THE DAILY ASTORIAN » TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 2019

Farmers, hunters spar
over elk damage bills

House bill covers
Clatsop County

By MATEUSZ
PERKOWSKI
Capital Press

Legislation aimed at
reducing crop damage from
elk has pitted Oregon agri-
culture groups against hunt-
ing organizations that say
the proposals will allow for
irresponsible killing.

The state House and Sen-
ate are considering bills
under which the Oregon
Department of Fish and
Wildlife would issue tags
with more flexible rules for
killing elk that consume hay,
trample fields and damage
fences.

Proponents of House Bill
3227 and Senate Bill 301
argue that existing tools for
managing elk damage have
proven to be insufficient as
populations of the ungulates
have increased.

“It’s like someone com-
ing into your living room
every month and say-
ing, ‘Give me 25% of your
income,”” said state Rep.
Greg Barreto, R-Cove, chief
sponsor of HB 3227.

The specifics of each pro-
posal are different, but both
would call for damage tags
to be issued to “persons”
rather than “landowners,”
which hunting organizations
claim will greatly expand
the field of people who qual-
ify to kill elk.

“This bill will allow for
the senseless killing of elk
during times when elk are
most vulnerable,” said Fred
Walasavage, board mem-
ber of the Oregon Hunters
Association.

HB 3227 would create an
excessive elk damage pilot
program for areas in Lin-
coln, Tillamook, Clatsop,
Union, Morrow, Wallowa
and Umatilla counties.
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Oregon farmers and hunters disagree about two bills aimed
at reducing elk damage by changing tag requirements.

and Wildlife would sell
pilot program tags to people
who complain of excessive
elk damage, which would
include not only landowners
but also people who lease
property or shareholders of
an entity that rents or owns
property.

The tags would apply
only to antlerless elk but
there would be no limit on
the number of tags per per-
son or a minimum acreage
requirement to participate in
the pilot program.

The original version of
HB 3227 would allow the
use of artificial lights to spot
elk at night but a proposed
amendment would remove
that provision.

Under SB 301, the
Department of Fish and
Wildlife would be directed
to consider elk overpop-
ulation when issuing tags
under an existing landowner
damage tag program. The
bill would also allow such
tags to be used by “per-
sons” rather than strictly by
“landowners.”

Two other bills intro-
duced in the Senate that
dealt with elk damage have
died in committee because
they weren’t scheduled for
a work session by Friday’s
legislative deadline.

Supporters of the surviv-
ing bills argue that current
laws and programs intended
to help landowners are insuf-
ficient to keep pace with the
damage caused by elk.

“Hazing runs elk to your
neighbors, fencing slows
them down,” said Dan
Leuthold, a farmer in Tilla-
mook County.

Elk damage is a serious
threat to the financial stabil-
ity of Oregon farmers and
could lead to the conver-
sion of land to “ranchettes”
if agriculture isn’t profitable,
said Mark Owens, an alfalfa
grower and Harney County
commissioner.

“It’s preservation. It’s not
a hunting bill,” Owens said
of HB 3227.

Representatives of the
Oregon Hunters Associ-
ation, the Rocky Moun-
tain Elk Foundation and the
Oregon Bow Hunters told
lawmakers the proposals
went too far in relaxing tag
restrictions.

Members of a hunting
club, for example, could
lease a small parcel under
HB 3227 and make the case
for receiving limitless pilot
program tags, said Paul
Donheffner, a board mem-
ber of the Oregon Hunters
Association.
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Sancy Leachman, M.D, Ph.D,, is a physician-scientist who chairs
the Department of Dermatology at Oregon Health & Science
University (OHSU) and is the directar of the Melanoma
Research Program at the OHSU Knight Cancer Institute, an
NCl-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center. She is a
dermatologist using basic science research and state-of-
the-art technology to combat skin cancer.

When not working, Leachman spends time
with her husband and two children in
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Winning the war on Cancer:

Immunotherapies, early detection and community action

Dr. Sancy Leachman

Chair, Department of Dermatology
Oregon Health Sciences University

Leachman is passionate about fighting the “War on Melanoma”and has
led the effort in building one of the largest national melanoma patient
registries in Oregon. In line with the OHSU Knight Cancer
Institute’s focus on the early detection of cancer, Leachman
and team have developed a mobile phone app,
MoleMapper, which tracks moles and their change and
growth over time. MoleMapper will helo to gather
data for melanoma research and, potentially, impact
health outcomes in individuals at risk.
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RSVP by Friday, April 12,2019

For reservations, to become a
member or be added to contact list:
RSVP to 503-325-4955

or forum@dailyastorian.com

To Attend:

Members: Dinner & Lecture $25 each; Lecture only free.
Non-Members: Dinner & Lecture $35 each; Lecture only $15 each
Appetizers available at 6pm. Dinner will be served at 6:30pm. Lecture will begin after dinner.

Forum to be held at

(new location):

Chef Chris Holen’s NEKST EVENT
175 14th St,, Ste 100, Astoria
Next to Baked Alaska

at the foot of 12th St.

Use back-in parking
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HEALTH NOTIFICATION!

Are You Hard of Hearing?

A major name brand hearing aid provider
wishes to field test a remarkable new
digital hearing instrument in the area. This
offer is free of charge and you are under no
obligation.

These revolutionary 100% Digital
instruments use the latest technology to
comfortably and almost invisibly help you
hear more clearly. This technology solves
the “stopped up ears” and “head in a
barrel” sensation some people experience.
If you wish to participate, you will be
required to have your hearing tested in our
office FREE OF CHARGE to determine candidacy and review your results
with the hearing instruments with our hearing care specialist.

At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so
desire, at a tremendous savings for participating in this field test. Special
testing will be done to determine the increased benefits of this technology.

Benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise
environment, accuracy of hearing test, and proper fit.

This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if hearing help is
available for your hearing loss and get hearing help at a very affordable
price.

Call Now and Make

a Reservation if you
wish to be Included!

THIS WEEK ONLY!

Ofter Expires 4/5/19

Mention Code:
19AprHealth

Miracle:Ear

Since 1990 the Miracle-Ear Foundation™ has been providing hearing aids, follow-up care, and educational resources to
people with hearing loss who demonstrate personal inability to financially provide for their hearing health needs. We do
this because we believe everyone in our community deserves quality hearing instruments.

\Y,

Special Notice State

Employees
You may qualify for a hearing aid
benefit up to $4,000 every 4 years. Call
for eligibility status.

Miracle-Ear Center
Youngs Bay Plaza
173 S. Hwy 101
Warrenton, OR 97146
(503) 836-7921

Miracle- Ear Center
2505 Main Ave N, Suite C
Tillamook, OR 97141
(503) 836-7926

Visit us online at
www.miracle-ear.com

Hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. Hearing Aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences
will vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation by our Consultant, proper fit, and the ability to adjust amplification. If you are not
must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in satisfactory condition for a full refund.
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