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Asylum seekers find it’s catch and can’t release fast enough

By ELLIOT SPAGAT
Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — President
Donald Trump says he has
ended  “catch-and-release”
for asylum seekers, but in cit-
ies on the U.S. border with
Mexico it is catch and can’t
release fast enough.

Since late October, the
U.S. has been releasing asy-
lum-seeking ~ families  so
quickly they don’t even have
time to make travel arrange-
ments, which it blames on
lack of detention space. Fam-
ilies are often given court
dates without even having to
pass initial screenings by asy-
lum officers. They end up in
shelters run by charities, or
are dropped off at bus stations
in border cities.

For one Salvadoran fam-
ily, that dizzying series of
events began when their
7-year-old daughter, Yariza
Flores, landed on barbed wire
after being hoisted over a bor-
der fence during their illegal
crossing last month. She was
rushed to a San Diego hospi-
tal to stop profuse bleeding.

Just four days later, U.S.
authorities dropped her off
at a San Diego shelter with
her parents and 3-year-old
brother. They had no money,
the clothes on their backs
and an order given to them
during their stint in U.S. cus-
tody to appear in immigration
court in Houston, where they
planned to live with Yariza’s
grandmother and two aunts.
They didn’t even have time
to arrange for relatives to buy
bus tickets before they were
released.

“I feel happy because
we’re finally here, we’re
finally going to see my fam-
ily,” the girl’s mother, Tania
Escobar, said in the shel-
ter dining hall after a meal
of shredded chicken, rice
and beans. Her daughter sat
nearby, all smiles, wearing
a silver crown that a Bor-
der Patrol agent gave her
and holding a stuffed animal
from a doctor who treated
the severe cuts on her lower
back.

From California to Ari-
zona to Texas, volunteers are
scrambling to help families

P

P

until they can arrange trans-
portation to relatives across
the U.S. The San Diego
Rapid Response Network , an
advocacy coalition that runs
the shelter that housed Yariza
and her family, has served
more than 4,000 people since
opening in a church in late
October, moving five times
since then because it ran out
of space.

U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement often
coordinates with these shel-
ters. On the December night
that Yariza arrived, ICE
brought 125 people in buses
that came every half-hour.
One night during Christmas
week, the facility received
180 people, forcing it to use a
church for the overflow.

The  situation  belies
Trump’s assertion, in a
November tweet, that “Catch
and Release is an obsolete
term. It is now Catch and
Detain.”

Shortening stays
The Trump administra-
tion announced Dec. 20 that
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it would make asylum seek-
ers who enter the U.S. on its
southern border wait in Mex-
ico while their claims wind
through clogged immigration
courts, which can take years.
But that “catch and return”
policy has yet to take effect
while the two countries work
on mechanics; a legal chal-
lenge appears likely.

response to the growing num-
bers of families crossing from
Mexico. Officials say ICE
previously ensured that fam-
ilies had travel plans first but
that it’s not legally required to
do so.

“After decades of inaction
by Congress, the government
remains severely constrained
in its ability to detain and

‘WE WERE SO DESPERATE. WITH
GOD’S HELP WE WILL ACHIEVE
WHAT WE ASKED FOR — ASYLUM.”’

Tania Escobar | mother of an asylum-seeking girl

So, for now, many asy-
lum-seeking families are
being released in the U.S.
before even they are ready.
ICE dropped oft hundreds of
people daily at a bus station in
El Paso, Texas, over the hol-
idays. In Tucson, Arizona,
charities have rented motel
rooms when shelters are full.

ICE began shortening
custody stays on Oct. 23 in

promptly remove families
with no legal basis to remain
in the U.S.,” said ICE spokes-
woman Sarah Rodriguez.
“As aresult, family units con-
tinue to cross the border at
high volumes and are likely
to continue to do so, as they
face no consequence for their
actions.”

At the San Diego shel-
ter, asylum-seeking families,
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An asylum-seeking boy from Central America runs down a hallway in December after arriving from an immigration detention
center to a shelter in San Diego.

largely from Guatemala and
Honduras, are asked about
their health at the front door.
A mobile clinic in the park-
ing lot tends to people with
sore throats, dehydration,
vomiting, fevers and other
ailments.

Once inside, a large room
manned by volunteers resem-
bles a busy travel agency.
Families lined up at rows of
tables tell shelter workers
their plans and get help call-
ing family to pay for travel.
A whiteboard in the corner
marks progress buying tick-
ets to New York, Nashville,
Austin, Texas, and other cit-
ies across the U.S. Volun-
teers shuttle as many as they
can to a bus station or airport
to make room for the next
night’s arrivals.

Shelter organizers say it
costs $350,000 a month to
operate the facility, which
provides food, showers,
cots, clothing and sometimes
travel expenses. California
has donated $500,000 for
administrative costs, and the

city of San Diego may turn
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a former juvenile detention
camp into a shelter.

“We can’t do everything
ourselves, but I know we’re
capable of doing more,” Cal-
ifornia Gov. Gavin Newsom
said after visiting the shel-
ter in November as gover-
nor-elect, calling it “a human-
itarian crisis.”

Kate Clark, an immigra-
tion attorney with Jewish
Family Service of San Diego,
said babies as young as two
days old have arrived at the
shelter; some migrants come
without shoes. One malnour-
ished woman weighed just
80 pounds. So far, no one
has been left penniless in the
streets, but, she says, “Every
single night is close.”

‘We can’t return there’

Pedro Mateos, who fled
violence in  Guatemala’s
western highlands, spent two
days in Border Patrol cus-
tody after climbing a fence
from Tijuana, Mexico, and
was given a notice to appear
in immigration court in Flor-
ida, where he planned to live
with an aunt.

“We can’t return to our
country,” the 37-year-old
Mateos said, sipping coffee.
“We can’t return there.”

Yariza’s family’s journey
began after the gangs that
killed her great-uncle and
threatened her grandmother
gave her parents 24 hours to
leave their home in the Sal-
vadoran port city of La Lib-
ertad. Escobar, 25, said she
and her husband decided they
couldn’t risk staying.

The family didn’t want
to wait weeks or months in
Tijuana for U.S. authori-
ties to process their claims at
an official crossing, as U.S.
authorities say asylum seek-
ers should, so they crossed
illegally.

The family took a taxi to
a remote mountainous area
with plans to surrender to
a U.S. Border Patrol agent.
Their search for an agent
became urgent after Yariza’s
injury.

“We were so desperate,”
Escobar said. Then she added
wistfully: “With God’s help
we will achieve what we
asked for — asylum.”

503-325-3211

or 800-781-3211

Email: classifieds@dailyastorian.com
Web: www.dailyastorian.com

THE DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS

is 1 p.m. the day before your ad is scheduled to run

All classifieds require pre-payment

A small-town
newspaper with a

GLOBAL
OUTLOOK

THE

DAILY ASTORIAN

will not seek
ye-election as
Astoria mayor

‘”., ’t :‘ e 7
TROUBLE

act eighbors spar over sepiic YNE
us

Geas!

» ' ;
- - - Lo
g pamE B

THE DAILY
ASTORIAN

dailyastorian.com

One of the Pacific
Northwest's great
small newspapers
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Occasionally other
companies make
telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These
companies are not affiliated
with The Daily Astorian and
customers are under no
obligation to participate.

If you would like to contact
the attorney general or be put
on the do not call list, here
are the links to both of them
Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/
finfraud/

181 Lost & Found

FOUND
AT PETER PAN MARKET

CASH IN ENVELOPE

COME IN PERSON
TO IDENTIFY.

WE DELIVER!

Please leave a light on or install
motion detector lights to make
your carrier’s job easier. Thanks!

THE DAILY ASTORIAN

Reach the entire North Oregon
and Southwest Washington
coasts with our classified
package options!

Call 503-325-3211
for more information.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in
this newspaper is subject to
the Fair Housing Act which
makes it illegal to advertise
“Any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or
national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”
Familial status includes
children under the age of 18
living with parents or legal
custodians; pregnant women
and people securing custody
of children under 18. This
newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

To complain of discrimination
call HUD at 1(800)669-9777.
The toll free telephone
number for the hearing
impaired is 1(800)927-9275.

FIND IT, TELL IT, SELL IT!
CLASSIFIED ADS!
503-325-3211

160 Columbia
Near bridge.
One large bedroom,
Top floor w/stairs.
All utilities paid.
No smoking or pets.
References.
$900-$950

Ward
503-680-4210

ERROR AND CANCELLATIONS
Please read your ad on the first day.

If you see an error, The Daily
Astorian will gladly re-run your ad
correctly. We accept responsibility

for the first incorrect insertion,
and then only to the extent of a
corrected insertion or
refund of the price paid.

To cancel or correct an ad,
call 503-325-3211 or
1-800-781-3211

If You Live In
Seaside
or Cannon Beach
DIAL

503-325-3211

For A
Daily Astorian
Classified Ad

Seaside Ocean Cottage
2 bedrooms.
Washer/dryer, stove, fridge,
off street parking.
Utilities paid.

Close to Downtown.

$1,500 p/month
Month-to-month contract.

612-300-0420

651 Help Wanted

Seeking a dental assistant
to join our team at a dental
office in Seaside. Must have
X-Ray certification.

Our office is open Mon-Thurs,
position is approx 32-35 hrs a
week and includes a
great benefit package.
Please email your resume
and cover letter to
ssdentist@hotmail.com

Jolly Roger Oysters
Looking for Seed Bag
Loaders.
$16 p/hr
40hrs p/week
7am -3:30pm

Contact office for questions.
360-665-4111

Apply in person.

Advertisers who want quick
results use classified ads
consistently. Call 503-325-3211
to place your ad today!

Call 503-325-3211 to
place a classified ad in the
Seaside Signal or
Cannon Beach Gazette!

Full-Time Employment
Hiring FAMILY NURSE
PRACTITIONER or PHYSICIAN
ASSISTANT for small 3 provider
Wimahl Family Clinic.
Focus on quality of care and job
satisfaction. Competitive salary
and 4 day work week. Oregon
license and experience are
required. Astoria, OR.
503-338-2993
wimahlfc@aol.com

IMMEDIATE OPENING
Accounting and income tax
firm in the Astoria Area seek-
ing seasonal or part-time
experienced accountant or
bookkeeper. Flexible
hours available.
Please send resume to
Blind Box 78 and send replies
to c/o The Daily Astorian,
P.O. Box 210, Astoria,
OR 97103

Full-Time Employment
Condo/Hotel need dependable
Hskpr & Maint ASAP! Wages
DOE-Highest in Area-Great
place to work-come join us!
Seaside, OR. 503-738-9468
info@seaside-tradewinds.com

Use our classified ads to get
results fast! Call 503-325-3211
to place your ad today!




