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Last year’s shooting at a Florida high 
school sparked a movement among a 
younger generation angered by gun violence 
and set the stage for a signifi cant shift in 
America’s gun politics.

Thousands of student protesters took 
to the streets and inspired hashtags such as 
#NeverAgain and #Enough. They also mobi-
lized to register a new generation of voters.

Candidates were emboldened too. Many 
of them confronted the issue in the midterm 
elections and were rewarded with victory 
over incumbents supported by the National 
Rifl e Association. That helped Democrats 
take back control of the U.S. House.

As the one-year anniversary of the shoot-
ing approaches, the legacy of the massacre 
remains an ever-present force in the nation’s 
politics and gun laws.

“What we’ve seen here is a tectonic shift 
in our politics on the guns issue,” said Peter 
Ambler, executive director of Giffords, the 
gun violence prevention group founded 
by former U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords of 
Arizona, a shooting victim. These people 
“didn’t get elected despite their advocacy 
for safer gun laws. They got elected because 
of their advocacy for safer gun laws. They 
made that a core part of their message to the 
American people.”

The political landscape began to change 
just days after a former student shot and 
killed 17 students and adults at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Park-
land, Florida.

At the state level, a surge of gun-control 
measures were enacted, including increas-
ing the minimum age for purchasing a fi re-
arm and requiring waiting periods. The num-
ber of states with so-called “red fl ag” laws 
— which allow temporary confi scation of 
weapons from people deemed a safety risk 
— doubled.

At the federal level, for the fi rst time in 
modern history, gun-control groups outspent 
the powerful NRA on the 2018 midterm 
elections. The new Democratic majority in 
the House last week held its fi rst hearing on 
gun control in a decade.

Even under GOP-control of both cham-
bers during President Donald Trump’s fi rst 
two years in offi ce, some of the gun indus-
try’s top priorities — easing restrictions on 
fi rearm suppressors and making it easier to 
carry concealed fi rearms over state borders 
— stalled.

Still, with one of the most gun-friendly 
presidents in the White House, the U.S. 
Supreme Court now has a majority of jus-
tices who are viewed as ardent supporters of 

the Second Amendment, a shift that is likely 
to have a lasting effect on gun rights.

The most prominent shift occurred in 
Florida, a state that has long welcomed guns 
and has a strong NRA presence. Lawmakers 
raised the gun-purchasing age and imposed a 
three-day waiting period.

The Parkland attack came just a few 
months after two other gun tragedies: the 
deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. his-
tory that killed 59 people at an outdoor con-
cert in Las Vegas and the slayings of 26 
churchgoers in Sutherland Springs, Texas.

In the wake of those massacres, the NRA’s 
infl uence waned. Trump directed the Justice 
Department to ban bump stocks, the device 
used by the Las Vegas gunman that allowed 
his rifl es to mimic fully automatic weaponry.

The NRA also faced boycotts from cor-
porate America, with some fi nancial fi rms 
refusing to do business with gunmakers and 
some retailers pulling fi rearms and ammuni-
tion off shelves. A federal investigation into 

Russian meddling in the 2016 election wid-
ened to include suspicions that agents sought 
to court NRA offi cials and funnel money 
through the group.

The NRA has cast itself as being in fi nan-
cial distress because of deep-pocketed liberal 
opposition to guns and what it calls “toxic 
lies” in news reports. Last summer, the orga-
nization raised its annual dues for the second 
time in two years.

Parkland “defi nitely marked a turning 
point,” said Adam Winkler, a professor at 
the University of California Los Angeles 
School of Law and gun rights expert. “There 
is no doubt that the energy, the enthusiasm, 
the mobilization of these students was very 
infl uential. It did affect a lot of people across 
the country.”

But, he said, the NRA “remains a power-
house,” and it’s too early to suggest that gun 
groups’ troubles are insurmountable.

“No one ever made a lot of money betting 
against the NRA,” he said.

NRA spokeswoman Jennifer Baker ques-
tioned whether the infl uence of gun-rights 
advocates has waned, noting that Florida 
elected a governor backed by the NRA and 
a majority of the organization’s legislative 
candidates won last year.

Despite the Democratic gains in Wash-
ington, proposals for gun restrictions still 
face long odds. Any action taken by the 
House will fail to gain traction in the Sen-
ate or be signed into law by the president, 
she said.

“They exploit these high-profi le tragedies 
to sensationalize. They exploit them to play 
on people’s emotions instead of doing their 
jobs to address the underlying issues that are 
really causing these” shootings, Baker said.

Erich Pratt, executive director of Gun 
Owners of America, said the industry is 
accustomed to people believing the latest 
shooting will bring the gun industry to its 
knees.

“They said that in 2013 after the Sandy 
Hook shooting, and they absolutely said that 
again last year,” Pratt said. With the excep-
tion of Florida, the blue states got bluer and 
the red states got redder and expanded gun 
rights, he said.

Polls show that gun control is not a top 
priority for Americans, he said.

“I don’t think the needle has moved at 
all,” Pratt said.

Parkland attack fueled shift in America’s gun politics
Younger people 
take up cause
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Emma Gonzalez, a survivor of the mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., appeared at a rally last year in 

support of gun control.

‘THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THE ENERGY, THE

ENTHUSIASM, THE MOBILIZATION OF THESE

STUDENTS WAS VERY INFLUENTIAL. IT DID AFFECT

A LOT OF PEOPLE ACROSS THE COUNTRY.’

Adam Winkler  |  a professor and gun rights expert
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651 Help Wanted

Housekeeping, 
Front Desk/Office Assistant.

Previous Experience.
Pick up application at The 

Tides at the corner of Ave U 
and Beach Dr. 2316 Beach Dr, 

Seaside

JEWELL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

Announcing Principal 
Vacancy

For more information contact:
allycec@jewellk12.org 

or visit our website 
http://www.jewell.k12.or.us 

Full-Time Employment 
Hotel Maintenance 

Year Round
Hotel or Apt. Exp. Preferred

Great pay and benefits 
Apply in person:

Schooner’s Cove Inn
188 N Larch St

 Cannon Beach, OR. 
503-436-2300 manager@

schoonerscove.com

Peter Pan Market 
has FT positions open. 

Starting wage: $12 per/hr.

Skills needed 
include cashiering, 
food prep, cooking.

Ability to multi-task, good 
customer skills, and 
flexibility is a must. 

Apply in person. 

604 Apartments

PRIVATE STUDIO
Fridge, micro, granite, 
handicapped access, 

covered patio.
Utilities included.

$885
No smoking.

   503-791-2228

651 Help Wanted
Experienced carpenter needed. 

In siding, roofing, framing, 
window and door replacement. 

FT-work on site.
Send resume to Dan at PO Box 

55, Warrenton, OR 97146

Have you seen our
FEATURED ADS?

Only viewable on our website,
www.dailyastorian.com.

Call 503-325-3211
for more information!

ACCOUNTANT:  Immediate 
opening for a full-time or part-
time corporate / partnership 

accountant in a busy full 
services  accounting office.
Send resume to PO Box 54, 

Seaside, OR 97138.
Call (503) 738-9543 for 

interviews.

Contract Employment 
Astor Street Opry Company 

is looking for piano players for 
upcoming productions. Stipend 
position. Email: info@asocplay.

com for more information.  

504 Homes for Sale

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
“Any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, or 
national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.” 

Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal 

custodians; pregnant women 
and people securing custody 

of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in

violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised 

in this newspaper are
available on an equal

opportunity basis.
To complain of discrimination 
call HUD at 1(800)669-9777. 

The toll free telephone
number for the hearing

impaired is 1(800)927-9275.

FIND IT, TELL IT, SELL IT!
Classified ads! 503-325-3211

154 Holiday
Happenings

Not sure what to get your 
loved one for Valentine’s 

Day? Create a personalized 
poem your significant other 

will love and value. Acrostics, 
free verse, sonnets, and 

more!
mymuseinseaside@gmail.

com
https://my-muse.business.

site
 $20. Seaside, OR. 

(503)717-2058 

204 Automobiles

 2006 Prius For Sale
$4,500
162K

1 Owner
PKG 5

  503-440-6386 

ERROR AND CANCELLATIONS
Please read your ad on the first day.

If you see an error, The Daily 
Astorian will gladly re-run your ad 
correctly. We accept responsibility 

for the first incorrect insertion, 
and then only to the extent of a 

corrected insertion or 
refund of the price paid.

To cancel or correct an ad,
call 503-325-3211 or

1-800-781-3211

www.DailyAstorian.com

107 Public Notices

Occasionally other companies  
make telemarketing calls off 
classified ads. These compa-
nies are not affiliated with The 
Daily Astorian and customers 
are under no obligation to  
participate.  If you would like 
to contact the attorney gener-
al or be put on the do not call 
list, here are the links to both 
of them Complaint form link:

http://www.doj.state.or.us/
finfraud/

Go.
Do.

coastweekend.com

WE DELIVER!
Please leave a light on or install 

motion detector lights to make 

your carrier’s job easier. Thanks!

THE DAILY ASTORIAN

A small-town 
newspaper with a

GLOBAL 
OUTLOOK

THE DAILY 
ASTORIAN

One of the Pacific 
Northwest’s great 
small newspapers

dailyastorian.com


