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An undiscorvered lalent

Two novels by local teacher and writer Neil Hummasti published years after his death

By ERICK BENGEL j
COAST WEEKEND : Arnie Hummasti
A young Neil Hummasti

eil Hummasti, a popular lan- plays the guitar, much
N guage arts teacher in North ‘ - like the protagonist of

Coast schools, died of pancreatic his novel ‘Forty Ways to
cancer in 2011. He taught in the War- Square a Circle!
renton and Jewell School districts, and
substituted in Astoria and throughout
Clatsop County. For years, he coached
boy’s baseball.

He was also a prolific Northwest
writer who left behind three unpub-
lished novels and two full-length non-
fiction books — a trove that fell into the
hands of his last living sibling, Arnie
Hummasti. (Their older brother, George
Hummasti, also died of pancreatic can-
cer a year before Neil’s passing.)

Neil never let his friends and family
know what he wanted to happen with
his writings after his death.

“I sat on the thought of what to
do with them for a number of years,”
Arnie said. Aware it would be daunt-
ing to break into the publishing field, he
decided to publish his brother’s works
himself.

Last year, Arnie, an Astoria resi-
dent now living in Neil’s old house,
formed Svensen Pioneer Press to print
two of Neil’s novels — a comedy com-
pleted in the early 1990s, and a serious,
semi-autobiographical story written in
the 2000s.

The first novel, “I See London, I See
France...” is about a boy genius whose
family gets embroiled in a smuggling
caper while hopping around Europe.
That book, Arnie said, nearly got the
green light, but a would-be publisher
apparently discovered that a rival com-
pany was releasing a similar book and
decided to pull out.

The second novel, “Forty Ways to
Square a Circle,” is the tale of a lan-
guage arts teacher looking after an aunt
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in the throes of dementia. Meanwhile, Neil Hummasti

the protagonist reckons with the coming Arnie Hummasti
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