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House swing poses threat to Trump agenda

GOP adds to its Senate
edge, prevails in some
key gubernatorial races

By STEVE PEOPLES
and JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Democrats have
regained control of the House from President
Donald Trump’s Republican Party in the mid-
term elections , powered by a suburban revolt
that has threatened what’s left of the president’s
governing agenda.

But the GOP added to its Senate edge and
prevailed in some key races for governor Tues-
day, beating back the potential of big Demo-
cratic gains across the board. The “blue wave”
that some had feared from Election Day never
fully materialized.

The mixed verdict in the first nationwide
election of Trump’s presidency showed the
limits of his hard-line immigration rhetoric in
America’s evolving political landscape, where
college-educated voters in the suburbs rejected
his warnings of a migrant “invasion.” But
blue-collar voters and rural America embraced
his aggressive talk and stances.

The new Democratic House majority will
end Republican dominance in Washington for
the final two years of Trump’s first term with
major questions looming about health care,
immigration and government spending.

House Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi of
California, who would be in line to become the
next speaker, spoke of “a new day in America.”
Trump, in a tweet, said that “in all fairmess”
Pelosi “deserves” to return to her former role
as speaker, despite some rumblings in her party.
“She has earned this great honor!”

But the Democrats’ edge is narrow. With 218
seats needed for a majority in the 435-mem-
ber House, Democrats have won 220 and the
Republicans 193, with winners undetermined
in 22 races.

Trump was expected to address the results
at a postelection news conference scheduled for
midday today.

The president’s party will maintain control
of the executive branch of the government, in
addition to the Senate. But Democrats suddenly
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have a foothold that gives them subpoena power
to probe deep into Trump’s personal and pro-
fessional missteps — and his long-withheld tax
returns.

Early today, Trump warned Democrats
against using their new majority to investigate
his administration.

“If the Democrats think they are going to
waste Taxpayer Money investigating us at the
House level,” Trump tweeted, “then we will
likewise be forced to consider investigating
them for all of the leaks of Classified Informa-
tion, and much else, at the Senate level. Two can
play that game!” It wasn’t clear what “leaks” he
was referring to.

It could have been a much bigger night
for Democrats, who suffered stinging losses
in Ohio and in Florida, where Trump-backed
Republican Ron DeSantis ended Democrat
Andrew Gillum’s bid to become the state’s first
African-American governor.

The elections also exposed an extraordinary
political realignment in an electorate defined
by race, gender, and education that could shape
U.S. politics for years to come.

The GOP’s successes were fueled by a coa-
lition that’s decidedly older, whiter, more male
and less likely to have college degrees. Demo-
crats relied more upon women, people of color,
young people and college graduates.
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Democrat Jennifer Wexton celebrates after defeating GOP Rep. Barbara Comstock in Virginia.

Record diversity on the ballot may have
helped drive turnout.

Voters were on track to send at least 99
women to the House, shattering the record of 84
now. The House was also getting its first two
Muslim women, Massachusetts elected its first
black congresswoman, and Tennessee got its
first female senator.

Three candidates had hoped to become
their states’ first African-American governors,
although just one — Georgia Democrat Stacey
Abrams — was still in the running.

Overall, women voted considerably more
in favor of congressional Democratic can-
didates — with fewer than 4 in 10 voting for
Republicans, according to VoteCast, a nation-
wide survey of more than 115,000 voters and
about 20,000 nonvoters — conducted for The
Associated Press by NORC at the University of
Chicago.

In suburban areas where key House races
were decided, female voters skewed signifi-
cantly toward Democrats by a nearly 10-point
margin.

Democrats celebrated a handful of victories
in their “blue wall” Midwestern states, electing
or re-electing governors in Michigan, Pennsyl-
vania, Minnesota and in Wisconsin, where Scott
Walker was defeated by the state’s education
chief, Tony Evers.
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CHANGES FOR OREGON
CONGRESSMEN

The change in control of the House of Rep-
resentatives means that Rep. Peter DeFazio,
D-Oregon, will become chair of the powerful
Transportation Committee, according to The
Oregonian. Rep. Greg Walden, R-Oregon,
meanwhile will lose his chairmanship of the
Energy and Commerce Committee.

The road to a House majority ran through
two dozen suburban districts that Hillary Clin-
ton won in 2016. Democrats flipped seats in
suburban districts outside of Washington, Phil-
adelphia, Miami, Chicago and Denver. Demo-
crats also reclaimed a handful of blue-collar dis-
tricts carried by both former President Barack
Obama and Trump.

The results were more mixed deeper into
Trump country.

In Kansas, Democrat Sharice Davids beat a
GOP incumbent to become the first gay Native
American woman elected to the House. But in
Kentucky, one of the top Democratic recruits,
retired Marine fighter pilot Amy McGrath, lost
her bid to oust to three-term Rep. Andy Barr.

Trump sought to take credit for retaining
the GOP’s Senate majority, even as the party
lost control of the House. In a tweet today, he
referred to the election results as a “Big Victory.”

History was working against the president
in both the House and the Senate. A president’s
party has traditionally suffered deep losses in
his first midterm election, and 2002 was the
only midterm election in the past three decades
when the party holding the White House gained
Senate seats.

Democrats’ dreams of the Senate majority,
always unlikely, were shattered after losses in
top Senate battlegrounds: Indiana, Missouri,
Tennessee, North Dakota and Texas.

Some hurt worse than others.

In Texas, Sen Ted Cruz staved off a tough
challenge from Democrat Beto O’Rourke,
whose record-smashing fundraising and celeb-
rity have set off buzz he could be a credible
2020 White House contender.

Nearly 40 percent of voters cast their ballots
to express opposition to the president, according
to VoteCast, while one-in-four said they voted
to express support for Trump.
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Excel and Word.
Hours are 8 to 5, Monday
through Friday and some
Saturdays during the busy
season. Competitive pay
depending on experience.

can be picked up at Seaside
City Hall, 989 Broadway,
Seaside or is available on the
City’s website at:
www.cityofseaside.us.
E.O.E
Closing date is 5 PM,
on Friday, December 7, 2018

on 1.93 riverfront acres.

Enjoy Nehalem River views
from the dining, family and
master bedroom. Gentle
slope to river for fishing,
swimming and floating. Near
Henry Rierson Spruce Run
Campground.
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Full-Time Employment
Bigelow Transport is seeking
an experienced CDL driver/
clean record, doubles/triples
endorsed, flatbed doubles,
dump truck/pup,

1999 Hyundai Tiburon
Runs good. 5 speed.
$1,200

503-739-5190

Homeshare:
Bedroom available,
$675. First/Last month,
$300 security deposit.
No pets/smoking.
503-338-0703.

Long Beach, WA.
360-875-6565
mindy psco@willapabay.org
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