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Astoria to close free
RV dump station

Wastewater
treatment at risk

By KATIE
FRANKOWICZ
The Daily Astorian

Astoria will close a free
RV dump station near the
New Youngs Bay Bridge by
the end of the year due to staff
concerns that the unmonitored
site could put the city’s waste-
water treatment system at risk.

The dump station is a vul-
nerability in a wastewater
system experiencing higher
annual loads, Public Works
Department staff told the City
Council Monday. The city
does not monitor the station
and does not track what gets
dumped there.

If the wastewater system
were deemed unable to han-
dle these higher loads overall,
the state could require a new,
technical plant estimated to
cost around $50 million.

Staff, hoping to extend the
useful life of the system, are
identifying problem spots like
the dump station. They have
sent flyers out to residential
customers, reminding them
of what should and should not
be flushed down a toilet — “a
toilet is not a trash can!” —
and working with large indus-
trial users like local breweries.

Fort Stevens State Park
also provides RV dump ser-
vices. After the Astoria dump
station closes on Dec. 31,
users will be able to go there
instead, staff said.

City councilors voted 4-1
to close the dump station.
Councilor Tom Brownson
was the sole “no” vote. He
advocated for delaying a deci-
sion to give staff more time to
study the issue and investigate
a “pay to dump” solution.

A handful of residents
also asked the City Council to
keep the dump station open.
It’s not just for tourists pass-
ing through, they said.

Dan Sealy, who lives in
city limits, uses the dump sta-

tion occasionally and opposed
the closure. He pointed out
that public restrooms are
“open portals, t0o.”

The dump station is a
small entry into the larger
system, he said.

“I appreciate their concern
about keeping our system in
good shape,” he added. “I
don’t want to see us have to
spend $50 million but I can’t
imagine this one little RV sta-
tion is what’s going to cause
us to have to build the new
system.”

William  Olson, from
Svensen, also wondered what
homeless people living out of
their RVs will use, arguing
that they will dump where
it is convenient if the station
isn’t open. The Fort Stevens
dump station is not open all
day, he said. The next clos-
est public dump stations are
in Rainier and Wheeler, both
almost 60 miles away from
Astoria.

He argued that the influx
of tourists in the summer
and their use of restrooms in
town probably has more of
an overall impact than the RV
dump station.

But City Councilor Zetty
Nemlowill was not con-
vinced. She said she was
speaking up for the people
“who would like to be able to
affordably flush their toilet in
Astoria.”

“It’s going to be a terri-
ble inconvenience to some
of the people who came here
tonight and spoke very well
trying to defend the closure of
the dump station,” she said.
“But for the greater good of
Astoria, we need to do what
our public works staff is rec-
ommending and extend the
life of our sewage treatment
plant.”

“I don’t think that we
should continue to have an
unchecked, free RV dump
station so tourists can come
and dump their crap so the
ratepayers in Astoria have to
pay more money,” she added.
“That’s ridiculous.”
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Oregon gubernatorial campaign
fundraising continues torrid pace

Double the

previous record

By JEFF MAPES
Oregon Public Broadcasting

Final disclosure reports
filed before today’s election
show that the two major can-
didates for Oregon gover-
nor are continuing their torrid
fundraising.

Democratic incumbent
Gov. Kate Brown raised more
than $17 million. Republi-
can challenger Knute Buehler
raised $18.5 million.

So far, the two have dou-
bled the previous record for
an Oregon governor’s race,

Knute Kate Brown

Buehler

set in 2010. The reports cover
money raised and spent up to
eight days before the election.
In that period, Buehler
received several business-re-
lated donations of up to $10,000.
Brown received $100,000 from
the Planned Parenthood PAC of
Oregon. Abortion rights advo-
cates have staunchly backed her
re-election campaign.

During the campaign, both
candidates were heavily sup-
ported by the partisan guber-
natorial associations that are
funded by numerous spe-
cial interests. The Republican
Governors Association gave
Buehler nearly $3.4 million
while the Democratic Gover-
nors Association sent $2 mil-
lion to Brown.

Nike  co-founder  Phil
Knight attracted national atten-
tion by giving a total of $2.5
million to Buehler over the
course of his campaign. Knight
also gave another $1 million
to the Republican Governors
Association. Buehler was also
heavily backed by the timber
industry and several other busi-

ness interests.

Brown received more than
$2 million from organized
labor as well as hefty contri-
butions from a Democratic
women’s group, environmental
organizations and a gun-con-
trol group.

The tally for Brown and
Buehler together tops $35
million. The previous Ore-
gon record for gubernatorial
election fundraising pales in
comparison.

In 2010, Republican Chris
Dudley and Democratic incum-
bent John Kitzhaber together
raised more than $17.7 million
for their campaigns. Kitzhaber
edged Dudley by a small mar-
gin in the election.

Supreme Court justices sound favorable
to Alaska hunter with hovercraft

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court sounded skep-
tical Monday of the National
Park Service’s authority to pre-
vent an Alaskan moose hunter
from using his motorized rub-
ber boat to access remote areas
of the state.

The justices heard argu-
ments in a case that tests the
limits of the federal govern-
ment’s authority in a state in
which more than 60 percent of
the land is federally owned.

The state and moose hunter
John Sturgeon are arguing that
the National Park Service can-
not enforce a national ban on
amphibious vehicles known as
hovercraft on a river in Alaska
for which the state claims own-
ership, even though it runs
through a national conservation
area.

Sturgeon won an earlier
round at the Supreme Court.

The case stems from Stur-
geon’s 2007 encounter with
three park rangers who ordered
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Alaska resident John Sturgeon walks outside the Su-

preme Court on Monday.

him off the Nation River within
the  Yukon-Charley Rivers
National Preserve in northeast
Alaska. The rangers told him it
was illegal to operate the noisy
craft that can navigate shallow
water or even mud. He sued in
2011.

The issue is whether a fed-
eral law enacted in 1980 to pro-
tect undisturbed land but also
allow Alaska residents to main-
tain their way of life provides an
exception to National Park Ser-

vice’s regulation of rivers that
pass through national parks.
“Well, but, I mean, the
waters are very important to
Alaskans’ way of life in the
way they aren’t elsewhere,”
Chief Justice John Roberts said,

voicing doubt about the Trump
administration’s reading of the
law that gives the federal gov-
ernment sweeping control of
the waterways.

Justice Department lawyer
Edwin Kneedler told the court
that the 1980 law is a compro-
mise because it allows hunt-
ing and airplane use in areas
that usually are closed to those
activities in national parks in
other states.

But Congress did not intend
to allow hovercraft to be used,
Kneedler said, calling them
very loud and unsightly.

Roberts didn’t sound per-
suaded by that argument.
“While you may think a hov-
ercraft is unsightly, I mean, if
you’re trying to get from point
A to point B, it’s pretty beauti-
ful,” he said.

WANTED

Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods ° Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson « 360-269-2500

Allie Soliman

Andrea Larson Perez
Andrea Mazzerella
Andrew Cier

Ann Robben Dott

Anna Lee Larimore

Bill and Deborah Armington
Bill Griesar

Blair Cocking

Bob Duehmig

Bob Girrard

Brian and Pamela Dutton
Charlotte Bruhn

Chris and Stacey Womak
Chris Holen

Christine Lolich

Claudia Russell

Dale Clark

Darlene Story

Debbie Twombly

Debra Bowe

Dee Saidi

Dena Healy

Diane Lane

Dida DeAngelis

Elaine Bauer

George McCartin

Greg and Kristy Cross
Greg Lavin

Isa Haveraln

John & Janet Niemi
Jayne Osborn

Jeff and Jane Donnelly
Jillian Pigg

Jody Miller

John and Rosemary Samp
John Fenton

Joy and Leif Erickson
Judith P. Niland

Julia Mabry

Julie and Josh Hemeon
Kai Raden

Karen Whitman

Kathy and Joe Patenaude
Katie Murray

Kelley Shannon

Kelly Stearns

Kevin and Holly McHone
LaRee Johnson

Larry Allen

Lee Clinton and Bob
Lisa Ackerman

Lorrie McKay

Lucy Barna

Lynda Humphries

Lynn Hadley

Marc Rodman

Margaret Boyle

Maria Gowan

Marie Hart

Mary Ann Ylipelto
Maud D. Craig-Wright
McKenzie Scroup
Melanie Rae Ryan
Merianne and Tom Meyer
Michelle and Matt Bisek
Norma Hernandez
Patricia VonVontage
Patsy and David Oser
Paula Fisher

Penny Treat

Pepsi of Astoria

Pete Gimre

Pooka Rice

Ray Raihala

Robbie Law

Robert Paulmenn

Sari and Dean Hartman
Skip and Sara Hauke
Skye McKey

Steft Eiter

Stepahnie Courtright Reibold
Steve Emmons

Susan Karpen

Susy Hylkema

Sylvia Davis

Tara Vetricek-Mestrich
Teona Dawson

Terri Chisum Opsahl
Terry Robinette

Thom Votteler

Tiffany Butler

Tim Allwein

Todd Robinette

Willis Van Dusen and Family
& all of those that didn’t want to be on
a list!

SAME-DAY
INTERVIEWS
WITH
GOODWILL

MANAGEMENT

Wednesday
Nov. 7, 2018

9:00AM - 2:00PM

1450 SE Discovery Ln.

Warrenton, OR

GOODWILL

INDUSTRIES

OF THE COLUMBIA WILLAMETTE

THE WARRENTON
GOODWILL
RETAIL STORE

IS HIRING

FOR MULTIPLE
POSITIONS!

AVAILABLE POSITIONS
e Cashiers

¢ Donation Attendants

¢ Production Associates
e Supervisors

For more information, please
call Kristine Fernandez at

503/847.1452

Gooawill offers an excellent
benefits package including
medical/dental and a retirement
matching program. For more
information about Goodwill
Industries of the Columbia
Willamette, go to meetgoodwill.org



