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BOSTON — Wilson 
Menashi palmed a squid in 
his left hand and extended 
his arm into an aquarium 
tank, watching as a giant 
Pacifi c octopus stretched 
out arms to greet him like a 
friend.

Freya latched some of 
her 2,240 suction cups onto 
Menashi’s arm, using their 
powers of taste and smell to 
gather information around 
the 84-year-old man known 
as the octopus whisperer — 
and the seafood treats he 
was bearing.

“She’s just contacting me 
and she’s saying, ‘You come 
to me,’” Menashi said of 
Freya, a 3-year-old predator 
weighing 35 to 40 pounds. 
Her arms span 14 feet and 
pack enough strength to kill 
sharks and other enemies.

But this afternoon’s gen-
tle interaction left no doubt 
that Menashi has a special 
way with the cephalopod, 
whose body includes a large, 
sac-like head and eight pow-
erful arms.

More than 25 years ago, 
Menashi retired after a 
career as a chemical engi-
neer and began volunteering 
at the New England Aquar-

ium in Boston. He’s spent 
7,800 hours — the equiv-
alent of about four years 
working full time — hang-
ing out with octopuses, the 

aquarium said.
“I’ve been able to interact 

with them from the begin-
ning. I do not know why. 
I cannot explain it, but I 

can connect with them,” 
Menashi said, standing in 
front of the Olympic Coast 
Sanctuary exhibit that is 
home to Freya and Profes-

sor Ludwig Von Drake, a 
younger male giant Pacifi c 
octopus living in a separate 
tank.

Menashi’s eyes twin-
kled with mischief as he 
acknowledged that encoun-
ters with octopus have left a 
mark on him.

“I will come back home 
sometimes with hickeys all 
over my arm and my neck,” 
he said.

So how did he explain 
them to his wife?

“Not too diffi cult when 
you have about 10 or 15 
marks next to each other,” 
he said. “It did not take too 
much. She also knew where 
I was, anyway.”

Menashi’s volunteer 
work has included design-
ing puzzle boxes for octo-
pus as well as rubbing their 
backs and wrestling their 
arms, all intended to ensure 
that the highly intelligent 
animals receive the men-
tal stimulation to thrive and 
stay healthy.

Two decades of working 
with the largest members of 
the octopus species has not 
dulled his sense of wonder at 
the animal’s adaptability and 
mysteries.

Experiments have shown 
these animals to be color 
blind, but they are supreme 
masters of camoufl age. A 
complex system of pigment 

cells, nerves and muscles 
allows them to change skin 
color in the blink of an eye 
to match their surroundings.

“What I fi nd totally sur-
prising is how they could 
tell different people and 
react differently,” Menashi 
said. “I’ve also made them 
a few toys, made up some 
boxes and ... I put different 
latches so they could get in 
and fi gure out how to get the 
food that I put in the boxes. 
However, I’ve had some that 
said, ‘It’s too much time to 
fi gure out how you do the 
latch.’ So they just crushed 
the box.”

That eye for detail, 
patience and willingness to 
experiment makes Menashi 
a perfect octopus whisperer, 
said Bill Murphy, a senior 
aquarist.

“Every octopus is differ-
ent. So then you can’t use 
the same rules for every 
octopus,” Murphy said. 
“You need to change it up. 
And Wilson does that.”

Menashi said spend-
ing time with octopuses 
and other animals gives his 
life a whole new purpose in 
retirement.

“Just being here has been, 
to me, a lifesaver,” he said. 
“Gave me something to do. 
Gave me different interests 
and showed me the world is 
a wonderful place to be.”

Armed with affection, octogenarian is an ‘octopus whisperer’
A retired engineer

AP Photo/Steven Senne

Wilson Menashi, of Lexington, Mass., interacts with an octopus at the New England Aquarium 

in Boston.
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 Customer Service Hotline

 503-325-32 11

 •  You would like to order home delivery

 •  Your paper has not arrived by 5:30 pm 
 Monday through Friday

 •  Your paper is damaged

 •  You have a problem with a news rack

 •  You are going on vacation

 •  You have questions about your subscription

 Please call if:

 The Daily Astorian

 8 am - 6 pm or leave a message anytime
 or e-mail us: circulation@dailyastorian.com

 We’re  your  newspaper

651 Help Wanted

Join our flock!

WE’RE HIRING 
for SEVERAL POSITIONS

 at Pelican Brewing - Cannon 
Beach. 

Apply today at 
pelicanbrewing.com/join-

our-team! 

Accepting Expert
House Cleaners 

Starting at $17.50/hour
or $15/hr Base plus

Benefits

Eco-friendly Cleaning
Solutions

Quality Cleaning Equipment
35+ hrs & 2 days off/wk

or Part-Time

Benefits; Health Insurance,
Bonuses, 2 weeks

Vacation/Sick,  Mileage, Tips, 
Cell Phone, IRA 

Background Check

503.828.9889
www.KukuiHouse.com

www.DailyAstorian.com

McCall Tire Center

Immediate Openings
Full-Time

Brake/Alignment Techs
Min. 2 yrs. verifiable

experience

Sales & Service Techs
Experience preferred

but not required

Starting wage DOE

Generous benefits
Medical, Dental, Vision, 

401K, Vacation, Sick Pay, 
Profit Share

Uniforms provided

Apply in person
1167 SE Marlin Ave

Warrenton

616 Rooms &
Roommates

Homeshare:
Bedroom available,

$675. First/Last month,
$300 security deposit.

No pets/smoking.
503-338-0703.

651 Help Wanted

JEWELL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

Announcing Principal 
Vacancy

For more information contact:
allycec@jewellk12.org 

or visit our website 
http://www.jewell.k12.or.us 

Astoria Animal Hospital 
is hiring PT and FT Kennel 

Assistant.

Cover letter and resume 
mandatory. Must be available 

weekends and holidays.

Drop off in person or email 
contact@astoriaveterinarian.com.

Gil & Trish Landscape

Based in Cannon Beach. 
Assist w/landscaping and 
maintenance. Looking for 

reliable hard worker. Some 
experience and ability to drive 

preferred. Starts at $15.00/
hour. Full-time through 

October or beyond.
Contact:

triciagatesbrown
@iinet.com

Terry’s Plumbing 
now hiring dispatcher, no 

experience necessary, will 
train the right person. 

Please send resume to 
mikeoien@hotmail.com or 

drop off at 415 Gateway Ave. 

Full-Time Employment 
Condo/Hotel need dependable 
Hskpr & Maint ASAP! Wages 
DOE-Highest in Area-Great 
place to work-come join us! 
Seaside, OR. 503-738-9468 

info@seaside-tradewinds.com

504 Homes for Sale

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
“Any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, or 
national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.” 

Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal 

custodians; pregnant women 
and people securing custody 

of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in

violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised 

in this newspaper are
available on an equal

opportunity basis.
To complain of discrimination 
call HUD at 1(800)669-9777. 

The toll free telephone
number for the hearing

impaired is 1(800)927-9275.
  

604 Apartments

160 Columbia
Near bridge.

One large bedroom, 
Top floor w/stairs.
All utilities paid.

No smoking or pets.
References.
$900-$950

Ward
503-680-4210

Go.
Do.

coastweekend.com

Bundle Internet with your 
classified ad package for 

maximum reach!
Call 503-325-3211

for more information.

201 Antique &
Classic Vehicles

 27th Annual 
Astoria Automotive Swap Meet

Vendors Wanted
Clatsop Fairgrounds

Saturday, March 9th 8am-2pm
Contact Fred 503-440-9481

Dorothy 503-468-0006

210 Trucks

 1998 Chevrolet Silverado 
1500 Engine: 5.7L V8, 

93.000 Original miles, 8 
Cylinders, automatic. 

$2150! 

Contact me: 5418961368  

251 Boats for Sale

Aluminum 17.5 FT 
Boat For Sale!
Lots of extras!

$5,000

Call Clinton
for more information 

503-741-5222

501 Open Houses

OPEN HOUSE
Suzanne Elise Assisted 

Living Community would 
like to invite you to our 
monthly open house. 

Thursday January 24th
1:30 to 3:30

Come see for yourself 
why we say

Your Life is Our 
Commitment.

503.738.0307
101 Forest Drive

Seaside OR 97138
www.suzanneelise.com     

SPECIALTY

SERVICES
WE URGE YOU TO PATRONIZE THE LOCAL

PROFESSIONALS ADVERTISING IN

THE DAILY ASTORIAN SPECIALTY

SERVICES. TO PLACE YOUR SPECIALTY

SERVICES AD, CALL 325-3211.

110 Announcements

The Sunset Empire Park 
& Recreation Board 

of Directors is seeking 
candidates to fill a vacancy. 
Interested candidates must 

reside in SEPRD boundaries. 
Please contact Executive 
Director Skyler Archibald 
at 503-738-3311 for more 

information.  

181 Lost & Found

FOUND 
AT PETER PAN MARKET

CASH IN ENVELOPE

COME IN PERSON 
TO IDENTIFY.

If You Live In
Seaside

or Cannon Beach
DIAL

503-325-3211
FOR A

Daily Astorian
Classified Ad

Classified Ads work hard for you!

107 Public Notices

Occasionally other
companies  make

telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These

companies are not affiliated 
with The Daily Astorian and 

customers are under no
obligation to participate. 

If you would like to contact 
the attorney general or be put 

on the do not call list, here 
are the links to both of them

Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/

finfraud/ 

ERROR AND CANCELLATIONS
Please read your ad on the first day.

If you see an error, The Daily 
Astorian will gladly re-run your ad 
correctly. We accept responsibility 

for the first incorrect insertion, 
and then only to the extent of a 

corrected insertion or 
refund of the price paid.

To cancel or correct an ad,
call 503-325-3211 or

1-800-781-3211

WE DELIVER!
Please leave a light on or install 

motion detector lights to make 

your carrier’s job easier. Thanks!

THE DAILY ASTORIAN

Get Results!
Call 503-325-3211
and ask about our

classified package options.


