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Ranchers whose case sparked standoft get grazing rights back

By CONRAD WILSON
Oregon Public Broadcasting

As one of his last acts in
office, ousted U.S. Interior
Secretary Ryan Zinke signed
off on returning grazing
rights to the eastern Oregon
ranchers whose prison sen-
tences led to a 2016 stand-
off at the Malheur National
Wildlife Refuge.

Convicted arsonists
Dwight and Steven Ham-
mond lost their grazing per-
mits after they were sen-
tenced on federal charges for
igniting fires on public lands.

But President Donald
Trump pardoned the ranch-
ers last year.

Zinke’s order grants the
Hammonds, a long-stand-
ing pillar of the Harney
County ranching commu-
nity, a return of their 26,000
acres of federal land to graze
cattle.

Zinke cited the pardon as
part of his reason for restor-
ing the Hammonds’ permit.

“l find that the par-
dons constitute unique and
important  changed cir-
cumstances since the BLM
(Bureau of Land Manage-
ment) made its decision,” he
wrote.

During the 2012 trial
of the Hammonds, jurors
were told that Steven Ham-
mond handed out matches to
members of a hunting party
he was with and told them to
light and drop the matches
on the ground, “because
they were going to ‘light
up the whole country on
fire,”” according to a 2015
press release from the U.S.
Department of Justice.

Combined, the
monds  served

Ham-
around

Oregon Health Authority
says $42 million in
overpayments recovered

Associated Press
SALEM — Oregon
Health Authority officials
said Tuesday they have
recovered about $42 mil-
lion the agency overpaid
to organizations that coor-
dinate Medicaid benefits
for as many as 1 million
residents.

Officials repaid the
money owed to the fed-
eral government, health
authority spokesman Robb
Cowie said, the Statesman
Journal reported.

This comes after a state
Senate Republican from
Keizer revealed a proposal
Monday for the state to
demand the money back.
State Sen. Kim Thatcher’s
proposal would require the
health authority to recover
all overpayments to coor-
dinated care organizations
within 60 days of the bill’s
passage.

Thatcher’s spokesman,
Jonathan Lockwood, said
Tuesday they want more
answers from the health
authority regarding when
and whether the bills were
paid back before decid-
ing whether to proceed
with Thatcher’s legislative
concept.

The issue dates back to
late 2017, when an Oregon
Secretary of State audit
found the health author-
ity could have avoided
spending an estimated $76
million on patients who
were members of coordi-
nated care organizations
but may have been ineligi-
ble for coverage under the
Oregon Health Plan, also
known as the state’s Med-
icaid program. The esti-
mate included about $17
million in state money.

However, the over-
payment figure ended up
being about $42 million,
Cowie said.

Thatcher’s proposal
was designed to get coor-
dinated care organizations
to pay back the money.

“We need to know why
this has been allowed to
happen and how we can
prevent it from ever hap-
pening again,” she said in
a statement. “Every dol-
lar thrown away is a dol-
lar robbed from taxpayers
that is not spent on prom-
ised health care for those
most in need.”

The legislative move
comes after the Oregon
Health Authority opened
the application period for
coordinated care orga-
nizations that want to
serve Oregon Health Plan
patients from 2020 to
2024.

Patrick Allen, the health
authority’s director, said
last week the contracts

“will shape the next five
years of care that 1 million
Oregonians rely on.”

The 1 million fig-
ure is disputed, however.
State auditors in 2017
found that only about
800,000 patients are cov-
ered through coordinated
care organizations. That’s
because certain Medic-
aid users, including tribal
members, don’t have to
enroll in coordinated care
organizations, according
to the audit.

18 months in jail for the
charges. But the Justice
Department appealed the
case, saying the men should
each have served the fed-
eral mandatory minimum
sentence of five years for
destroying public property,
meaning the land.

Many Harney County
ranchers believed the Ham-
monds when they testified
that those fires were to pro-
tect their land from invasive
species and other wildfires.
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Daniel ‘Elliott Benefit
Thank You!

. Wow what an incredible turnout! Words can’t

. | express how grateful Dan and I are for everyone who

| | attended the benefit and made a donation. Your kind

| | words and generosity have truly helped during this

| difficult time. We are so fortunate to live in such a
supportive community.

Dan and I would like to thank all the local
businesses who donated items for the silent auction
and raffle. There were too many to list! Your
generosity helped make it an amazing evening of
giving and support.

Thank you to Cash and Carry, Seaside Golf Course
and the American Legion for donating the food and
supplies and hosting the event.

Thank You,

AP Photo/Rick Bowmer
Members of the group occupying the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge headquarters stand
guard in 2016 near Burns.

In 2016, Ammon Bundy and
other anti-government activ-
ists seized the wildlife ref-
uge in a standoff that lasted
41 days as a response to the
Hammonds’ return to prison.

While Zinke’s order
was signed weeks ago, it
only came to the attention
of the local field office in
Burns on Monday, the first
day the federal government
had reopened following a
35-day partial government
shutdown.
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‘“Goodwill embraced me
from Day One. They took
a chance on me. Goodwill
gave me Bridgeway.” °
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iiiicia Sutton

3 miﬁistration Medical Assistant,

"'&geway Recovery Services

JobConnection

To get started, please visit us at
goodwilljobconnection.org

“We’ve been given direc-
tion,” said Jeff Rose, the
Burns district manager for
the BLM. “We’re just going
to work with the Hammonds
to make it work. What we do
in Harney County is figure it
out and make it happen.”

Suzy Hammond,

Dwight’s wife and Steven’s
mother, said her family is
grateful.

“We’re very appreciative
of the industry people who
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be right,” she said.

She added that the details
of putting her family’s cat-
tle back on the land haven’t
been worked out yet.

“I don’t know if you’ve
worked with the government
before, but until you see it in
black and white sometimes
it doesn’t happen,” she said.

Hammond said it would
mark a big change for the
ranch if it happens.

“We’ve been running a

ranch that’s half there,” she
said.

have worked really long and
hard in order to make things
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Q:What is the
most thorough
antivirus check?

LEO FINZI
: Its all for free.. We're here

Astoria’s Best.com to help. Avast Boot Time

Microsoft INCECIKIUE Scan eliminates malicious software
e ntt RSBl that others miss. Visit “avast.com”
S and PCs; all P P
TECTTEETITEsSnGAT Uncheck “Install Avast Browser
shyoria Ok models. :c’hen |.nsta,I'I Avast Antivirus. Click
: Continue” to finish the installation.
‘ Click on “Protection” (left side of
. = & your screen) then "Virus Scan,” then
~ Il “Boot Time Scan,” then click “Install
{l Specialized Definitions,” finally
J click “Run On Next PC Boot." After
definitions are installed restart your
computer. Its all for free.. We're here

Q:Does Medicare
cover chiropractic
care?

A Yes, it does! Medicare
covers chiropractic
services. If you have
secondary insurance, that
can help as well!

Call us today for more
information or to schedule
your appointment.

ASTORIA

CHIROPRACTIC

Barry Sears, D.C.

503-325-3311

2935 Marine Drive
Astoria, Oregon

Now accepting new
patients.

Q: What additional
documents should
be readily accessible
in the event of a
death?

John R. Alcantara - Funeral Director
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Hughes-
Ransom
Mortuary

Astoria: 576 12th St.
503.325.2535

Seaside: 220 N. Holladay
503.738.6622

www.hughes-ransom.com

A\ 2 The will if an executor is
charged with final disposition,
military discharge papers, life
insurance policies and, etc. If you
use a safe deposit box, be sure to
get one in YOUR NAME to avoid
a""Catch 22" scenario of being
unable to get said documents
because the bank has frozen the
deceased’s accounts. You'd be
surprised how often this happens.

Q:How can | find out
if my test, item
or serviceis a
Medicare-eligible
benefit?

A: You can check with your
insurance company by calling
the customer service number on the
back of your insurance card. You
can also go to www.medicare.gov
home page and hover over the
“What Medicare Covers”blue tab. A
drop-down menu will appear; Select
“Is my test, item or service covered?”
Type in your inquiry and it will
provide information on your topic.

Steve Putman

Medicare Products

503-440-1076

Licensed in Oregon
and Washington

putmanagency@gmail.com

. What is the Consuit
a Professional section
and how can it help
my business?

A: The Consult a Professional

section in the Daily Astorian is a
great & affordable way to advertise your
business or service, by allowing you to
educate the reader of exactly what you
do on a professional level. All you need
to do is come up with a question that a
customer might ask about your line of
expertise and then give them a detailed
answer to help educate them before
they even walk through your door. We
are offering great rates and package
deals that help save you money!
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Heather Jenson
Advertising
Representative
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