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Holiday chaos as drones shut London’s Gatwick Airport

By GREGORY KATZ
Associated Press

LONDON Drones
spotted over the runway
forced the shutdown of
London’s Gatwick Airport
today during one of the bus-
iest times of the year, strand-
ing or delaying tens of thou-
sands of Christmas-season
travelers and setting off a
hunt for the operator of the
intruding aircraft.

The prospect of a deadly
collision between what
police called “industri-
al”-grade drones and an air-
liner led authorities to stop
all flights in and out.

Police said that they
had no doubt the intru-
sion was a deliberate
attempt to disrupt opera-
tions at the airport during
a peak period but that there

were “absolutely no indi-
cations to suggest this is
terror-related.”

About 20 police units
from two forces tried in
vain to find the drone oper-
ator as soon as the first
unmanned aircraft was
spotted above Gatwick on
Wednesday evening. Police
told airport officials it was
too risky to try to shoot
down the drones — stray
bullets might kill someone.

“Each time we believe
we get close to the operator,
the drone disappears. When
we look to reopen the air-
field, the drone reappears,”
said Sussex Police Superin-
tendent Justin Burtenshaw.
He said the newer-genera-
tion drones are bigger and
have more range, making
it harder for police to zero
in on the person controlling

the device.

Defense Secretary Gavin
Williamson said the mil-
itary would be deployed
to help police. He said the
armed forces would bring
“unique capabilities” but
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A woman waits in the departures area at Gatwick airport.

gave no details.

Drones could get sucked
into a jet engine or crash
through a windshield, inca-
pacitating the pilot.

The crisis at Gatwick
had a ripple effect on air

travel in Britain, continen-
tal Europe and beyond as
incoming flights were sent
to other locations and out-
going ones were stopped.

Travelers described
freezing conditions over-
night at Gatwick as hun-
dreds slept on benches and
floors, and passengers and
their families complained
they weren’t being kept
informed about re-routed
flights.

“We understand it’s an
emergency situation, but the
lack of information is really
surprising,” said Vanessa
Avila, an American based
in Britain who works for the
U.S. military. Her mother
was on a flight from Flor-
ida to Gatwick that ended
up landing in the northern
English city of Manchester.

Gatwick Britain’s

A7

second-busiest airport by
passenger numbers — first
closed its runway Wednes-
day evening after two
drones were spotted. It
reopened briefly at about
3 am. Thursday, but shut
down 45 minutes later after
further sightings.

The airport, about 30
miles south of London,
sees more than 43 million
passengers a year. About
110,000 had been sched-
uled to pass through on
Thursday.

Police said the drones
were of an “industrial speci-
fication,” an indication they
weren’t small, inexpen-
sive machines. The larger
drones are more danger-
ous to jets in flight and can
stay in the air longer than
the models sold to amateur
enthusiasts.
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N. Korea says it won’t denuclearize
unless US removes threat

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea said today it will
never unilaterally give up its nuclear weapons unless the
United States first removes what Pyongyang called a nuclear
threat. The surprisingly blunt statement jars with Seoul’s rosier
presentation of the North Korean position and could rattle the
fragile trilateral diplomacy to defuse a nuclear crisis that last
year had many fearing war.

The latest from North Korea comes as the United States
and North Korea struggle over the sequencing of the denu-
clearization that Washington wants and the removal of inter-
national sanctions desired by Pyongyang. The statement car-
ried by the North’s official Korean Central News Agency also
raises credibility problems for the liberal South Korean gov-
ernment, which has continuously claimed that North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un is genuinely interested in negotiating away
his nuclear weapons as Seoul tries to sustain a positive atmo-
sphere for dialogue.

The North’s comments may also be seen as proof of what
outside skeptics have long said: that Kim will never voluntarily
relinquish an arsenal he sees as a stronger guarantee of survival
than whatever security assurances the United States might
provide. The statement suggests North Korea will eventually
demand the United States withdraw or significantly reduce
the 28,500 American troops stationed in South Korea, a major
sticking point in any disarmament deal.

Kim and President Donald Trump met June 12 in Singapore
where they agreed on a vague goal for the “complete denuclear-
ization” of the Korean Peninsula without describing when and
how it would occur. The leaders are trying to arrange another
meeting for early next year.

The United States removed its tactical nuclear weapons
from South Korea in the 1990s. Washington and Seoul have
not responded to the North Korean statement.

US ally in Syria says
pullout will aid extremists

BEIRUT — The United States’ main ally in Syria today
categorically rejected President Donald Trump’s claim that
Islamic State militants have been defeated, but Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin welcomed Trump’s decision to withdraw
forces from Syria, saying he agreed a U.S. military presence is
no longer needed.

The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces said in a strongly
worded statement laced with bitterness that a premature U.S.
pullout before IS is defeated would have dangerous repercus-
sions including a resurgence of the extremist group and a desta-
bilizing effect on the entire region.

Trump’s decision to withdraw troops from Syria has rattled
Washington’s Kurdish allies, who are its most reliable partner
in the country and among the most effective ground forces bat-
tling IS. With U.S. air support, the Kurds drove IS from much
of northern and eastern Syria in a costly four-year campaign.
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The announcement of a pullout is widely seen as an aban-
donment of a loyal ally.

The announcement came at a particularly tense moment in
northern Syria. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
repeatedly threatened to launch a new offensive against the
Kurds but in recent days had stepped up the rhetoric, threaten-
ing an assault could begin “at any moment.”

Conservatives warn Trump
not to retreat on border wall

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump is facing
scathing criticism from conservative supporters after backing
away from his threat to shut down the government over border
wall funding, with some aggressively lobbying the president
against signing a short-term deal with no wall dollars.

Trump has not said if he will support a temporary funding
measure approved by the Senate, though his White House has
made clear it will review whatever can pass Congress. Urging
him to veto, Trump’s critics argue he will have even less lever-
age when Democrats take control of the House on Jan. 3, and
they worry that the unfilled pledge for a U.S.-Mexico border
wall could hamper his re-election campaign.

As the chorus of discontent echoed on Twitter and Fox News
on Wednesday and today, the president seemed to be mounting
a defense. He tweeted angrily at Democrats, declaring “I will
not sign any of their legislation, including infrastructure, unless
it has perfect Border Security.” He also argued that border secu-
rity is “tight” due to military and law enforcement efforts.

Throughout Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign, “Build
the wall!”” was a rallying cry for his supporters. Trump support-
ers sought to remind him of that as they pushed him to veto the
short-term plan.

Some within the administration cautioned that it was still
possible Trump would change his mind and end up rejecting
the stopgap funding bill, prompting a holiday shutdown that
could also be politically damaging. Trump had said last week
that he would be “proud” to have a shutdown to get Congress
to approve a down payment on the wall.

US says asylum-seeking
migrants to wait in Mexico

WASHINGTON — Migrants heading to the southwest bor-
der to seek asylum in the United States will have to wait in
Mexico until their claims are processed, under an agreement
between the two countries announced today that will affect tens
of thousands of people each month.

Only about 9 percent of people are actually granted
asylum. The Trump administration says too many migrants
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make false claims.

“They will not be able to disappear into the United States,”
Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen said on today
in remarks before the House Judiciary Committee. “They will
have to wait for approval. If they are granted asylum by a U.S.
judge, they will be welcomed into America. If they are not, they
will be removed to their home countries.”

Discussions on the arrangement have been going on between
the two countries for months, well before the new leadership
took over in Mexico on Dec. 1. Today, the Mexican foreign
ministry said Mexico had agreed to it on a temporary basis for
humanitarian reasons, and it would affect those “who entered
that country or had been apprehended at border entry points,
and who have been interviewed by that country’s immigration
authorities and who have received a court date to appear before
an immigration judge.”

American Civil Liberties Union attorney Lee Gelemt said
the plan was illegal. “This plan cannot be done lawfully and
will result in countless people in life-threatening situations.”
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