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e he other hand there are certaun constan
There was, for example, the sea’s the attraction the seacoast itself has had
ss. Serene as a mill pond on as well as the particular effect the

capriciousnes
t could suddenly leap with fury. flinging almost any kind of person.
acted, at least since the

o that 5o many “dropouts™ -
and not only in the 1960's and 70's but before and after as
“Take me out 1o the ballgame, take
me out with the crowd, buy me some
peanuts and Crackerjack, | don't care if
we ever get back. ‘Cause it's root, root,
root for the Cabbies, if they don’t win
it's the same. For it's, one, two, three
strikes you're out, at the old ballgame.”
(The un-official Cubs version.)

an ocean. At least so

ning nto and enduring effect of the seashore
distant past 1s concerned. the sea’s reputation was o

s
by the travel essayist Raban,

Began in the scventc
[ that remarkable people,
10 mind the fnend who once opined that the
Oregon s slanted down to the west, with the result
kooks slide down (o the coust. Despite the
iggeration, there is no doub that seacoasts, including
s, have nw;i«s drawn the mildly eceentric — in the
4 View of some, one of the pleasing features of coastal
them 10 look with favor on the medium for Raban’ ctable
lly supported their trade. Secondly, the Duich “
ly deficd the sea by diking therr land, the sea at

r element in this changed atutude toward the sea
om trade or engincering but (rom art. Panters,

d our taste i

e y
xtent than those carlier seafaring peoples, the exay
. Vikings, and Arabs. The trade these ships
lin brought great riches 10 the Dutch, and that

grow lax.” Other writers, 100 (as well as police
departments), have commented on what some would call the
inly, itis

“liberating” mfluence of the seashore. Certainly,

that people at wont o
" “kick over the traces,” and those other
expressions ting a lifting of inhibition. Yet somehow
the sea air scems to gloss over -~ to redeem, as it were
‘whatever ies may result. The process has been

te in hand, twrned (o it. The result was that
10 see the sea as 1t had never been seen before -
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than a century or so later that three other
along that further enhanced our view of
e. One was a movement

took as one of 1ts ideals not
ltered pastoral valley but the dark and i il ing), wrole:
“There are some days here so still and it seems as
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Twain'’s typewriter. Ah, things were so much simpler then.

a typewriter, grandpa?

A newspaper with a message.

What’

had something of a jarring journalistic
moment the other day.

A woman called — on the tele-
phone — and said, “I want to drop off a
letter.”

I said, can you email it?

She said that she doesn’t have a
computer.

I told her that we didn’t have the office
staff to re-input a typed or handwritten
letter. Letters need to be submitted via
email, verified and adhere to a number of
principles.

Fifty years ago someone at the front
desk would have welcomed the letter
writer into the office, taken the handwrit-
ten sheets and typed it before deliver-
ing to the managing editor, who would
pass it to the editor, who would have
then passed it to the assistant editor who
would type the document
and then sent it to the
copy editor before going
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The Cannon, one of Cannon Beach’s earliest
journalistic entries.

back to the editor.
Ah the good old days. — —

Reader’s Digest founder WEr e ‘.771‘9:. S

and publisher DeWitt B Berhuie e ad. a7

Wallace sent employees g HNoréh Side Has Séé‘ Tk
MARX anywhere they wanted -. s @']m Cannon. = =

to go once a year, on the F W o A o TN

thought that they would L oA el MEXT, | B )

become better, more well-rounded human
beings as a result.

Digest commuters from throughout
the New York Metro area could ride to
work on company buses to the bucolic
offices in Pleasantville. Even though
the office was technically in the town of
Chappaqua, Wallace preferred the sopo-
rific “Pleasantville” postal address. Each
May, Fridays became holidays, so work-
ers could tend to their gardens.

Type a letter? There were 25 bod-
ies waiting with carbon paper to make a
correction.

When Spencer Tracy and Robert Red-
ford portrayed real journalists, they
inhabited small cities.

So there was an awkward pause on the
phone.
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Mark Twain didn’t yet have the typewriter at his desk in this 1880 photo.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters should be exclusive to the Cannon Beach Gazette, should be fewer than 350
words and must include the writer’s name, address and phone number. You will be con-
tacted to confirm authorship. All letters are subject to editing. Letters written in response
to other letter writers should address the issue at hand and, rather than mentioning the
writer by name, should refer to the headline and date the letter was published. Discourse
should be civil and people should be referred to in a respectful manner. Letters in poor
taste will not be printed. Send letters to editor@cannonbeachgazette.com or via our
online form at cannonbeachgazette.com.
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Street lights in CB!

apps. Talk about a tsunami, but these

Here was a woman looking to express  archives to me, old lisher/Janitor The  took place every generation, then every
herself to put pen to paper and share her ~ newspaper pre- Beloved Rever- decade, every year, every second.
thoughts. She wanted her ideas shared decessors to the end Billy Lloyd I gave up my own beloved Hermes
with the world, but was rendered mute Gazette. Hults,” was an 3000 typewriter — so iconic that author
without a computer. Why she didn’t have The Cannon exquisite work William Kotzwinkle wrote a book with

of art. Headlines
read: “Put your
good where it will
do the most,” and

the same title — for good in the early
1980s when I got my first personal com-
puter, an AT&T 6300 with dual 5%-inch
floppy disk drives. It’s probably worth

was the first on
record, published
by Jack and Jim
Dennon in the

a computer — access? money? choice?
— didn’t really matter.

Think about it: Shakespeare scribed;
our Founding Fathers, Abraham Lincoln

and everyone until Mark Twain decided late 1940s when a “Jerry Brown for something — at a museum.
to turn to the typewriter. He called it “the  few hundred folks President.” Public works employees recently dug
newfangled typing machine” after he saw  lived in town and It is the physi- up a 50-year-old time capsule buried

street lights were
a big issue. The
Cannon started as
a Cannon Beach
student newspa-

cal appearance and
tactile experience
that makes print so
seductive.

Ironic that it

underground at the Tolovana Arts Col-
ony. A new capsule was boxed and stored
at Whale Park at a celebration on Feb.

14. History goes by quickly. When 2069
comes, those of us still alive may say, “I

a Remington in a Boston store window
— in the 1870s.

Twain’s 1883 book, “Life on the Mis-
sissippi,” was the first literary work to be
completed on the machine, Michael Ros-

R.J. Marx/The Daily Astorian
A letter to the editor. Now what do we do?

enwald of the Washington Post reported
last spring.

In small towns, journalism was a
family affair. I was down at the Can-
non Beach History Center and Museum
recently as they kindly opened their

per — this was before Cannon Beach
merged with the Seaside School District
— with mimeographed headlines in cur-
sive script.

In the 1990s The Upper Left Edge,
under the supervision of “Editor/Pub-

would take America’s greatest writer,
Mark Twain, to alter technology
inexorably.

Typewriters gave way to teletype
and fax machines and telexes and bits
and bytes, PCs, iMacs, iPhones and

remember the Internet.”

Their descendants will say: “There
you go again, grandpa.”

R.J. Marx is editor of the Seaside Sig-
nal and Cannon Beach Gazette, and cov-
ers South County for The Daily Astorian.



