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Family displaced by fire in Hamlet home

By BRENNA VISSER
The Daily Astorian

HAMLET — Two adults
and three children lost their
Hamlet home after a nearby
generator caught fire on
Tuesday afternoon.

At about  2:30 p.m.,,
neighbors reported a fire
burning in the home at
79721 Hamlet Rd. and used
fire extinguishers to slow
the flames until firefighters
could arrive. No one was in
the home at the time.

About half of the house
was on fire by the time crews
arrived, said Matt Verley,
the chief of the Hamlet Vol-
unteer Fire Department. A
generator near the house
appeared to catch fire, which
then spread into the house.

Weather conditions and
the structure of the home
made it particularly hard to
fight the fire, Verley said.
Because the fire was trapped
in a part of the attic difficult
to access, it took firefighters
almost six hours to put out
the flames.

“With 6 inches of snow
on the ground, getting on
the roof to ventilate was dif-
ficult,” Verley said. “Before

Matt Verley/Hamlet Volunteer Fire Department
Fire crews work to put out a house fire in Hamlet in wintry conditions.

others got there I was using

fire hoses to clear off the

snow so we could work.”
The house is considered

a total loss, but crews were
able to retrieve some per-
sonal items for the family
after the flames were put out.

Warrenton zone change could spur development

New apartments
are possible

By KATIE
FRANKOWICZ
The Daily Astorian

WARRENTON — A
19-acre wedge of residen-
tial properties between U.S.
Highway 101 and Spur 104
in Warrenton is now open for
commercial development.

The City Commission
approved a zone change for
the area in a 4-1 vote Tues-
day night. The change will
allow for the development of
high-density housing, such
as apartments, as well as
office and business projects.

Mayor Henry Balen-
sifer voted against the
change because of con-
cerns about what develop-

ment could mean for traffic.
The properties are near the
city’s busy shopping area of
Ensign Lane that includes
Home Depot and other big
box stores where residents
already complain about traf-
fic congestion.

Balensifer was also con-
cerned about a lack of plan-
ning for what kind of devel-
opment and design would
be encouraged. He hoped,
at least, that the commission
would ask property own-
ers to create some kind of
master plan to guide future
development decisions. He
wondered if the reclassifica-
tion of the existing residen-
tial zoning to commercial
mixed use was too broad.

Official discussion of the
Spur 104 zone change began
in earnest last summer. But
the move was delayed, first

to amend an initial traffic
impact study to incorporate
concerns from the Oregon
Department of Transporta-
tion, and then tabled until
the city’s new Transpor-
tation System Plan was
adopted.

Proponents of the zone
change, including Planning
Commissioner Ken Yuill,
who estimates he owns 20
percent of the property in
the area, said the commis-
sion needed to move for-
ward. Businesses that had
been interested in build-
ing at Spur 104 last summer
moved on after the issue was

tabled, Yuill said.

Many of the lots avail-
able for new development
are smaller and will not be
available to big box stores
that could draw more traf-
fic, Yuill added. The appli-
cations that do come in will
all likely have to go through
a public vetting process in
front of the Planning Com-
mission, he said.

But for Balensifer, who
wants the commission to
consider ways to encourage
livability in Warrenton, “just
because the carrot is dan-
gled doesn’t mean we have
to bite it.”

WANTED

Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods ° Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson « 360-269-2500

Renter
protections
clear state
Senate

By ANDREW SELSKY
Associated Press

SALEM — The state Sen-
ate approved a bill Tuesday
that aims to protect renters
amid a statewide housing cri-
sis, with the measure restrict-
ing landlords from termi-
nating a tenancy and from
imposing large rent increases.

The bill passed ina 17-11
vote. It now goes to the
House. If passed, it would be
one of the first statewide rent
control laws in the nation.

State Sen. Tim Knopp,
a Republican from Bend,
said before he voted against
the measure that it doesn’t
address the supply issue.
Oregon has a serious short-
age of affordable housing.

Sen. Jeff Golden, D-Rogue
Valley, told fellow senators
before he voted “yes” that the
alternative to the bill is to say:
“Sorry Oregon renters, you’re
on your own.”

The Oregon Rental Hous-
ing  Association, which
describes itself as the only
state  association whose
focus is the smaller rental
owner and operator, has a
neutral position on the bill.

The bill prohibits land-
lords from terminat-
ing month-to-month ten-
ancy without cause after
12 months of occupancy. It
also limits maximum rent
increases to once per year,
and to 7 percent above the
annual change in the con-
sumer price index.

It also allows landlords
to terminate tenancy with 90
days’ written notice and pay-
ment of one month’s rent,
with exemptions in some
cases. A landlord can refuse
to renew a fixed-term ten-
ancy if the tenant receives
three lease violation warn-
ings within 12 months and
the landlord gives 90 days’
notice.
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Check out our 5* Google Reviews!

Goog

Reviews

“Great prices and friendly staff’ ~AK.
“He showed us all the options” ~N.M.
“Great service and in stock” ~D.W.
“We had a great experience” ~A.B.

“I will be back and refer others” ~S.C.
“Our very first brand new mattress” ~K.M

100s more on Google!
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www.americasmattress.com

THE SLEEP
YOU NEED

GUARANTEED

WARRENTON
180 SE Neptune Drive
503-861-6085

Located next to Big 5 and Fred Meyer

HOURS: MON-SAT 10-6
SUNDAY 11-6

With 6 convenient locations NEWPORT | FLORENCE | COOS BAY| LINCOLN CITY | WARRENTON | TILLAMOOK

How many certified
* copies of the death
certlflcate (DCO)
should someone
order?

A\ : The quantity is really
dependent upon the size and
diversity of an individual’s estate.
Oregon has 2 types of DC’s; regular
or (long form DC) has vital statistic
data on the top half while the lower
deals with manner & cause(s) of
death. A“Death In Fact” (short
form DC) omits the lower (medical)
portion and is used whenever

the cause of death isn't necessary
or to clear a name from a title or
property deed.

John R. Alcantara - Funeral Director
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Hughes-
Ransom
Mortuary

Astoria: 576 12th St.
503.325.2535

Seaside: 220 N. Holladay
503.738.6622

www.hughes-ransom.com

Q:I can’t afford
regular dental
care. Are there
some resources
available to me?

A We have third-party
financial groups that we work
with, including Care Credit,
Springstone, or your personal
bank may offer low-interest
loans. Dentistry itself is not
necessarily expensive, but
neglect and abuse are. Call
to consult with us on your
options.

JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
DMD, FAGD

503/325-0310
1414 MARINE DRIVE,
ASTORIA

www.smileastoria.com

. .

Q:Do you sell new
computers?

A: We have the largest display of
new and refurbished computers
on the Oregon coast. We have new
Windows 10 and Chromebook laptops
starting at $299 on up to gaming
laptops at $999 on display and in stock.
We have desktop computers from $199
on up to $1499 custom-built liquid
cooled gaming desktops. If you're
looking for a new or updated computer,
we can help. We also include transfer
of your documents, photos, etc. from
your old computer to your new one at
no charge (a $99 value)

LEO FINZI
Astoria’s Best.com
Microsoft We
REGISTERED
prwell match all

Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 11-4 On-llnc

Astoria, OR P
503-325-2300  PTICES.

Q: Will insurance
cover chiropractic
care for work-
related injuries?

* Yes! Most insurance

will cover chiropractic
care without a referral from
your primary care physician.

ASTORIA

CHIROPRACTIC

Barry Sears, D.C.
— Call us today for more

information or to schedule

903-325-3311 EEERERhnEs

2935 Marine Drive
Astoria, Oregon

Now accepting new patients.

Q:What is new in the
nursery for spring?

: We are very excited about our
new deer and elk repellent:

PlantSkydd. Developed in Sweden to
protect huge tree farms, PlantSkydd is
proven effective. It carries a mon-
ey back guarantee! Used correctly,
it provides 6 months of browsing
protection. In the nursery we are
celebrating the trouble-free hellebores.
These easy-keepers will grace your
garden with blooms in the dead of
winter. With over a dozen cultivars in
bloom, there’s surely one that’s perfect
for your garden. Check out the newer
yellow bloomer, ‘Golden Sunrise’.

BRIM'SE

Farm & Garden

34963 Hwy. 101 Business
Astoria ¢ 503-325-1562

For beautiful gardens
& healthy animals

£

www.brimsfarmngarden.com

Q.I still haven’t received my

°*new medicare card with
the new medicare number.
When will they be mailed
here in Oregon?

: The new cards have been

mailed in all states now.
If you haven't received yours, The
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) suggest that you look
for old mail around the house, you
can log-on to MyMedicare.gov to find
your number and print a card or Call
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227).
TTY users can call 1-877-486-2048.
There may be something that needs
to be corrected, like your mailing
address. You can still use your old
card to get health care services
until January 1, 2020.

Steve Putman

Medicare Products

503-440-1076

Licensed in Oregon
and Washington

putmanagency@gmail.com




