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Daughter turns ‘natural’

Dear Annie: My adult daugh-
ter recently visited from out of
state, and she has developed some
odd and off-putting habits. I really
don’t mean to judge her, but I'd
also like to help her. At the same
time, if [ said anything, she might
run a hundred miles in the
opposite direction.

She has stopped show-
ering every day. I’'m not
sure whether it’s a “save
the water” thing or what,
but frankly, she smells
like the zoo. No deodor-
ant, ecither. Her clothes
are dirty, as well. She has
also dropped table man-
ners. She frequently eats
with her hands — says it’s
what they do in other countries.
Her open mouth chews away as
she talks, with bits of food spray-
ing all over. She burps freely, and
it’s not a health/indigestion issue.
Her body language says “relax,”
no matter what position she’s in
— slumped at the table, reclined
on the couch, etc. I think she’s try-
ing to be as earthy as possible. Her
husband is very similar, so at least
they’re not offending each other.
— Judgmental-ish Mom

Dear Judgmental-ish Mom:
It sounds as if your flower child
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has taken on a whole new look
and smell, and she wants you and
everyone around her to notice it.

It is lovely that she has found
a more relaxed state of living,
but not at the expense of her own
hygiene. The dirty clothing and
lack of bathing will even-
tually catch up with her
— perhaps in the form
of a rash or sickness, and
that would take away
from her and her hus-
band’s “relaxed” state.
Have an honest and open
conversation with her.
When you sit down to
talk, try not to be critical
of every little change she
has made. Focus more on
the behaviors that could affect her
health and others around her.

A sudden lack of hygiene could
be a sign of depression. Water
your flower child with under-
standing and compassion and the
conversation will go a lot better
than it would if you put her down.

Dear Annie: I can’t stop think-
ing about “Over This,” who wrote
about the alcoholic behavior in
her family and its destructive
effects. In addition to all the excel-
lent resources you listed, please
let her know that once she gets

the immediate issues resolved,
establishes some degree of inde-
pendence (which could help her
mother in the long run) and joins
a support group, she will need to
seek out competent counseling
to understand that she should not
feel guilty for putting her well-be-
ing first.

Obviously, I speak from expe-
rience, although nothing like that
of “Over This.” My mother was a
saint and protected and provided
for us. I'm 69 now, and without
counseling off and on through-
out the years, my life might have
been very different. But having it
earlier would have been so much
better. The most important point
I want to convey is that “Over
This” should learn there is noth-
ing she can do to stop her moth-
er’s behavior except to not enable
it — and I hope she gets counsel-
ing in whatever form she is com-
fortable with. I’ll be thinking of
her and her family. — Glad She
Wrote to You

Dear Glad She Wrote: And
I’m glad you wrote to me. Thank
you for sharing your experience
and testifying to the power of
counseling. I'm so glad that you
found the support you needed, and
I hope “Over This” does, too.

BLONDIE

TOMORROW'’S HOROSCOPE

By Holiday Mathis, Creators Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Had you set

out to please them all, you would have

been unsuccessful. But instead you create
something strictly for your own pleasure and
are surprised at how many others get joy from
your creation.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Speaking too
much can be a function of fear, fear that if you
say the thing, rejection or worse is in store.

It takes confidence to be so brief. You have

a gift for getting to the point. This is an act of
character and strength.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Today it seems
possible to be younger in every area of life.
Youth is small, so gravity goes easy on it.
Live the levity you feel, and if you don't feel it,
imagine it and live that.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Trying to do
things the “right way” is, in a sense, moving
the power away from you and to the thing that
is telling you what the “right way” is. The thing
is often correct but not always. It's a good time
to checkit.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The move that puts
you ahead today is a move toward informa-
tion. Inform yourself, as this will put you in a
position of choice, while those who don’t know
will default to one way or method.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You'll provide a
kind, welcoming face to those who normally
may not have such a thing in their realm.
This is will be your gift to the world and also,
because of what it elicits in others, your take
from it.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You don't have to
be consistently one way to succeed. Loved
ones are intrigued by your many facets and
moods. Your determination and ambition seem

to wax and wane with the moon and the tides.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Mother said, “If
you can't say anything nice, don't say anything
at all” And while discretion serves everyone
well, it's also possible to get somewhere by
shaking things up. You do it with charm and
will be amusedly received.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Like
attracts like. Use the principle to guide and
inform yourself. For instance, those attracted
to the troubled, intelligent types are most likely
troubled and intelligent. Everyone is better for
calling it what it is.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You'll enjoy
lo-fi fun and down-to-earth delights. As your
sign-mate Humphrey Bogart once said, ‘A hot
dog at the ballpark is better than a steak at
the Ritz”

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Whatever
you're doing, don't stop. What you need now
more than anything else is momentum.
Getting into the flow of motion will begin any
number of exciting happenings.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Is there a
sincerer love than the love of food? You'll
challenge the premise in your own way today
and in the process take a probing look at your
relationship with your sustenance.

TOMORROW'’S BIRTHDAY (Oct. 26). Your
cosmic birthday gift will be the addition of

a number of new characters in your story,
people to know, trust and love. This team will
help take you where your heart has longed to
go. Other highlights: an artistic breakthrough,
being the envy of friends as you arrive some-
where in style and a cash prize. Aries and Leo
adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 20, 21, 2,
17 and 44.
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IT'S THE ONLY STALK IN
THE ENTIRE FIELD.

THE UNICORN
DOES
EXIST!
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IF | ORDER A
> BANANA SPLIT,
WILL YOU sPLIT
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[ WHY DON'T 1 ORDER ONE AS
WELL AND SPLIT IT WITH YOU?

HOW'S

> GOING,
SWEETHEART?

BEAUTIFULLY!

A BANANA SPLIT
AND TOOTSIE
ATE HALF OF

www.Blondie.com

LET’'S MEET
TONIGHT'S
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BACKIINTHE DAY, WE
CALL-ED THE Couch
A ’DA\/ENPORT‘

Can I help you with
your costume?

‘gocomics.com

I wanna do this myself.
I definitely wanna do it
without your magical

All right. I
can respect
that.

HEY, WE 6OT A CARD
FROM NONA’S PARENTS...

PROBABLY AN INVITE

WOULD
PAY OFF!

seinieay Buy Aq 8L0ZQ)

TO A HALLOWEEN PARTY.
SEE, I TOLD YOU HAVING
PEOPLE OVER

CORRECTION, IT’S JUST A “HAPPY
HALLOWEEN" CARD. WHO SENDS A
“HAPPY HALLOWEEN” CARDZ

PEOPLE RICH ENOUGH TO AFFORD
THE POSTAGE BECAUSE THEY HAVE
YET TO PAY US BACK FOR THEIR
DAUGHTER’S

COMIC CON
TICKETS.

Although I
still think
opposable
thumbs are
cheating.

I DONT TRUS
ANYTHING

Happily,

my classmates arent RENDERED.

gonna see it that wau.

THIS WELL-
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LOLA

ARE YOU WOKE, HARRY?
WHAT'S THAT?
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NOT EXACTLY SURE.
BUT THESE DAYS
YOU'RE SUPPOSED
TO BE WOKE.

5y 8 SUAEOPPALGIOZ

I'M BROKE.
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I WATCHED A TED
TALK YESTERDAY ABOUT
HOW IDIOTS DON'T
KNOW THEY ARE DUMB.

@SCOTTADAMSSAYS
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FOR THE SAKE OF
MY CAREER, T HOPE
YOU CHANGE THE
SUBJECT AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE.

DID YoOU
KNOW
IDIOTS
BELIEVE
THEY ARE
SMART?
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MoM CANT
My CANDY
DELIVERED?
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If yo

W're referring to me, the

f [ couldn’t, help overhearing,

\ mageuline form 1¢ “primo donno.”
P

‘ UL

Facebook.com/ BizarroComied
© 2018 BIZARRO STUpIog

MUTTS

Yow!
THAT HOUSE IS
SHPOOKY
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I8, BABY BUES PARIMER!
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50, 6H0ST, .. WHY HAVEN'T
Y0U MOVED ONT WHAT

KPEPS YOU IN THIS REAIMT
b T
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T HAVE ONFINGHED |
BINESs

BABY BLUES WIZARD OF ID
Nov 007 OW NEAW,T BET 8| AND 6O OFF TO COULEGE, RIGHT?
gr‘—) SUE COULD SKIP =\ ™ N Y )
THE NEXT 3l /70 Be UeLPRUL,
E\GUT GRATES 3 T ALREADN
TODAN. § PACKED Uee

Facebook.com/WizardOfld
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SERIO0SLY. T CAN'T CRO%S OVER WITH
THE 'FROZEN' THEME STUCK INANY HEAD

{00 POOK,
TORTURED S00L

Wizardofld.com
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ROSE IS ROSE

My SISTERP

ZITS
REMEMBER THAT TRIP IT WOULD HAVE BEEN
WE TOOK TO BUFFALO NOVEMBER 2005..
IN 2006 TO SEE BUT ITCOULDN'T HAVE
BEEN BECAUSE I STILL

HAD THE SILVER TAHCE....

MAYBE IT WAS
SPRING 2006...
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