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Search on for a septic solution on peninsula

Help needed for a
stinky situation

By LUKE WHITTAKER
Chinook Observer

LONG BEACH, Wash.
— A septic situation is
brewing in the bowels of
the Long Beach Penin-
sula that has some holding
their breath, hopeful for an
answer.

The stinky situation
started roughly six weeks
ago when Evergreen Septic
was notified by the Warren-
ton Wastewater Treatment
Plant that it would no longer
accept commercial waste.
It is still processing Ever-
green’s residential effluent.

The Seaview-based sep-
tic company previously
delivered commercial and
residential waste to the plant
for a few years, according to
co-owner Ben Woodby.

“On Feb. 12 we received
a letter from the wastewa-
ter treatment plant that we
had been taking everything
to that they were no longer
going to accept commercial
accounts,” Woodby said.
The “reason being com-
mercial accounts have a lot
more grease and things of
that nature. Their issue was
their plant was getting over-
loaded, so they did a pol-
icy change to combat their
loading levels by going to
straight residential.”

The letter came as a
shock to Woodby, whose
septic  company  serves
more than 120 commercial
accounts across Pacific and
Wahkiakum counties, repre-
senting about 30 percent of
his business.

“The letter stated they

Evergreen Septic co-owner Ben Woodby is looking for place to take commercial waste.

were only going to accept
residential ~ waste  from
houses serving no more than
two families, basically a
duplex was the biggest they
would allow,” Woodby said.
“It was out of the blue. We
didn’t know there was going
to be an issue. We had been
hauling to them for the past
five years.

“Before that we were
going to Centralia, Shelton
and Rainier. It’s always been
a long haul. Warrenton was
the closest treatment plant

that accepted for us.”

Seeking a solution

Woodby has been in con-
tact with surrounding waste-
water plants and several local
and state officials over the
past six weeks searching for
an alternative plant to haul
commercial waste. Nearby
plants in Ilwaco, Long Beach
and Raymond aren’t capable
of receiving the waste, so the
search has widened.

“I called every wastewa-
ter plant that we can get a

Man sentenced to probation for attempted sex abuse

By BRENNA VISSER
The Daily Astorian

A man who attempted to
sexually abuse a young girl in
a Seaside hotel was sentenced
to five years probation.

Travis  Huggett, of
Wasilla, Alaska, was indicted
on four counts of first-degree
sex abuse after inappropri-
ately touching the girl, who
was 12 years old at the time,
in the pool of a Seaside hotel
in 2016.

At one point, the girl hit
her head near the pool and
went back to the hotel to
take a shower. Huggett then
climbed into the shower and
inappropriately touched her
again, District Attorney Ron
Brown said during a hearing

last week.

“She did hit her head at
one point, but she didn’t
think she was groggy enough
to need help in the shower,”
Brown said.

Huggett, 37, pleaded
guilty to attempted sex
abuse in the first degree, a
lesser felony, and had his
other charges dismissed in
exchange for cooperating
with the prosecution.

“He should have realized
that it was inappropriate,”
said Brian Walker, an attor-
ney who represented Hug-
gett. “With the treatment, Mr.
Huggett hopes to learn those
boundaries.”

As a part of his probation,
Huggett will be required to
complete a sex offender treat-
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ment program.

“You realize that your
behavior toward her has
probably had very detrimen-
tal effects on her and will
maybe for the rest of her
life,” Judge Paula Brownhill
said. “I’m hopeful you never
do it ever again to a little girl
or woman.”
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hold of,” Woodby said. “I just
called Longview back today
(March 21) and they’re still
not accepting because they
have an issue with their plant.
Aberdeen said they would be
interested in receiving but to
check back in a few weeks
and Rainier was in the same
position.

“All the other plants I
called aren’t set up for receiv-
ing of waste. The other issue
is some have made poli-
cies where, if we’re not ser-
vicing their county, we can’t

Luke Whittaker/Chinook Observer

haul waste to them. I’ve met
the chamber and all of the
sewer districts and county
commissioners.”

While a short-term solu-
tion is sought, the search for
a long-term answer is also
underway.

“Our goal is to see if we can
become self sufficient for the
county because we have three
wastewater treatment plants
— one in Long Beach, llwaco
and Raymond,” Woodby said.
“Currently, none of those are
set up for receiving and that’s

A3

our goal, to see if we can
make some type of system so
that we can in turn treat waste
at one of the local water treat-
ment plants.

“Right now the hauling to
other sites ... it’s not just a
Pacific County problem, it’s
a Washington state problem.
We’re actively trying to solve
this issue. We’re just hitting
the red tape from the state.”

Under pressure

Commercial septic tanks
on the peninsula are typically
emptied, cleaned and prepped
annually, usually in the spring
just ahead of the busiest sum-
mer season.

With the Long Beach
Razor Clam Festival and
Loyalty Days only weeks
away, concerns are growing
about finding a solution soon.

“Loyalty Days is just
around the corner and that’s
when our summer kicks off,”
Woodby said. “There’s an
urgency. I’m constantly trying
to find ways to get rid of this,
but come May that’s when
everyone comes down to the
beach.”

Woodby is hopeful that it
will work out that commer-
cial waste can be temporarily
hauled to a plant in Longview,
which he considered a best-
case scenario.

“They’re  the  biggest
one, it’s a regional wastewa-
ter treatment plant,” he said.
“They said to call back in a
few weeks. It just becomes
more concerning the more it
gets pushed. I have an appli-
cation to haul to them, I just
have to wait for approval.
We’re doing everything we
can to minimize the impact
on the commercial customers,
but there’s a lot more proce-
dures we have to go through.”
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