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It’s tough staying in touch

Dear Annie: For almost three
years after college, [ worked at a
science camp in the nearby moun-
tains year-round. I was working
with a group of five other coun-
selors, and we became incredi-
bly close. Working together nine-
plus hours a day with
like-minded people who
are similar in age will
do that. It was very fun
doing what we all loved
for so long, but in the past
two months, most of us
have decided to move on.
Of the five of us — The
Fab Five! — only one
still works at the camp,
“Joey.” The other four
of us are all at different,
more classically “adult” jobs.

Though we promised to stay
in touch and be just as close, it’s
not been happening that way.
With different schedules, com-
mutes, relationship statuses, etc.,
it’s much harder to be as present
in one another’s lives. The four
of us who left have met up a few
times, but Joey always has a rea-
son she can’t make it. Though she
says she is sad and misses us, she
doesn’t offer up alternative dates
or plans that would work for her.
I don’t want to take it personally,
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but it’s hard not to think that she
feels abandoned or is purpose-
fully not coming or is mad. I'm
not sure how to approach her
about this. Annie, do you have
any recommendations? — Coun-
selor in Need of Counsel

Dear Counselor:
Maybe Joey is inten-
tionally choosing not
to spend time with you
all; maybe she really is
just busy. Regardless,
take her at her word, and
trust that if she values
the friendship as much
as you do, she will even-
tually reach out. Some-
times particular friend-
ships have an ebb and
flow, and that’s OK. And some-
times people grow up and apart,
and that — though hard — is OK,
too.

Dear Annie: I have two chil-
dren in food service, so I’d like
to add some clarification regard-
ing how much to tip. Twenty per-
cent is very much the normal rate.
Your server has to tip the bar-
tender, the food runners, the host
or hostess and the people who bus
the tables based on the server’s
gross sales. It doesn’t matter if a
customer tips very little or not at

all. The server still has to give the
percentage of his gross sales that
management decides goes to each
of the above jobs. If you stay for
a long period of time and don’t
allow the restaurant to turn over
the table for another customer, tip
again. — Momma in Tennessee

Dear Momma: Not all restau-
rants use a tip sharing or “tip-
ping out” system, but many, per-
haps most, do. Thanks for calling
attention to this and encouraging
us all to stay generous.

Dear Annie: Recently, you
printed a letter from “Paulie,”
who took issue with people say-
ing “I apologize” rather than “I’'m
sorry.” You have previously rec-
ommended that people read “The
5 Love Languages,” which is a
great book. The author of that
book has also written a book
about the various “languages”
of an apology, aptly titled “The
5 Languages of Apology.” It’s
worth reading. — Salem, Ore-
gon, Reader

Dear Salem: Thank you so
much for the reading recommen-
dation. I did not realize that Gary
Chapman (along with Jennifer
Thomas) had written a book on
the subject of apologizing, and I
look forward to reading it myself.

BLONDIE

TOMORROW'’S HOROSCOPE

By Holiday Mathis, Creators Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You can start
small or start big and your chances of winning
the first time out are the same. It just depends
on how many people you want to involve.
There’s no right answer. This is a matter of
personal style and preference.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You can't always
run away from the thing that's draining your
energy. However, if you look for a workaround
today, then you're very likely to find a set of
alternative behaviors, tools, hacks, rules or
procedures to plug the drain.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). There are people
you want to know, but havent reached out to
yet. There will be an excellent opportunity to
say a quick hello, which will be the perfect start
to the relationship. Brevity will be key.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Your eyes go
where your heart most wants them to go. And
that's exactly how it is for that interested party
across the room who keeps looking in your
direction. Catch the signal. Someone is smitten!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You'll be getting to
know interesting people, and will be intrigued
by the minutia of how they live. You'll ask the
kind of really good questions that are not too in-
trusive and yet they crack the story wide open.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your schedule is
filling up. Block out sacred time for yourself, or
that time will be snatched up. If you're not sure
about a commitment, politely decline now. If
you let it linger, then it will take up too much
mental space.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). There've been times
when the very thing that was supposed to help
you only made things worse. That's why you're
now much more selective about accepting help.
Nonetheless, you'll have excellent

options today.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Empathy comes
easily to you. You don't even see it as selfless
because empathy gives you an edge. It lets you
see and understand someone else’s side. In a
way, it gives you more lives than just your own.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Good
questions, well-timed, can open hearts and
minds. It will be as though you've found the
secret doorway in what you once assumed
was just a wall.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). As much as
you'd like to go play, you won't feel good about
it until a certain project is completed. Youre
almost to the finish line. Your powers of focus
are fierce. You can do this.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You'll find it nec-
essary to challenge conventional attitudes, at
least in your own head. You have fresh insights
to shine on the matter. Work them out on your
own and with your trusted inner circle before
going public.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). There’s someone
who wants your attention and is trying various
ways to get it. Are you flattered? Perhaps

you didn't even notice. You are, after all, very
involved in what you're doing today, which is
part of the attraction.

TOMORROW'’S BIRTHDAY (Nov. 10). People
will pay for your talent. You haven't always been
able to afford to cater to your own exceptional
taste, but this solar return shows that you

are able to give yourself the things you want.
Other highlights include informal schooling, a
very memorable gift and a stint of tourism that
changes your worldview. Libra and Capricorn
adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 5, 30, 33,
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PHOEBE AND HER UNICORN
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