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ODOT will expand use of salt
on dangerous winter roads

By CLAIRE
WITHYCOMBE
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Chance of
snow? Expect a sprinkling of
salt too.

On the first eleven miles of
Interstate 5 north of the Califor-
nia border, the average number
of winter crashes dropped from
115 to 54 after the state’s trans-
portation department started
using solid salt on a trial basis.

Because of the apparent
success of that pilot program
and directives from the Legis-
lature, the state will continue
to use salt sparingly on some
major roadways this winter.

While it can be difficult to
peg the exact cause of crashes,
and the figures fluctuate from
year to year, officials found that
the two areas they tested as part
of a pilot program from 2012 to
2017 saw a decline in crashes
after they tried salt.

“It was amazing to see,” said
Dave Thompson, a spokesman
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Oregon Department of Transportation

Test results suggest using salt can reduce weather-relat-

ed crashes.

for the Oregon Department of
Transportation. “The salt was
really effective, and still we
wanted to minimize its use.”
ODOT will have salt on
hand for the first 100 miles
of the freeway north of Cali-
fornia, on 200 miles of Inter-
state 84 and in hilly parts of
the Portland metro area, as
well as a 121-mile stretch of

U.S. 95 in southeastern Oregon
between Nevada and Idaho that
was tested as part of the pilot
program.

Since the 1990s, the state
has used a liquid chemical
deicer, which isn’t always
enough to keep snow and ice
from bonding to pavement,
ODOT says.

The state

has largely

avoided solid salt, which can
have deleterious environmen-
tal effects and is expensive to
store. Solid salt has the same

chemical composition —
sodium chloride — as table
salt.

Salt, through road runoff,
can make its way into surface
water, groundwater and soil,
which can make it harder for
plants to absorb water. It can
also corrode roads, bridges and
vehicles more quickly.

But salt can also be very
effective, especially in cer-
tain conditions, like freez-
ing rain, which the transpor-
tation agency says is growing
more common in Oregon. Salt
will be just one component of
the state’s winter maintenance
plans.

Through the five years of
the pilot program, the depart-
ment wanted to see whether
a small amount of salt could
improve highway conditions
and cut down on serious and
fatal crashes.

Oregon State Treasury pushes gun
safety reforms on manufacturers

Associated Press

SALEM — Oregon has
joined a coalition of states
intent on changing how they
invest money in the firearms
industry to push gun safety
reforms.

The Statesman Journal
reports the move by the Ore-
gon State Treasury — which
manages the multi-billion-dol-
lar Oregon Public Employees
Retirement Fund — reflects
an increased level of scrutiny
for gun-related manufacturers
not just from the halls of Con-
gress, but from low-profile
corners of state government
that seek to influence how the
industry does business.

The coalition’s invest-
ing principles support uni-
versal background checks,
safer technology for firearms
and training for gun retail
employees.

The principles aren’t a set
of rules that forbid any invest-
ment in the industry. Instead,
they are a broader framework
for investors doing business
with companies.

Oregon joins California,
Connecticut, Florida, Maine
and Maryland in the coali-
tion. In their entirety, member
states manage more than $4.8
trillion, much of it for govern-
ment retirees.

“As a fiduciary of a large,
diversified investment port-
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folio, we frequently engage
companies and encourage
them to operate in ways that
increase the odds of strong
long-term returns and to
reduce future investment
risks,” Oregon State Trea-
surer Tobias Read said in a
statement. “Without (these
gun safety principles) we do
not believe the current path is
sustainable.”

The Oregon pension fund’s
investment in the firearms and
munitions manufacturing sec-
tor is a tiny part of the state’s
overall portfolio — just a frac-
tion of 1 percent. The fund has
positions in four companies
with a net value that was less
than $7 million in November
2017, when the state last ran
a report on its holdings in the
firearms sector.

At the time, the fund’s total
assets were about $78 billion,
Treasury officials said.

Kevin Starrett, director
of the Oregon Firearms Fed-
eration, said Read’s actions
are “typical of Oregon and
Democrats.”

“They think if we don’t
invest in companies that are
firearms-related, we’re going
to hurt them somehow, but all
they do is make their stocks
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available to other people like
me,” Starrett said. “It’s what
Oregon Democrats are about.
It’s symbolism and show and
amounts to nothing.”
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: 48-55’ Steel Jensen Design * Tuna/Crab
! New Line 18’-24’ Marine ply/glass

: Ocean Going Sea Skiffs

1 Truckable Tugs/ Barges
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Expansive

Modern Construction Computer Assisted Drawings
Let us show you our facility.
We will be glad to talk with you about your next boat.

Dave / Nelson Columbia
River Marine Construction
15yrs Experience « 360-642-4564

and
Nelson’s Marine Service

40yrs Experience « 360-642-4672
e-mail: mlat@willapabay.org e fax: 360-642-0210
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595,000

#1355222 | 3,392 sqft, 4 bdrm 2.5 baths

ome with sweeping views!

You can see valley, hills and river, with steps down to water frontage. Great home 3,392
sqft, 4 bdrm 2.5 baths, quality built w/ stone fireplaces on both levels, hardwood floors,
wood trim, built-ins, huge laundry, lots of storage. Large windows that make this home so
light and bright. Set back from the road for privacy. 15-20 min from Astoria bridge. No flood
insurance needed as it is on the high bank of the Naselle River. You can’t build new for this

price and location!

Sue Gallagher rReALTOR® / Broker
530-218-9027 cell . 360-642-2428 office

sue@longbeach-realty.com

Long Beach Realty, 116 S. Pacific Hwy, Long Beach, WA 98631
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Iby Christmas?

Holiday Remnant Sale: 50-70% off Retail Price
When Booking by December 31st!

Proudly designing cabinets by Dewils.

www.bergersontile.com °

%

Showroom: 1033 Marine Drive ¢ Astoria, Oregon * 503.325.7767

bergersontile97103@gmail.com
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2 ‘Il Q:What is
b “Ransomware?”

« Malicious software that
* locks up your data.
Ransomware attacks occur
most often when someone
clicks on a link or opens an
attachment that stealthily
installs a virus on a computer.
This was the No. 1 cause
of ransomware attacks in
2017. Use caution when
opening emails that contain
attachments. Regular backups
to the cloud or some offsite
{ server are your best defense
= 3 against a ransomware attack.

LEO FINZI

Astoria’s Best.com

Microsoft We 1000s
REGISTERED [
Refurbisher €r ‘

for phone
Mon-Fri 106, Sat 11-4 D oe™
Astoria, OR computers, and

503-325-2300 tablets.

Q:What are my
options for
replacing a missing
tooth?

< Many options exist to address
this situation. Factors which

determine the best option are patient
interest, position of tooth, position
of gum level, height and width of the
bone, esthetic concerns and challenges,
condition of adjacent teeth, and patient
expectations. Available options to
consider and discuss are doing nothing,
fabrication of an economical removable
“flipper”, construction of a fixed bridge,
and placement of a dental implant
supporting an implant crown. The bridge
and implant options are the most durable,
esthetic and pleasing options to consider.

JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
DMD, FAGD

503/325-0310
1414 MARINE DRIVE,
ASTORIA

www.smileastoria.com
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Q:Are chiropractors
real doctors?

¢ Yes, like all other doctors,

* we undergo four years of
graduate school including two
years of life science and 2 years
of clinical sciences with an
internship. The degree conferred
after successful completion of
schooling is a D.C. or DOCTOR
OF CHIROPRACTIC. We are
also called chiropractic
physicians. Yearly continuing
education is required to keep
skills up. Our approach is to find
the simplest solution with the
fewest tests. We are happy to
accept new patients.

ASTORIA

CHIROPRACTIC

Barry Sears, D.C.

503-325-3311

2935 Marine Drive
Astoria, Oregon

Q: 1 haven’t received
my new Medicare
card. What should
I do, everyone |
know has theirs?

Steve Putman A Ifyou didn't receive it in

the mail or lost it, here's
what to do: call Medicare at
1(800)MEDICARE.

Remember that your new
Medicare card will come in

a plain white envelope from
the Department of Health and
Human Services.

Medicare Products

503-440-1076

Licensed in Oregon
and Washington

putmanagency@gmail.com

: What questions should
people be asking when
deciding on a mortuary?

® Can they meet the collective needs
L] .
of your family? Can they accom-

modate last minute requests (viewing,
service, reception or musicians)? Is your
loved one there? If not, where & who
is the 3rd party doing the work? Will
they match their competitor’s price
(as Hughes-Ransom will)? Is what they
quoted by phone firm & all inclusive or
are there hidden fees? None of us want
to think of the inevitable but ask yourself
this? How long did it take you to find
the right college, car, job, health insurer,
doctor, dentist, bank, lawyer, barber/
stylist, ISP, vacation destination, political
affiliation, et al? Why should this be any
different?

John R. Alcantara - Funeral Director
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Hughes-
RENTN
Mortuary

Astoria: 576 12th St.
503.325.2535

Seaside: 220 N. Holladay
503.738.6622

www.hughes-ransmn.com

. What is the Consult
a Professional section
and how can it help
my business?

A: The Consult a Professional

section in the Daily Astorian is a
great & affordable way to advertise your
business or service, by allowing you to
educate the reader of exactly what you
do on a professional level. All you need
to do is come up with a question that a
customer might ask about your line of
expertise and then give them a detailed
answer to help educate them before
they even walk through your door. We
are offering great rates and package
deals that help save you money!

Heather Jenson
Advertising
Representative

THE DALy
ASTORIAN

971-704-1716

www.dailyastorian.com

949 Exchange St.
Astoria, OR
503-325-3211




