6A

FEATURES

THE DAILY ASTORIAN « THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2018

Honing your skills to pay bills

Dear Annie: 1 wish I had lis-
tened to my mom when she told
me to go to college. I was 18 and
didn’t want to do it. I really liked
working with machines, so I got a
job doing that. Also, not everybody
went to college back then. Five
years later, my girlfriend
got pregnant, and I stayed
at the same job because |
made pretty good money
and the company had fam-
ily medical plans. Now
I’'m 40 years old, and we
have three kids. We need
more money, but my com-
pany can’t give me more.

I’m really good at my
job, but I don’t have as
many different skills as
people who went to trade school
or went to school for engineer-
ing. Looking for another job has
been hard, and I feel that people
who have less experience than I
do have gotten the jobs because
they have special degrees. So it’s
a weird situation. Do I keep going
with the job that pays less? Go
back to school to get a degree? 1
would have to get loans, and that
doesn’t seem smart because we
have a mortgage, cars and all that.
What do you think? — Better Late
Than Never?

FRANK AND ERNEST

DEAR

Annie Lane

Creators
Syndicate Inc.

Dear Better Late Than Never:
I am always for getting more educa-
tion — but it doesn’t have to mean
quitting your job. See what skills
are most in demand in your field
and what corresponding course-
work could help you develop those
skills. You may not need
to get a whole degree to
earn higher pay. You may
just need a certificate. I’d
also encourage you to look
into getting the most out of
your current skill set — for
example, by doing free-
lance work on the side.

Dear Annie: [ would
like to offer some sug-
gestions to “Desperate in
Delaware” and to others
who are having difficulties deal-
ing with their children’s frustrating
behaviors. As a psychologist, [ have
found that positive reinforcement
always works better than negative.
Parents can take control again with-
out screaming. The following token
economy is an effective system:

Children are told that they will
receive a chip when they behave. The
chips can be turned in for rewards. If
they are misbehaving, they are told
that they will get a chip if they stop
the behavior. The children are told
ahead of time what behaviors will

earn chips. If they continue to mis-
behave, they should get a timeout.

This is the tried-and-true method
of behavior management, and it
prevents some very nasty interac-
tions between parents and children.
— Vermont Psychologist

Dear Vermont Psychologist: [
appreciate your expert insights, and
I agree that a token economy is a
really effective and positive method
of establishing good behavior in
children. Thanks for writing,

Dear Annie: 1 would like to
respond to the woman who is upset
about people’s use of her surname.
My family name also is Gross.
There are thousands of other peo-
ple with that last name. This is a
German name, and I tell people it
means great, but it also can be used
to mean large, many, impressive,
grand and several other things.

It is not possible to change the
English language on your own, so
the best thing to do is to change
your attitude and turn a bad situa-
tion into something good. Once you
learn a bit about your ancestral her-
itage and learn the real meaning of
the word, you will be proud to hold
your head high and say to yourself,
“l am great.” — Proud Gross

Dear Proud Gross: Your atti-
tude is contagious. Thank you.

BLONDIE

TOMORROW'’S HOROSCOPE

By Holiday Mathis, Creators Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). There’s a standard How can | maximize this day’s potential for

cost for one kind of work and quite another enjoyment?

cost for work that includes anything custom, SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Spend an hour
sgpgr—qwck C?r inany way unpleasant. Because early in the day handling all those small details
this is only fair, you'll either pay or be paid more that have been bugging you. It will keep your
today. mind from flitting around to unfinished tasks later
TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Dealing with peo- in the day when you'll really need to concentrate.

ple V\./illlbe a forte of yours today and you'll enjoy SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Because you
it This is what makes you a great manager do what it takes to get the favorable outcome,

— of others, and also of your own playful spirit, people who understand power dynarmics wil
which sometimes needs a little reigning in to be finger you as the leader whether or not you
efiective. actually have the title.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). In order to suround = APRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Youand a
yoursef with the right people, you must first certain someone share a language that, when
understand your own strengths and weakness-  en hetween you, creates a series of mental
es. Then you'll know who can fillin where you and emotional shortcuts that outsiders won't be-
need help, and whom you can serve with your i 4 ynderstand. Cherish this. Its super special.

strength.

, AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Oddly, youll let
CANCER (June 22~July 22). Theres nota go of the controls and then things start to hap-
single area of life that isn't improved today by pen for you. This is partly because you set things
your clear vision of what it should be. People up so well in eariier stages, and partly because

understand your expectations. You'll give them kev people feel freer to perform once vou take a
feedback as to how everyone is doing and what fevz gtepz back. pa ¥

s nexto come. PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). What h
, . 19-March 20). What happens
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Youd rather nothave 1o 45y vl definitely help you hone your critical

figure out the complexities of a nuanced political ability to recognize the difference between
situation before you roll up your sleeves and get superb, mediocre and shoddy work. Mastering

fo work. The best scenario is one in which the this will ensure you continue to gravitate toward
talking points are the same as the doing points. excellence

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You're someone TOMORROW’S BIRTHDAY (Sept. 28). Your
that others consider to be @ good and caring optimism will prove warranted; magnificent
person. Don't underestimate the value in this. It's things are starting to happen for you, the first

a detail that, on paper, may seem insignificantor i it \hich will come with a new arrangement
cliche, but is, in actuality, is all that really matters. you make in the next five weeks. More high-
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). While most people lights: money in the mail, confessions of love you
open their eyes in the morning recalling what longed to hear and perfect timing for the sale of
they must do, you'll take a different approach a large item. Cancer and Sagittarius adore you.
today. You'll think, what fun can | get into? Your lucky numbers are: 22, 9, 37, 10 and 16.
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wishes to spend some || with Phoebe, but even if Mine is the finest loudly share with the NO WONPER
time alone.I will find she is GOOD company, company. entire forest. I LIKE TO LIVE
other ways of amusing || surely my OWN company W P PEOPLE CRINGE
£ o | is the best company! ™ (@) LIFE ouTsIDE THE
< AT THE CcomiCc
LINES. PAGES.

having a
moment

M here, Gary. JohnHartStudios.com
LOLA DILBERT
T THUMP THUMP DA i
THUMP DA TED SAYS YOU 8 BUT WE DON'T
THUMP THUMP P yors WW me THUMPA THUMP! CALLED HIM A LIAR. £ TED'S HAVE A j: DID TED YES.
THUMP THY THUMP DA THUMP I NEED A BASS OUR POLICY FORBIDS | |£| LVYING POLICY = TELL YOU |
PLAYER OVER HERE! DISRESPECTING YOUR| |g i
A THUMP THUMP |- ] ABOUT il THAT?
: CO—UJORKERS. OKAY?  LYING. 3 OH..
z o
: qE i

©Trust fbo Ida Hart uwo John Hart. All rights reserved

Dist. by Creators \H

«

BIZARRO

©2018 Ma2Y (Awron”

ITS OuR
MARRTAGE

Your dog 1en’t;
re¢ponding becaude thid
i¢ a ckunk whigtle,
NN

NN
NN
\\3\\\\&&\\\ S
\\:\Q\\\\\ N

R AN
AR
NOSSNN

Dist. 19 King Features N N\
BIZARRO.COM NN N

Facebook.com/ BizarroComied X
©@2018 BIZARRO ST0PI08 \ NI Y N

SIX CHIX ©2018 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

MUTTS

FORECAST

NON SEQUITUR

HEY..6NS HERE SONE IMPORTANT OLD

TUKT TRUTH IGNT Il GON WRO'S ON TN A NORLD WS REPLLN &
GOOD NEWS WITH TEV'C‘,”LE._R’S‘ES ﬁss TRUTH ANNORE Lo, 50 (T MUST BE | TRAGICALLY || ATRRGEDY
TODAY’S WEATHER BE RISING TRUE...DONoU KNOW | CAUGHT P

/

AVTYS ©2018 TSk MKDouE] - DISTRIBUTED 8Y Kl FEATIRES SWORATE

o5 snnw

THAT THE NeAW 1T

._ DR RE BB R BB B S 8RR 127 AA?Q‘%&@\&E;MZ?QWLNDN GOCOME, (o N\M(&\QN—\PKUET
BABY BLUES
HOW DD ZTOB'S
CHESS LESson 60? @M@@%&Q OKAY, VETS GiVE
@

.

K otvapins & SComm—

(7015, BATS BIVES PBRTNEASHIP DIST, B NG FEATUAES SYNICATE 921

& 7
¢
bz -
7
i)

9.27-18

Wizardofld.com

&

PRACE A CHANCE. ..

iership. Dist by King Features

©2018 Z1TS Part

PALE]
HOU KNOW THAT MEDIEVAL- | | WELL, ITTURNS OUT THAT ARRE = Ldeiane ~
' ) % Mt MIMNIKaNTO '\\\§\\\\ \ { \\
THEMED RESTAURANT ONE OF W PATIENTS Where Ted A/ 7/ /| | \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\§\\ At %\\\i\\\@&&\\ SOV IPaS g\\§
I MENTIONED P MOM 1S A PARTONNER. 0 WWEN \ Vi oz \\‘ e e | $ti“'A X/

3

1A “\\\'\\( )/
YN m&\%\“ @

\) s’
AR

AR

N

=<3
S S——

& N
\\‘\N\\»\\\\\\\}» =P

e LG




