People of all ages need 

to feel powerful, an instinct we share with other 

animals. So it’s hard to blame the one who’s not so 

secretly thrilled to be in charge. It usually wears off 

when the realities of leadership set in.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Ideally, you’ll be in re-

lationships with people as big-hearted as you are. 

When this isn’t the case, look for the other gifts — 

for instance, an analytical mind, or a comfortable 

dependability. They count, too.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Everyone shows 

appreciation differently, which is something to 

consider before you decide that a certain person 

isn’t showing it at all. If that really does turn out to 

be the case, perhaps your efforts are better placed 

elsewhere.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). It’s impossible to 

accept people for who they really are if you don’t 

know who they really are. When it comes to learn-

ing people, the learning curve is so steep that the 

get-to-know-you process is never really complete.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The ability to 

project an outcome can work for or against us, 

depending on how much fear we mix into the 

exercise. Stay stoic and scientific and you’ll prepare 

yourself instead of scare yourself.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). One thing stop-

ping you from becoming a top performer is your 

fear that once you excel, you’ll be expected to do 

so repeatedly. It’s a valid concern, but don’t worry. 

Once you excel, you’ll want to do it repeatedly.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You weren’t the one 

who burdened yourself. You were just nice (or in-

nocent) enough to stand still while the responsibil-

ity was heaped on your back. Now is your chance 

to shake it off.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). The amount of natural 

talent you need to succeed at the enterprise you 

have your eye on is surprisingly little. You have 

a hundred times more than you need. Now the 

question is, how many hours are you willing to 

put in?

TOMORROW’S BIRTHDAY (April 12). You have 

deep respect for the trailblazers who made it pos-

sible for you to do what you do and focus where 

you wish. Putting this admiration into words and 

gestures will be part of your success key this year. 

Your stellar attitude and willingness to learn will 

lead to promotion, travel and exciting relation-

ships. Sagittarius and Capricorn adore you. Your 

lucky numbers are: 4, 40, 8, 19 and 47.


