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Investigators find flight recorders
from Ethiopian Boeing 737 crash

157 dead, including 8 Americans

By ELIAS MESERET
and YIDNEK KIRUBEL
Associated Press

EJERE, Ethiopia — Authorities in Ethio-
pia, China and Indonesia grounded all Boeing
737 Max 8 aircraft today following the crash
of an Ethiopian Airlines jetliner that killed
157 people, and investigators found the flight
recorders from the field where the plane went
down.

The new plane crashed shortly after take-
off in clear weather outside Addis Ababa on
Sunday, and the airline decided to ground its
remaining four 737 Max 8s
until further notice as “an

‘SAFETY IS OUR

was told to return but all contact was lost
shortly afterward. The plane plowed into the
ground at Hejere near Bishoftu, scattering
debris like a shredded book, a battered pass-
port and business cards in multiple languages.

Canada, Ethiopia, the U.S., China, Italy,
France, Britain, Egypt, Germany, India and
Slovakia all lost four or more citizens.

At least 21 staff members from the United
Nations were killed in the crash, said U.N.
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, who led
a moment of silence at a meeting where he
said “a global tragedy has hit close to home.”

Both Addis Ababa and Nairobi are major
hubs for humanitarian workers, and some
had been on their way to a large U.N. envi-
ronmental conference set to
begin Monday in Nairobi.
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The plane’s flight data
and cockpit voice recorders
were found, Ethiopian Air-
lines said. An airline official,
however, said one of the recorders was par-
tially damaged and “we will see what we can
retrieve from it.”

Ethiopian authorities are leading the inves-
tigation into the crash, assisted by the U.S.,
Kenya and others.

Sunday’s crash was strikingly similar
to that of a Lion Air jet of the same Boeing
model in Indonesian seas last year, killing 189
people. The crash was likely to renew ques-
tions about the 737 Max 8, the newest ver-
sion of Boeing’s popular single-aisle airliner,
which was first introduced in 1967 and has
become the world’s most common passen-
ger jet.

Safety experts cautioned against draw-
ing too many comparisons between the two
crashes until more is known about the disas-
ter. Besides the groundings in China and
Indonesia, Caribbean carrier Cayman Air-
ways temporarily grounded their Max 8s.

People from 35 countries died in the crash
six minutes after the plane took off from Ethi-
opia’s capital for Nairobi. Ethiopian Airlines
said the senior pilot issued a distress call and

Boeing statement

the company’s CEO told
reporters no problems were
seen before Sunday’s fight.
But investigators also will
look into the plane’s maintenance, which may
have been an issue in the Lion Air crash.

The plane was delivered to Ethiopian Air-
lines in November. The jet’s last maintenance
was on Feb. 4, and it had flown just 1,200
hours.

Chicago-based Boeing said it did not
intend to issue any new guidance to its cus-
tomers. It plans to send a technical team to the
crash site to help Ethiopian and U.S. investi-
gators, however, and issued a statement say-
ing it was “deeply saddened to learn of the
passing of the passengers and crew” on the
Ethiopian Airlines Max airplane.

The 737 is the best-selling airliner in his-
tory, and the Max, the newest version of it
with more fuel-efficient engines, is a cen-
tral part of Boeing’s strategy to compete with
European rival Airbus.

“Safety is our No. 1 priority and we are
taking every measure to fully understand
all aspects of this accident, working closely
with the investigating team and all regulatory
authorities involved,” the company said in a
statement.

Free
Concert

The Daily Astorian and
Liberty Theatre present the

U.S. Coast Guard
Woodwind Quartet

In concert Wednesday, April 3 ¢« 7 p.m.
Liberty Theatre ¢ Astoria

Daily Astorian Subscribers, Liberty Theater members and
Coast Guard active and retired personnel can pick up their
free tickets at the Daily Astorian starting March 11. Tickets

are available to the public beginning March 18.

For more information call 503-325-3211

TICKET HOLDERS PLEASE BE SEATED BY 6:45 P.M.
DOORS WILL OPEN TO NON-TICKET HOLDERS AT 6:50 P.M.
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FIELD TEST
Candidates Wanted

URGENT NOTICE: You may be qualified
to participate in a special Field Test of
new hearing instrument technology
being held at a local test site.

An industry leader in digital hearing devices is
sponsoring a product field test in your area next
week and they have asked us to select up to

15 qualified candidates to participate. They are
interested in determining the benefits of GENIUS™
3.0 Technology in eliminating the difficulty hearing
aid users experience in difficult environments, such
as those with background noise or multiple talkers.
Candidates in other test areas have reported very
positive feedback so far.

We are looking for additional candidates in
Warrenton and the surrounding areas.

Dates: March 11th-15th

Miracle-Ear Center
Youngs Bay Plaza
173 S. Hwy 101
Warrenton, OR 97146
(503) 836-7921

Miracle-Ear Center
2505 Main Ave N, Suite C
Tillamook, OR 97141
(503) 836-7926

In an effort to accurately demonstrate the incredible
performance of these devices, specially trained
representatives will be conducting testing and
demonstrations during this special event.

In addition to an audiometric hearing evaluation,
candidates will receive a fiber-optic otoscope exam,
a painless procedure that could reveal common
hearing problems such as excessive wax or damage
to the eardrum, as well as other common cause of
hearing deficiencies.

Qualified Field Test Candidates:

e ive in Warrenton or the surrounding area

¢ Are at least 55 years of age or older

e Have experienced some level of hearing difficulty,
or currently wear hearing aids

e Don’t currently work for a market research
company

)

We have a limited supply of the GENIUS™ 3.0 test
product currently on hand and ready for testing.
We have also been authorized to offer significant
discounts if you decide to take the hearing
instruments home. If you choose not to keep them,
there’s no risk or obligation of any kind.t

TO PARTICIPATE:

1. You must be one of the first 15 people to call our
office Mention Code: 19MarField

2. You will be required to have your hearing tested
in our office, FREE OF CHARGE, to determine
candidacy.

3. Report your results with the hearing instruments
to the Hearing Care Specialist over a three week
test period.

Qualified candidates will be selected on a first-

come, first-served basis so please call us TODAY

to secure your spot in the Product Field Test.

FIELD TEST
PARTICIPANTS
Will be tested and
selected same-day.

Participants who qualify and complete the product
test will receive a FREE $100 Restaurant.com Gift
Card” as a token of our thanks.

AVOID WAITING — CALL AND MENTION CODE: 19MarField

*One per household. Must be 55 or older and bring loved one for familiar voice test. Must complete a hearing
test. Not valid with prior test/purchase in last 6 months. While supplies last. Free gift card may be used toward
the purchase of food at participating restaurants where a minimum purchase may also be required. See restau-
rant.com for details. Not redeemable for cash. Promotional offer available during special event dates only. TIf you
are not completely satisfied, the aids may be returned for a full refund within 30 days of the completion of fitting,
in satisfactory condition. See store for details.




