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Difficulty for grandparents

Dear Annie: | am an outlaw!
That is to say, I am the stepmother
and stepgrandmother to my hus-
band’s children and grandchildren.
I’ve been in this position for more
than 15 years. For a long time, I
was expected by my husband to
say nothing even remotely
negative about one of his
daughters-in-law, “Beth,”
and his son “Bill” — even
in the privacy of our own
home. I know that his fam-
ily is to be his responsibil-
ity and mine is to be mine,
so I have always done as he
has asked, even though it
has meant that [ have sup-
pressed a lot over 15 years.

All of that business with
Beth and Bill came to a halt about
two years ago, when Beth ver-
bally attacked my husband in pub-
lic in front of his grandchildren. She
called him vile curse words while he
stood there in shocked silence. What
horrible atrocity had he committed
to warrant such behavior? He had
given one of the grandchildren an
over-the-counter fiber supplement
while we were baby-sitting.

As arepercussion for his actions,
he was unable to see or talk to his
grandchildren for a year. They com-
municate only through my hus-
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band’s ex-wife, Bill’s mother, and
do everything in their power to make
it difficult for him to see his grand-
children. They live several hours
away from us, which makes things
difficult in and of itself. Frankly, we
don’t know what to do at this point.
We mainly just want to
maintain contact with the
grandchildren. My hus-
band continues to try to use
all forms of contact possi-
ble to remain in the grand-
children’s lives, including
sending birthday and holi-
day money to them.

Trying to grandparent
these children has been a
nightmare since day one
because of Beth’s need
to control everything. Needless to
say, I no longer let him pick up the
grandkids alone. I can now give my
opinion openly on the entire mat-
ter and can communicate with them
should the occasion arise. | am tired
of seeing my husband bullied, mis-
treated and disrespected. He is a
great grandfather and husband. We
are honest, hardworking, God-fear-
ing people, and this should just not
be happening.

Family counseling is out of the
question because of the distance
and lack of communication. Where

did we go wrong? Any other advice
from you or others that might help
us? — Qutlaw on the Loose

Dear Outlaw: For an outlaw,
you seem very much like an in-law.
You say that family counseling is
out of the question, but what about
personal counseling? If you have 15
years of pent-up thoughts about your
stepchildren and your stepgrand-
children, you should talk to some-
one about those feelings. Harbor-
ing negative feelings for that long is
never good for anyone. In addition,
it might help you to be more sympa-
thetic to your husband’s perspective
regarding his children.

Although it may seem like a
small thing, a grandparent — or a
parent, for that matter — should not
give children over-the-counter med-
ication without consulting a pedi-
atrician. You say that you no lon-
ger let your husband pick up the
grandkids alone because you are
sick of seeing him bullied and mis-
treated, but you have to ask yourself
whether you are treating him like a
child. T think the two of you could
benefit from counseling and com-
munication. Even if Bill and Beth
don’t come around, there is a good
chance that your grandchildren will
appreciate all your efforts when they
get older. Keep trying.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). You appreciate

people for who they are and don' require them
to be like you in order to understand them. It's
that difference that keeps both parties interested

and connected, as you fill in one another’s
blanks.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You know what you
have to do to bring harmony to your world, but
you may not feel ready to do it. Forgiveness and
detachment aren' the easiest things for you, but
once you let something go, it will never bother

you again.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Sometimes life puts
you in a position of having to fake it until you get
the hang of the role and it becomes who you
really are. But there are certain things that will
just never be you. Give those up. Faking too long

is bad for you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). When you don't
want the fun to end, maybe it's a sign that youre
not getting enough of it in general. Pinpoint what

makes a particular experience so enjoyable.

There's a way of working more of that feeling into

your daily life.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Having to be right all of
the time eats up a lot of energy and it's socially

repellent to boot, as people are annoyed by

invulnerable individuals who seem to have it all
figured out. Expect mistakes. Love them even.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). When you'e living
in the spirit of possibility, it's never too late and
there’s no such thing as being regretful. So keep
that beautiful hopeful attitude of yours alive. The

world needs it.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Outer order, inner
calm is the motto of the day. An effort to get your
surroundings into a clean and logical arrange-
ment will serve to clear your mind and get you

ready to prevail in the challenges to come.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Responsibility is
the way to happiness. It sure doesn't look like the
way, but it is. Today this will have to do with mak-
ing something right. As soon as you realize that
a mistake has been made, handle and resolve it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It might feel
unnatural for you to celebrate who you are and
what you have to offer, but it's the best thing you
can do for everyone around you. When you
enjoy your uniqueness, you're a gift to everyone
around you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You deserve
love and attention and sometimes crave it
without even realizing it. Better to tune in, ask
yourself how you're doing and what you need,
than to risk subconsciously making things about
you that shouldn't be.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Why do people
test the boundaries of a relationship? Because
we all need to feel powerful and free. Also, we
often don't know where the boundaries are until
we brush against them.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You didn't seek
approval, but you got it anyway. Of course that's
satisfying, but be careful because it's also addic-
tive. Derive too much pleasure from the approval
of others and you could accidentally become
reliant on it.

TOMORROW’S BIRTHDAY (Sept. 25). In
short, it's your year to do things better, smarter
and faster. Your obsession with handling the daily
stuff with more grace and efficiency will allow you
to expand your life by adding interest, income
and new relationships. More highlights include:
being trusted with a treasure and a showcase
for your talent. Cancer and Virgo adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 30, 1, 12, 18 and 6.
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THEY AREN'T
GETTING DUMBER.

YOU'RE JUST GETTING
TO KNOW THEM BETTER.

IT LOOKS THE SAME.
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