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Gaston and Knappa avoided 
a rainout, and met for their 
scheduled Northwest League 
baseball doubleheader at the 
Ridgefield, Washington sports 
complex for two games late Fri-
day night.

The Loggers won a pair of 
no-hitters, 19-2 and 15-0, mak-
ing it three five-inning wins 
over the Greyhounds in three 
days. Knappa outscored Gas-
ton by a combined 45-2 in last 
week’s three-game series, in 
which the Greyhounds had a 
total of four hits.

Knappa improves to 3-0 in 
league play, while Gaston falls 
to 0-6.

In Game 1, three pitch-
ers combined to throw Knap-
pa’s first no-hitter of 2019. Eli 
Takalo, Tristin Wallace and 
Devin Hoover gave up five 
walks, but struck out seven 
and did not allow a hit in five 
innings.

At the plate, Takalo was 
4-for-4 with a double, three 
RBIs and four runs scored. 
Hoover and Wallace each had a 
triple.

Three Gaston pitchers 
walked 10 and hit two batters.

Logan Flues threw Knappa’s 
second no-hitter in Game 2, in 
which the Loggers held a 15-run 
lead through four innings.

Takalo was 4-for-4 again, 
with a double and two triples 
for the Loggers, who dropped 
one spot in the rankings to No. 
6.

Knappa is scheduled to play 
a three-game series this week 
with Nestucca.

Pair of 
no-hitters 
for Knappa 
in victories 
over Gaston
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The Warrenton and Asto-
ria softball teams took a brief 
break from league play Friday 
at CMH Field, where the Fish-
ermen and Warriors staged a 
thrilling one-game “Clatsop 
Clash.”

Astoria scored in the bottom 
of the seventh to tie the game, 
but Warrenton scored in the top 
of the eighth for a 5-4 win over 
the Fishermen.

Astoria’s Julia Norris 
blasted a two-run homer in the 
first inning, helping the Fisher-
men build a 3-0 lead that held 
up through five innings.

As Astoria’s starting pitcher, 
Norris scattered five hits, struck 
out four and allowed three 
walks for the game.

But Warrenton finally got to 
Norris in the top of the sixth.

A run-scoring triple by 
Claire Bussert sparked a four-
run rally for the Warriors, who 
took a 4-3 lead on Kenzie Ram-
sey’s single that scored Jade 
Freniere.

After going scoreless for 
three innings, the Fishermen 
tied the game in the bottom of 
the seventh, as Kayla Helligso 
belted a one-out home run to tie 
the contest.

The Warriors went back to 
work in the top of the eighth, 
as Ramsey was hit by a pitch, 
Madison Kadera reached on an 
error, and Melia Kapua’s single 
to right scored Ramsey for the 
go-ahead run.

Warrenton pitcher Mia 
McFadden retired Astoria 
in order in the bottom of the 
eighth to pick up the victory.

Hailey O’Brien and Tenley 
Matteucci each had two hits for 
Astoria, which had seven hits 
for the game.

The two teams are sched-
uled to play again April 23 at 
Warrenton.

Warrenton 
softball outlasts 
Astoria in eight 
innings, 5-4
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S
EASIDE — For a track meet that 
had a weather forecast of “heavy 
rain, thunder, shower and fog,” it 
wasn’t that bad.

The annual Daily Astorian Invitational 
track meet has gained a well-deserved rep-
utation as an event that always seems to 
bring out the worst in spring weather on 
the North Coast.

But the 31st annual “Daily A,” held Sat-
urday at Seaside High School, turned out 
pretty good, all things considered. Espe-
cially for some Astoria and Seaside run-
ners, and a couple of throwers from Sea-
side and Warrenton.

No rain, thunder, showers or fog, but 
the wind still made an appearance. Every 
race, jump and throw was either “wind-
aided” or “wind-resisted,” or sometimes 
both.

But that was expected, with hundreds 
of athletes competing on a track that’s less 
than a mile from the Pacific Ocean.

The annual event features schools from 
all across the Lower Columbia region, and 
originally started as a meet to showcase 
track and field in the newspaper’s reader-
ship area.

While the Astoria girls continued their 
winning ways, Seaside’s Gretchen Hoek-
stre posted the only meet record of the 
day in winning the shot put, breaking a 
10-year-old mark (46 feet, 11½ inches) 
held by Astoria’s Laura Bobek, who went 
on to set records at the University of 
Oregon.

Hoekstre’s first throws Saturday 
weren’t going well, so the senior — 
who will attend Brigham Young Univer-
sity next year — made a little technique 
change halfway through the competition, 
which resulted in two huge throws.

“I had been doing the rotational (spin 
technique) in the shot all season long,” 
Hoekstre said, “and so I thought ‘that’s 
what I’m going to do, that’s where I’m 
going to build.’ But today I just couldn’t 
get behind the shot, so I decided I would 
try a ‘glide,’ because that’s what I prac-
ticed all summer long. And I’ve done 
probably 5,000 throws in the shot, for how 
much I’ve worked on it.

“And the first time I came out with the 
glide today, I knew I was going some-
where,” she said. “The first one was 
46-something. It just felt great. I watched 
some film of it after my coach took a video. 
The next throw I handled a little better, but 
I still wasn’t all the way behind it.”

But Hoekstre finally put it all together, 
and made a throw of 47-8 to set a personal 
best and break the meet record.

Bobek was a volunteer in Saturday’s 
meet, recording all the marks for the shot 
put competitors.

“Laura Bobek has all the records, and 

she’s so much fun to watch,” said Hoek-
stre, a big fan of Bobek. “So it was really 
cool to have her there. And even she was 
super excited, even though I think I broke 
her record. It felt really good after all the 
hard work I’ve put into it. It’s paying off.”

The second-place finisher was Warren-
ton’s Fernanda Alvarez (35-10).

In the discus (which Hoekstre also 
won, with a throw of 124-7), she said, 
“The wind has been kind of crazy all day, 
so I assumed it wouldn’t be a huge throw, 
but it definitely felt good.”

Astoria’s Kes Sandstrom, the defend-

ing 4A state champion in the discus, was 
second at 116-2.

Junior thrower Mark Warren of War-
renton didn’t break any meet records, but 
he did win two events filled with athletes 
from larger schools. He continued his big 
season with two wins and a second-place 
finish.

Warren began his day by winning the 
javelin with a season-best toss of 167-
8, topping the 164-8 of Seaside’s Parker 
Conrad.

Warren also won the shot put with a 
51-1, and placed second in the discus 
behind Astoria freshman Colton McMas-
ter, who had a toss of 127-11.

Weather-wise, “I thought it was going 
to be a pretty terrible day, but so far it’s 
been really good,” Warren said after win-
ning the javelin. “The wind might have 
helped a little, but in the end I just wanted 
to finish well in this event.”

In the discus, he said, “I’d love to get 
over 130 there, so I can stay on track and 
get our school record. It’s at 142. I’ve got-
ten close in practice, into the 135s.”

Meanwhile, the Astoria girls’ team is 
officially in “cruise control,” winning 
races on the track — by large margins — 
and in the field.

On the track, the Lady Fishermen won 
the 400 meters (sophomore Kelsey Fau-
sett), 800 meters (sophomore Sophie 
Long), 1,500 meters (freshman Lindsay 
Riutta), the 300-meter hurdles (sopho-
more Isabella Clement) and both relays.

Junior Elizabeth Barnett won the pole 
vault and triple jump, where she leaped 32 
feet, 4 inches and teammate Nara Van De 
Grift had a personal best 32-0.

Barnett said her main competition was 
the wind — which seemed to know when 
it was her turn to jump.

“Every time I got in the pit, it felt like 
the wind was blowing extra hard,” she 
laughed. “Same thing with high jump, it 
just blew every time I stood up.”

On the boys’ side, Seaside sophomore 
Henry Garvin was the sprint champion of 
the day, winning the 100 meters in 12.25, 
and the 200 meters in a personal best 
24.44.

Seaside teammate Levi Card circled the 
track twice in 2:06.18 to win the 800, and 
Ilwaco freshman Daniel Quintana won the 
1,500 in a personal best time 4:28.34.

Seaside’s fourth win on the track came 
from junior Luis Moreno, in the 3,000 
meters at 10:23.36.

Astoria’s one win on the track belonged 
to senior Ian Hunt, who ran the 110-meter 
hurdles in 17.08 to finish ahead of team-
mate Lathen Schultz (17.35).

Hunt highlighted his day by clearing a 
personal best 6-feet to win the high jump.

Knappa had four athletes combine for 
one win, as Robert Piña-Morton, Pavlo 
Miller, Tyler Green and Kanai Philip 
teamed up to win the 400-meter relay in 
47.52, outracing Astoria (48.03) to the 
tape.

ATHLETES RUN AND JUMP IN 
THE WIND, AT DAILY A INVITE
Hoekstre breaks meet record
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Cole Biamont clears the bar for Seaside in the pole vault.
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Seaside’s Gretchen Hoekstre gets a hug 

from track meet volunteer Jarom Bowles, 

shortly after winning the shot put with a 

new meet record.
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Jacob Lilley, left, takes off in a relay race for 

Jewell.

SCOREBOARD

 PREP SPORTS SCHEDULE
 TODAY

Baseball — Seaside at Newport. 4:30 p.m.; Willamina 
at Warrenton, 4:30 p.m.
Softball — Tillamook at Astoria, 5 p.m.; Willamina at 
Warrenton, 4:30 p.m.
Girls golf — Astoria/Seaside at Banks, noon

 TUESDAY
Baseball — Astoria at Tillamook, 5 p.m.; Nestucca at 
Knappa, 4:30 p.m.
Boys golf — Tillamook at Astoria, 2 p.m.; Seaside at 
Molalla Invite, TBA

 SOFTBALL
Warrenton 5, Astoria 4
Warrenton 000 004 01—5 5 4
Astoria 201 000 10—4 7 2
W: Mia McFadden (1 K, 2 walks). L: Julia Norris (4 Ks, 3 
walks). RBI: War, Bue, Bussert, Kapua, Ramsey; Ast, Nor-
ris 2, Helligso, Lyngstad. 2B: Ast, Lyngstad. 3B: War, 
Bussert. HR: Ast, Norris, Helligso. HBP: War, Ramsey. 
LOB: Warrenton 5, Astoria 9.


