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Please vote

During this very important election cycle,
please vote. Remember, when voting any
candidate for any position, if they are blam-
ing, or pointing the finger at their opponent,
that candidate most likely has very little integ-
rity, honor, or even the ability of respect for
themselves.

It has always been easier to overexaggerate
the problems rather than run for any office on
character and solutions to fix those problems,
as we have been witnessing. Do a little hunt-
ing to know who and/or what agenda is back-
ing that said candidate. More often than not,
politicians outright lie about the truth, and then
live off of your tax dollars and do nothing.

Please vote smartly. All of our futures are
at stake.

TROY HASKELL
Astoria

‘Votes for women’

hat was the cry of the early British suf-

fragettes. From men I know, I hear every-
thing from, “I’'m only voting for women now,”
to “that might make too many women” on
whatever public policy board.

Maybe it’s time that we listen to what local
women are offering, if you haven’t already
voted. Please vote. That’s what makes our
democracy work, even though we have some
considerable obstacles in our national system
right now.

We have some distinct and talented women
running for office in our local and state elec-
tions. I've worked for Pam Wev’s campaign,
and have worked with Joan Herman. Pam
brings strong and varied experience and intel-
ligence to everything she takes on. Joan has
known the community through her early busi-
ness here in Astoria, and through her work as
areporter. She is a thoughtful listener, and has
attended City Council meetings throughout
her time on the Astoria Planning Commission.
Both women are able to take informed stands
and hold their own.

Both of these women are well prepared
to help in leading our city and county as we
move into new challenges. If you haven’t
voted already, and can vote for them, please
do so. Either way, vote before the deadline and
celebrate democracy with the rest of us.

JAN MITCHELL
Astoria

Measure 102 is promising

Our communities in Northwest Oregon are
struggling to maintain the quality of life
we once took for granted. Many of our chil-
dren and parents, even our veterans, are forced
to make choices between food, medicine and
housing. For most families, housing is their
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greatest cost. With rents doubling and housing
prices soaring, retired and working families in
our communities are facing their most severe
crisis in my lifetime.

As long as housing costs continue to rise
faster than incomes and wages, this prob-
lem will only get worse. As communities we
must do better, or we risk losing what holds us
together.

It’s clear to me that we need new
approaches to housing. The most promis-
ing ideas include: preserving existing housing
stock, encouraging smaller new homes, allow-
ing accessory dwelling units, streamlining the
land use process and finding lower cost financ-
ing for housing. Less expensive financing is
the only way we can avoid a new construction
slump, as interest costs (two thirds of the cost
of housing) have already began ticking up.

Measure 102 is a promising idea that will
help. If the voters pass a bond for affordable
housing, Measure 102 will allow partnerships
between cities, nonprofits and affordable hous-
ing developers to create quality housing as
inexpensively as possible.

There is no tax increase associated with
Measure 102. It simply lets communities who
choose to build or preserve affordable hous-
ing stretch their dollars and reach more people
in need. Together, we can help hundreds more
people find a home.

JIM TIERNEY

Past executive director,
Community Action Team
Vernonia

Heartened by Jones

was extremely disappointed hearing that
Cindy Price had withdrawn from the may-
oral election. But heartened when I heard
that Bruce Jones had decided to run. We
have another opportunity to elect a leader, a
researcher, an open-minded and principled
individual who is not swayed by party policy.
PATRICIA MORROW
Astoria

Confidence in Lower

want to see Vineeta Lower take over the
chair as our representative for Oregon
House District 32 because she has such a qual-
ity, hands-on experience working as a teacher.
With 30 years of experience in working with
children, she fully understands the extent to
which our children truly are our most precious
resource. | have complete confidence in her
compassion and love for our beautiful coast,
our needs, and her ability to take our issues to
the table and get the positive results that will
keep our communities progressing in a healthy,
positive way. Happy voting, everyone!
WILLIAM SUTTON
Astoria
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Brighten your holidays with the

Community open house
featuring Santa Claus

10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Free admission
Beautiful trees and Candy Cane Lane
festivities for kids!

Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Tickets: $100 per guest; $1,000 for table of 10

Seaside Civic and Convention Center
415 First Ave., Seaside, OR 97138

For reservations or information, please call 503-717-7604
or visit ProvidenceFestivalOfTrees.org/Seaside.

Proceeds benefit
Beyond 911: A Campaign to Expand Emergency Care
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Seaside
Hospital Foundation

Barber for Seaside mayor

am writing in support of the election of Jay

Barber for mayor of Seaside. He is a good,
honest and decent man who has shown steady,
capable leadership of our city.

Seaside has several big projects already in
the works that need the continuity and knowl-
edgeable guidance that Jay has provided. We
are lucky to have a person of his caliber wil-
ing to volunteer his time, devotion and exper-
tise, as it is often a thankless job with no
financial compensation.

On a personal note, Jay is my good friend,
and I know of no finer man.

LESLIE K. TRACY
Seaside

Are we so cruel?

live in a house. The plan outlined to pass

the camping ban at a recent City Hall meet-
ing may have been a misunderstanding to
anyone not at the meeting.

The City Council passed the ordinance
change because of the promise to offer KOA/
motel space to those who wanted to get out of
the cold until the Uniontown Helping Hands
shelter opens Nov. 1. This plan was the rea-
son the council adopted the change. The
plan seemed legitimate: Provide tax receipts
enough to offset said hotel/motel’s taxes for
empty offseason rooms. Win,win.

This was a misunderstanding, so I propose
the city designate wooded land for camps near
a bus line, and a lot for vehicle dwellers, with
basic sanitation covered by tax receipts from
Clatsop Community Action.

Residents would have to work a secu-
rity and sanitation shift. The fire department
would teach residents fire safety, and provide
extinguishers. This temporary solution won’t
be necessary once suitable housing is built.
Regardless of your social class, there are jerks
who litter, flick their cigarette butts, steal and
are excrementally ignorant after a night of
excess. The city’s ban, and the county’s park-
ing ban, make homelessness harder than it
already is. How we treat the least of us defines
us as a community. Are we so cruel?

DOROTHY OLSEN
Astoria

Volunteers needed for spay
and neuter thrift store

he Spay and Neuter Thrift Store in Sea-

side has been contributing to the welfare
of animals for over 45 years, and continues
that dedicated service today. It has grown to
three rooms of donated items. All are clean,
wearable and usable goods to serve the fam-
ily, a hobby or gift list.

The store is organized, clean and all the
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treasures are tastefully displayed. This store
provides a great service to the community but
only through the commitment and love from
the volunteers. They are the heart, soul and
muscle of the store. They are dedicated to the
store’s purpose.

The heartfelt mission of the nonprofit store
is to serve the community by enabling pet
owners to spay or neuter their furry friends,
and reduce the population of unwanted and
uncared-for animals. The sales generated from
the store provide vouchers that are honored by
veterinarians in our area for the residents of
Clatsop County who obtain them for their pets
or feral cats.

The product of the volunteers’ devotion is
600 certificates this year. Since 2014, 4021
vouchers have been provided to pet owners.
Those are numbers to celebrate. Contributions
from the store also benefit the county animal
shelter and local food banks.

The store needs you. A volunteer can fill a
four-hour shift, supporting the store’s purpose.
Bring your passion for animals. Be a member
of our team. Seaside Spay and Neuter Thrift
Store is at 600 Broadway in Seaside. The
phone number is 503-738-7040.

JEANNE NORDMARK
Gearhart

‘We should not demonize refugees

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Ser-
vices (LIRS) has served people seeking
safety since World War II. It is one of many
agencies of different faith traditions that con-
tinues today to reach out to families fleeing
violence and persecution.

Who are refugees? Albert Einstein. A
founder of Google. Former Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright. And perhaps, one of our
neighbors.

Yes, they receive financial assistance when
they first arrive because most come with
nothing. But the majority go on to live inde-
pendently, earning more than $77 billion annu-
ally in household incomes and paying nearly

$21 billion in taxes each year.

They are more likely to be entrepreneurs
than native-born Americans. And, as Ameri-
cans are getting older, our nation’s workforce
is shrinking. Yet 70 percent of refugees are of
working age, and extremely happy to begin

working from the moment they arrive. The
data is from the LIRS newsletter.

From our own American values and
self-interest, we should not be demonizing
refugees. And, if we are people of faith, we
remember the centrality of hospitality and
care for the “least of these” that is in our var-
ious traditions. Rational reception of refugees
is possible. Misrepresenting who they are is
unacceptable.

JOHN and JACKIE WECKER
Astoria
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