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Dear Annie: I am an officer 
in an old but still active commu-
nity cemetery with graves dating 
back to at least the 1800s and 
with plenty of available space.

We have the usual 
slate of officers and 
board of directors. We 
advertise our public 
meetings, as directed 
in our bylaws, but they 
are poorly attended. The 
handful of interested 
parties who attend these 
meetings are saddled 
with the issues of insur-
ance, locating graves, 
hiring gravediggers, 
finding and awarding mowing 
contracts, driveway upkeep, tree 
trimming, brush removal along 
our borders, upkeep of our small 
meeting building, and whatever 
other needs arise.

A few years ago, when a 
burial was scheduled and our 
hilly driveway was very washed-
out, two of us — women in our 
60s — gathered rocks by hand to 
fill in the big ruts and then sat on 
the ground to put those rocks in 
some of the ruts in our driveway.

Very few folks seem to appre-
ciate and support our volunteer 
efforts. Most lot owners never 

attend meetings and never send 
a donation. These are the folks 
who do not hesitate to call us or 
write to us with their complaints.

We didn’t ask for these 
responsibilities. We 
inherited our feeling 
of responsibility and 
respect from our par-
ents, grandparents and 
beyond. We would wel-
come a helping hand 
with paperwork, con-
tracts and decisions.

Like the case with 
all volunteer organiza-
tions, donations would 
be welcome, but more 

important is our need for help. 
Fortunately, we are able to pay 
someone to mow, but even that 
brings complaints when the 
grassy hillside is wet and too 
slippery to mow.

How can we spur the interest 
of these folks? — Who’s Going 
to Do It When We’re Gone?

Dear Who’s: Most obviously 
— and most importantly — you 
need to ask, and ask often. Few 
people share your innate sense of 
responsibility and service. Most 
people need to be reminded that 
there are opportunities out there 
for them to make their commu-

nities better places.
And that is how you should 

frame volunteering — as an 
opportunity, not a chore. One 
way to make volunteers feel like 
the valuable parts of your orga-
nization that they are is to give 
them titles. Come up with names 
for various positions that you 
need. The specificity will help 
people better understand what 
they’d be doing and offer more 
of a sense of purpose.

Lastly, I want to commend 
you and your fellow volunteers 
for all the hard work you’ve put 
into caring for this resting place. 
Thank you. It’s selflessness such 
as yours that lights up the world.

Dear Annie: The woman 
who complained about her hus-
band’s agreeing to a wedding 
in their backyard has poten-
tially more to worry about 
than stranger guests using their 
home’s restrooms. She should 
check her city’s ordinances 
about noise and consider what 
the reception will entail. Also, 
she should insist that her hus-
band contact the company with 
which he has homeowner’s 
insurance to be sure he is cov-
ered for possible injury on the 
property. — Jane in Vacaville

ANNIE LANE
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More volunteers needed TOMORROW’S HOROSCOPE
By Holiday Mathis, Creators Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Gentle times like 

these are the calm before the storm. So instead 

of enjoying the lull, do exercises to get yourself 

ready for a future that requires your strength.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). People have dif-

ferent signals, signals they don’t learn so much 

as create, signals never formally communicat-

ed. Yet you’re the kind of person they think will 

understand them anyway, and somehow you 

actually do.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). There are some 

who don’t like schools categorically. If ev-

eryone is going in a direction, one stream of 

thought or another, there are those who will 

resist on principle. It’s a checkpoint opportuni-

ty but nothing to take too personally.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). It’s a day to appre-

ciate the difference inherent in generations. 

Youth is movement. Age is movement, too, 

but slower and multidimensional, sometimes 

internal, sometimes symbolic.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Doing what you know 

isn’t going to help you explore, grow or con-

quer new realms. Doing what you don’t know 

is going to make you feel stupid. The more 

comfortable you get with that, the bigger and 

better you’ll be.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There are new 

people you don’t meet, so much as recognize. 

These soul-to-soul reunions don’t have to be 

anything heavy. They can be incredibly light-

hearted and yet feel like strange validation.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You have your own 

way of seeing things, and it’s not accurate, 

because no one’s way of seeing things is accu-

rate. As an evolved person, you recognize your 

limitations, and perhaps even celebrate them.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). When was the 

last time you marveled at something? When 

was the last time your curiosity shattered the 

limitations of the usual wondering, pushing 

into extraordinary realms of awe?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’ve been 

working very hard. Could you trust others to 

do the same? People will do more if you ask 

them to do more, but do even more if you 

leave a need for them to do more.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). There’s a sub-

text in your dialogue. Whether or not you want 

that to reveal more than you intended, you 

can’t help it. Such is the exchange of language.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Yes, the 

constant craving is real. There’s a difficulty in 

being that is not and will never be resolved. 

The wise will get used to the thirst, as it will not 

be quenched.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re not in 

charge of what others see in you, and con-

cerning yourself with that would be a major 

waste of time today. You know how you’d like 

to develop. All is well when you stay headed in 

that direction.

TOMORROW’S BIRTHDAY (March 20). This 

will be an exciting year of firsts, even if you 

thought you’d already experienced all the 

firsts. You’re changing. You’ve learned all you 

can about some topics, exhausted the value 

in certain situations, and now you’ll move 

gracefully into new interests, professional 

situations, domestic arrangements, friendships 

and more. Cancer and Libra adore you. Your 

lucky numbers are: 7, 20, 33, 37 and 11.


