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White House: Trump would
accept less money for border wall

By DARLENE
SUPERVILLE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Both
sides in the long-running
fight over funding President
Donald Trump’s U.S.-Mex-
ico border wall appear to
have moved toward each
other, but a shutdown of one-
fourth of the federal gov-
ernment entered Christmas
without a clear resolution in
sight.

In fact, a top White House
official warned the shutdown
could stretch into January.

Acting White House chief
of staff Mick Mulvaney, who
is also the budget director,
said he was waiting to hear
from Senate Democratic
leader Chuck Schumer of
New York about a counter-
offer the White House pre-
sented Schumer over the
weekend.

Mulvaney would only
say the offer was between
Trump’s $5.7 billion request
and $1.3 billion Democrats
have offered.

“We moved off of the five
and we hope they move up

from their 1.3,” Mulvaney
said less than a day after a
senior administration official
insisted that Congress would
have to cave into Trump’s
demand for the shutdown to
end, highlighting Trump’s
unpredictable  negotiating
style.

Schumer’s office said the
parties remained “very far
apart.”

Sen. Dick Durbin, D-II1.,
argued for increased use of
technology along the border
instead of “some medieval
wall.” Asked whether he’s
willing to offer more money
as long as it is not spent on
a wall, Durbin responded:
“Absolutely.”

Trump blamed the Demo-
crats for the stalemate, tweet-
ing, “Virtually every Dem-
ocrat we are dealing with
today strongly supported
a Border Wall or Fence. It
was only when I made it an
important part of my cam-
paign, because people and
drugs were pouring into our
Country unchecked, that
they turned against it. Des-
perately needed!”

However, an AP Fact

Check found that U.S.
arrests on the Mexican bor-
der jumped 78 percent in
November from a year ear-
lier to the highest level
in  Trump’s presidency.
Increased arrests indicate
that more people are trying
to cross the border illegally.

A stalemate over the
wall led parts of the govern-
ment to shut down Saturday
after funding for numerous
departments and agencies
expired. The closure affects
hundreds of thousands of
federal workers across the
country and was expected to
last at least through Thurs-
day, when the House and
Senate meet again.

Today and Tuesday,
Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas, are federal holidays,
meaning the government
would have been closed any-
way. That means Wednes-
day is the first day the public
could begin to feel the effects
of lost government services,
Mulvaney said.

He predicted the shut-
down could go into Janu-
ary, when Democrats assume
control of the House based

on their midterm election
gains.

“It’s very possible that this
shutdown will go beyond the
28th and into the new Con-
gress,” Mulvaney said.

Justin -~ Goodman, a
spokesman for Schumer,
countered: “If Director Mul-
vaney says the Trump Shut-
down will last into the New
Year, believe him, because
it’s their shutdown.” Trump
recently declared he’d be
“proud” to shut down the
government over border
issues.

Democrats held firm Sun-
day in opposition to a wall,
which Trump promised his
political base he would build.
Mulvaney said “the presi-
dent’s not going to not accept
money for a border wall.”

Trump tweeted Sunday,
the shutdown’s second day,
that what’s needed is “a good
old fashioned WALL that
works,” not aerial drones
or other measures that “are
wonderful and lots of fun”
but not the answer to address
drugs, gangs, human traffick-
ing and other criminal ele-
ments entering the country.

Stealth Indonesia tsunami turns perfect night into nightmare

By NINIEK KARMINI
and MARGIE MASON
Associated Press

TANJUNG LESUNG,
Indonesia — The tsunami
that roared ashore in Indo-
nesia, killing more than
370 people and injuring
over 1,400, was particu-
larly cruel.

It hit on a busy holiday
weekend when many were
enjoying the warm night
breeze on the beach under
a full moon. And unlike

most big waves, which
are typically portended by
an earthquake’s violent
shaking, this was a stealth
attack.

There were no major
ground convulsions, no
sirens, no text messages.

A volcanic island rum-
bled as it has been doing
for months before a giant
chunk of it apparently
broke free like a rock fall-
ing into a tub, silently
unleashing a disaster.

Even in a disaster-prone

Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods ° Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson « 360-269-2500

country like Indonesia, sur-
vivors of Saturday’s tsu-
nami said it seemed extra

menacing because every-
thing seemed perfect until
it hit.
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Shanahan working
to streamline
defense spending

By LOLITA C. BALDOR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
sooner-than-expected depar-
ture of Defense Secretary
Jim Mattis shifts the focus to
President Donald Trump’s
appointment of an acting
Pentagon chief and plans for
a permanent replacement.

It also signals an acri-
monious end to a tense rela-
tionship between Trump
and Mattis that had eroded
in recent months. A fracture
developed last week over
Trump’s decision to with-
draw U.S. troops from Syria
and worsened after Mattis’
public disagreement with
Trump, aired in his resigna-
tion letter.

Mattis made clear in the
letter he did not see eye to
eye with a president who
has expressed disdain for
NATO. That drew a critical
tweet from Trump today.

“We are substantially
subsidizing the Militaries of
many VERY rich countries
all over the world, while at
the same time these coun-
tries take total advantage
of the U.S., and our TAX-

PAYERS, on Trade,” Trump
tweeted. “General Mattis
did not see this as a problem.
I DO, and it is being fixed!”

Deputy Defense Secre-
tary Patrick Shanahan will
take over as acting secretary
on Jan. 1, Trump announced
in a tweet Sunday. He had
worked for more than three
decades at Boeing Co. and
was a senior vice president
when he became Pentagon
deputy in July 2017.

In the new year Trump
wants to focus on stream-
lining purchases at the Pen-
tagon, an issue on which
Shanahan has already been
working, a White House
official said. The official
asked not to be identified
publicly discussing person-
nel matters.

U.S. officials said they
didn’t know if Shanahan
would be Trump’s nominee
to replace Mattis. During
a lunch with conservative
lawmakers Saturday at the
White House, Trump dis-
cussed his options. They
were ‘“not all military,”
said Sen. Lindsey Graham,
R-S.C.,, who was among
those attending.
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Rent Movies for the

Holidays

All movies rent for 5 days
New Releases: $3.50 for 5 days
Category Films: $1.99 for 5 days

or

1000’s of Movies on Sale

as low as $1 each
Previously-Viewed/New/DVD/Blu-Ray/VHS

Video Horizons
750 Astor St - Astoria

Across from McDonald’s

(503) 325-7310
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Occasionally other
companies make
telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These
companies are not affiliated
with The Daily Astorian and
customers are under no
obligation to participate.

If you would like to contact
the attorney general or be put
on the do not call list, here
are the links to both of them
Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/
finfraud/

204 Automobiles

2012 Mini Cooper
Countryman

5,300 miles, black, excellent
shape, auto, AWD, sun roof,
roof rack, bike rack.

$13,500

503-756-6547
Leave message!

[ Classified Ads work hard for you! |

481 Freebies

Free Furniture!

A hutch, dresser with mirror, a
nightstand, and an end table.

You pick up!

In Long Beach
(360)666-4751
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in
this newspaper is subject to
the Fair Housing Act which
makes it illegal to advertise
“Any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or
national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”
Familial status includes
children under the age of 18
living with parents or legal
custodians; pregnant women
and people securing custody
of children under 18. This
newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

To complain of discrimination
call HUD at 1(800)669-9777.
The toll free telephone
number for the hearing
impaired is 1(800)927-9275.

LET one of our friendly advisors
help you word your classfied ad.
Call 503-325-3211

Emerald Heights
Large and small 2 bedroom
apartments available
(503)325-8221

651 Help Wanted

Payroll Specialist
Immediate opening for a full
time year-round Payroll
Specialist in a busy
accounting office in
Seaside. Experience with
Excel, quarterly and annual
reports a must. Please call
503-738-9543 for
an interview.

ERROR AND CANCELLATIONS
Please read your ad on the first day.

If you see an error, The Daily
Astorian will gladly re-run your ad
correctly. We accept responsibility

for the first incorrect insertion,
and then only to the extent of a
corrected insertion or
refund of the price paid.

To cancel or correct an ad,
call 503-325-3211 or
1-800-781-3211

SPECIALTY
SERVICES

WE URGE YOU TO PATRONIZE THE LOCAL
PROFESSIONALS ADVERTISING IN
THE DALY ASTORIAN SPECIALTY
SERVICES. TO PLACE YOUR SPECIALTY
SERVICES AD, CALL 325-3211.

Full-Time Employment

Hiring full time MEDICAL
ASSISTANT immediately.
Submit CV to Dr. Ashley at
Wimahl Family Clinic, fax 503
338-2996 or bring to 2120
Exchange St, Suite 209 As-
toria. Experience required.
Astoria, OR. 503-338-2993
wimahlfc@aol.com

Wanted: Self-motivated person
able to work closely with others
filing and helping at receptionist
desk,
Monday-Friday.
Flexible work schedule, either
part or full-time. Experience
preferred but will train the right
person.
Salary and benefits
competitive.
Mail or bring resume to Lower
Columbia Clinic, 595 18th St.,
Astoria, Oregon 97103

Lower Columbia Bowl

Seeks a part-time
pinchaser/janitor for Friday
and Saturday evenings.
Must be minimum 18 yrs
old to work with machines
and be able to lift 50 Ibs.

Apply in person at:
Lower Columbia Bowl

826 Marine Dr.
Astoria, OR

EVERYTHING is coming up results

when you use a classified ad!

DUST off the old pool table and

sell it with a classified ad.

Are you enthusiastic about
CHOCOLATE? Are you inspired
for COFFEE? Do you enjoy
serving customers? Can you
work every Saturday and every
other Sunday? All other days
are flexible.

Barista experience is a plus! We
need you for 30-40 hrs/week.

Stop by and fill out an
application today!

CANNON BEACH
CHOCOLATE CAFE
232 N SPRUCE ST

CANNON BEACH

Peace Learning Center
has openings for Teachers
and assistant Teachers!

If you love children
and are passionate about
supporting families, please
stop by and talk to Kim.

Call 503-325-4041
or email:

dirplc@yahoo.com.

Garage Sales are a big
success when advertised
in the classified ads!
Call 503-325-3211 to advertise

your garage sale this weekend!




