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Three years later, a murder victim’s
parents are still hoping for answers

Beach was left

near the dunes

By ALYSSA EVANS
Chinook Observer

LONG BEACH, Wash.
— More than three years have
passed since the murder of Jef-
frey Beach.

His parents, Keith and Lau-
rie Beach, have been looking for
answers ever since. “When you
lose a child or a loved one, you
don’t just pick up and go on,”
Laurie Beach said. “The people
who know what happened don’t
realize the hell we’ve lived the
last three years.”

Beach, 36,
was killed on
July 3, 2015,
while in town
for a softball
tournament.
He was report-
edly assaulted
twice and left
near the dunes
by 120th
Place. He died of a traumatic
injury to his brain.

There are reports of Beach
getting into a fight the night of
his death. His parents say this
was somewhat unusual and sur-
prising because their son was
known as a peacemaker among
his family and friends.

“He was never in a fight, so
when we hear stories that there
was a confrontation on the
beach, it’s not consistent at all
with who he was,” Keith Beach
said.

Pacific County  Sheriff’s
Office Detective Ryan Tully was
on vacation at the time of the
murder, so the case was origi-
nally assigned to Deputy Sean
Eastham, who works the night
shift.

On July 31, 2015, Tully told
Keith Beach the case had been
reassigned to him.

“At that point we lost all
connection because the detec-
tive told me that we couldn’t
talk with him, that we had to
go directly to the sheriff,” Keith
Beach said.

Since the case’s reassign-
ment, Keith and Laurie Beach
typically have to reach out to
Sheriff Scott Johnson multi-
ple times before receiving a
response, Keith Beach said.
Johnson did not respond to inter-
view requests.

Shortly after the murder,
Keith Beach reached out to the
state attorney general’s office
to learn if there are resources to
help small counties solve cases.
He learned that the office helps
with the prosecution, not investi-
gation, of cases because counties
may have interlocal agreements
with surrounding counties. John-
son has told Keith Beach numer-
ous times that the sheriff’s office
has the case handled and doesn’t
need to bring in support from
other agencies, Keith Beach
said.

“We’re left in limbo,” Keith
Beach said. “We understand that
Pacific County is a small county
with limited resources to inves-
tigate a case like this. The sher-
iff has reminded me many times
over the past three years of bud-
get and manpower restraints
that make it more difficult to get
things done in a case like this.”

The sheriff’s office still con-
siders the case “active,” although
it’s not clear what that means.
The parents aren’t aware of
any plans to change the status
of their son’s case. They hav-
en’t received any information
about the autopsy and toxicol-
ogy reports.

Jeffrey
Beach

Accountability
Beach’s parents want to
make the people who hurt their
son accountable and bring clo-
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Keith and Debbie Beach came to town in 2016 to raise awareness of their son’s death in July
2015, and also to support a softball team made up of his friends, who came to play in his memory.

called ‘4 Beach, and returned to Long Beach to play in a
tournament in 2016 after his killing as a way to cope with
the death and honor their friend.
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Investigators say Jeffrey Beach, 36, was assaulted on a
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dune trail somewhere near 120th Place during the Fourth
of July weekend in 2015. He later died from his injuries.
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Tracy Benecke, a longtime friend of Jeffrey Beach, moves
in to hug Beach’s father, Keith Beach, pictured at left, af-
ter a comeback win during a softball tournament in Long

Beach in 2016.

sure for their family by under-
standing what happened.

“Every day the case remains
unsolved, we’re still reminded
that we’re victims as well,”
Keith Beach said. “I think that
gets lost in the shuffle.”

Multiple people have told
the parents they thought Beach’s
case was solved, Keith Beach
said.

The sheriff’s office has ques-
tioned people but never publicly
named any suspects or made
arrests. Some witnesses were
never contacted for follow-up
questioning, according to Keith
Beach.

“Our family was quite
involved in everything, so to be
in a situation where we don’t
know what happened is frustrat-
ing,” Laurie Beach said. “We
can’t get closure because of our
lack of having information.”
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A reward for information on
Beach’s murder rose to $36,000
in June after Beacon Plumbing
owner Bill Cahill contributed an
additional $25,000 to an exist-
ing $10,000 reward from the
parents and $1,000 from Crime
Stoppers.

“We were hoping that some-
body would step forward and be
able to give the sheriff’s office
enough to go on so we could
change the status of the case,
but so far that hasn’t happened,”
Keith Beach said.

Not the first
The loss of their son isn’t
the first Keith and Laurie Beach

have had to face. They lost their
17-year-old daughter, Jennifer,
in 1991 in automobile accident.
The family created the Jenni-
fer Beach Foundation in 2001.
The foundation serves victims
of child abuse and domestic vio-
lence in honor of Jennifer, who
wrote a poem about an abused
child she met and wanted to
help.

“When we lost our daugh-
ter, we still had a family,” Keith
Beach said.

“We want to do whatever we
can, which is very limited, in
honor of Jeff to make sure that,
No. 1, we do whatever we can to
help ensure that the hurtful peo-
ple are caught. But two, that we
don’t suffer in this nowhere-land
forever, because I don’t think
that’s what he would want.”

Jeff Beach loved baseball
and helping others.

“He was the kind of per-
son who would give you stuff
whether he needed it or not,”
his father said. “If he could help
somebody, he would, even if
it was detrimental to his own
well-being.”

One of Beach’s friends
named her daughter after him.
Another had her baby’s photos
taken with his baseball glove.

During a trip to San Fran-
cisco in 2014, Beach took a
photo gesturing at the intersec-
tion of Beach and Mason, in
honor of his friend, Mason. The
friend later took a trip to San
Francisco to replicate the photo
in Jeff’s honor, then combined
the two photos and showed them
to Keith and Laurie Beach.

Jeff Beach, who was never
a runner, helped a friend train
for a marathon, so she wouldn’t
be running alone at night. He
helped opposing players get
back on their feet during games.
He played catch with kids at the
RV park where he stayed during
his trip to Long Beach.

“Jeff was not the one who
told us a lot of this,” Laurie
Beach said. “When I would find
someone who would tell me,
‘Did you know Jeff had done
that?” and I would mention it
to Jeff, he would just shrug his
shoulders.”

Beach’s family and friends
traveled to Long Beach a year
after his death for a softball
game in his honor. After every
game, Jeff’s teammates honor
him with a cheer.

“I think Jeff would want us
to be in a place where we didn’t
have so many unknowns right
now,” Keith Beach said. “In
hopes of finding closure, we
hope that the sheriff’s office and
the prosecutor’s office would
use all the tools available to
them, which we don’t believe is
being done.”
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Supermajority
would have
to approve

By CLAIRE
WITHYCOMBE
Capital Bureau

SALEM — If you drive,
hunt, or run a business in
Oregon, you pay a fee to the
state for that privilege.

A measure on the state-
wide ballot in November
could make it harder for the
Legislature to increase those
fees.

Oregon imposes thou-
sands of fees on everything
from wastewater permits to
overnight camping in state
parks, and is expected to
round up about $1.5 billion
worth of them in the two-
year budget.

Many fees are tied to the
state’s commodity commis-
sions, which promote and
regulate certain crops like
blueberries and hazelnuts,
and licensing boards, which
oversee professions from
teaching to tattooing.

Creating or increasing
fees now only takes a major-
ity of legislators to say “yes.”

Supporters of Measure
104 say they want the state’s
constitution to require a
greater number of lawmak-
ers to approve fee changes.

If the measure passes,
three-fifths, or a supermajor-
ity, of lawmakers in the state
House and Senate would
have to vote “yes” to pass
fee changes.

That matters because the
current makeup of the Leg-
islature — where Democrats
are one seat shy of a super-
majority in each chamber —
means that bills subject to a
three-fifths voting require-
ment have to get some
Republican support to pass.

Supporters point to recent
efforts by Democratic law-
makers to create a carbon
pricing program as justi-
fication for changing the
constitution.

They say such legisla-
tion raises revenue but isn’t
technically considered a tax,
which requires 60 percent
approval by lawmakers in
the House and Senate.

“By calling it a fee instead
of a tax, they get around a
three-fifths majority,” said
Paul Rainey, who manages
the Yes on 104 campaign.

Measure 104 would
also impose stricter voting
requirements on bills that
change tax credits, exemp-
tions and deductions.

The campaign for the bal-
lot measure has received sig-
nificant backing from the
real estate industry, which is
eager to protect a tax deduc-
tion on mortgage interest
that saves Oregonians about
$500 million on their taxes
ayear.

And had Measure 104’s
provisions been in place ear-
lier this year, certain Ore-
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Measure 104
would make state
fee hikes harder

gon business owners may have
gotten a bigger tax break in the
wake of last year’s recent fed-
eral tax overhaul.

A majority of lawmakers
voted to disallow a 20 percent
income tax deduction for qual-
ifying business owners on the
state level, sparking a lawsuit
from state Sen. Brian Boquist,
R-Dallas, and state Sen. Herman
Baertschiger, R-Grants Pass.

Anthony Smith, state direc-
tor at the Oregon chapter of the
National Federation of Indepen-
dent Business, said that a non-
controversial fee increase likely
would pass even with a super-
majority requirement.

And Smith thinks such a
requirement will require legis-
lators to work together to reach
a consensus on the more contro-
versial fees, which he would see
as a positive change.

“More debate, more con-
sensus, more coalition building
is probably a good thing for the
state,” Smith said.

Meanwhile, state Sen. Mark
Hass, chairman of the Senate
Finance and Revenue Com-
mittee, opposes the measure
because he thinks tax policy
shouldn’t be written into the
constitution.

He said including fees in its
provisions could affect the over-
all budget process. Budget bills
often include fee increases.

“I think it’s not out of the
question, it could have an
effect,” Hass said. “Now you’re
giving decision-making on day-
to-day operations to a small
group of people, 12 to 13 peo-
ple, on a fee, whether it’s neces-
sary to a particular group or to
run a state agency.”

Hass, a Democrat from Bea-
verton in the Legislature since
2001, said fees have gotten
more controversial with the rise
of the fiscally conservative Tea
Party.

“There’s just certain people
who will vote against all fees,
no matter what,” Hass said,
“Even if the constituent group
requested the fee increase,
they’ll still vote against it.”

Revenue to fund state oper-
ations is harder to come by,
which means the state has been
more dependent sources such
as fees, said Legislative Fiscal
Officer Ken Rocco.

The Oregon Department of
Fish and Wildlife, for example,
got about 29 percent of its rev-
enues from license fees in the
2015-17 budget.

“I'think what people are more
apt to question is, how often do
you raise fees?” Rocco said.
“And how big is the increase?
And how is it justifiable, what
are you doing differently that
would require you to generate
more money from fees?”

The Capital Bureau is a col-
laboration between EO Media
Group, Pamplin Media Group
and Salem Reporter.
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