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Much of the push behind 
community choice aggregation 
is to develop greener energy 
sources. Pacific Power, which 
provides electricity to most 
of Clatsop County, generates 
nearly 62 percent of its energy 
from coal, along with 15.4 per-
cent from natural gas, 7.1 per-
cent from wind, 5.2 percent 
from hydropower, 0.4 percent 
from biomass and less than 0.1 
percent from solar. Oregon’s 
Renewable Portfolio Standard 
calls for 50 percent of energy 
from renewables by 2040.

Skeahan argues that local 
choice would also allow for 
more local generation and 
storage projects that can help 
increase resiliency in the wake 
of a large earthquake dam-
aging utility infrastructure. 
The association also feels like 
investor-owned utilities have 
unreasonably pushed back 
against smaller, community 
based power resources, he 
said. “PacifiCorp, in particular, 
seems to be pretty focused on 
developing resources in states 
other than Oregon.”

The majority of Pacific 
Power’s coal and natural gas 
facilities, along with the major-
ity of sales, are in the Moun-
tain West region. The utility’s 
hydropower and renewable 

generation is predominately in 
Oregon and Washington.

Skeahan expects to have a 
draft of the proposed bill by the 
end of the month.

“We think there will be 
sponsors,” he said. “Those 
conversations are already 
beginning.”

Skeahan and others advo-
cating for the legislation expect 
pushback from utilities like 
PacifiCorp and Portland Gen-
eral Electric. NV Energy, a 

utility company controlled by 
billionaire Warren Buffett’s 
Berkshire Hathaway Energy 
Co. which provides the major-
ity of Nevada’s electricity, has 
threatened to pull out of the 
state if the energy choice legis-
lation passes. PacifiCorp is also 
a subsidiary of Buffett’s Berk-
shire Hathaway Energy Co.

Bob Gravely, a spokesman 
for PacifiCorp, said the util-
ity needs to know more about 
what advocates are propos-

ing in Oregon. He cautioned, 
though, that customers going 
with community choice aggre-
gation could lose energy effi-
ciency initiatives through the 
Energy Trust of Oregon, and 
that the new aggregators would 
not be able to tap into the fed-
eral Bonneville Power Admin-
istration like other utilities and 
districts.

The Local Energy Aggre-
gation Network, a nonprofit 
focused on expanding commu-

nity choice aggregation nation-
wide, is assisting in the cam-
paign to begin legislation in 
Oregon. Shawn Marshall, the 
executive director of the net-
work, helped found California 
electricity buyer Marin Clean 
Energy, covering an area north 
of San Francisco that split from 
Pacific Gas & Electric. Around 
2 million customers in Cal-
ifornia are part of a govern-
ment-affiliated aggregator.

“For California programs, 

all CCAs have offered rates 
that are below the incum-
bent utility,” she said. “Marin 
Clean Energy has been going 
eight years. They’ve been able 
to keep rates below PG&E 75 
percent of the time.”

Whether aggregators are 
less expensive has been largely 
dependent on the exit fees they 
pay to utilities for lost custom-
ers. Marin Clean Energy cus-
tomers now pay PG&E an exit 
fee equal to 3 cents per kilo-
watt hour of energy. Utilities in 
California have argued the exit 
fees are too low, while aggre-
gators have argued they are too 
onerous.

“In all cases, the utility and 
the remaining bundled cus-
tomers have been kept whole,” 
Marshall said.

Alan Hickenbottom, the 
energy network’s project man-
ager in Oregon, said exit fees 
will be as controversial as a 
community choice aggregation 
bill itself, but that those issues 
are being worked out in other 
states.

“This is not an anti-utility 
effort. This is not anti-Pacif-
iCorp, anti-PG&E,” he said. 
“For me, it’s much more about 
the realignment of the regu-
latory environment to reflect 
today’s reality, in both technol-
ogy and what people want and 
what they need.”

Choice: ‘This is not an anti-utility effort’
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than 150 pounds in one year. 
Hoping to inspire others with 
her own journey, she became 
a personal trainer in Portland. 

After 10 years, Foster 
yearned to return to her Can-
non Beach roots. But the lack 
of affordable housing and 
fitness facilities made her 
hesitate. 

“I never saw a good way to 
live and be active with these 

harsh winters,” she said. “I’m 
someone that kind of has to be 
set up for success.” 

But by “some miracle of 
the universe,” a cabin in Can-
non Beach became available 
earlier this year. 

“I never dreamed of being 
able to have a home in Can-
non Beach,” she said. 

After settling in a couple 
of months ago, she decided 
the time was right to pur-
sue her dream of opening her 

own personal training studio. 
Her good luck followed her, 
as a garage that usually has 
a yearslong waitlist opened 
soon after her move. 

“It’s like the universe put it 
in my lap,” she said. 

Now her dream — Lala’s 
Life Garden Training Stu-

dio — has been a reality 
since early September. Her 
ideal clientele is diverse, so 
far ranging from 20-year-old 
guys to 50-year-old women. 

Her business is for anyone 
with the desire to live a health-
ier, better life — whether that 
means losing 150 pounds like 

she did 10 years ago, or just 
working out so walking up a 
flight of stairs doesn’t seem so 
difficult. 

“For me, I love doing this 
because I felt the chance in 
my own life,” she said. “It’s 
like a light that starts shin-
ing inside of you. My goal is 

have that light grow in other 
people.”

Foster: Her clientele ranges from 20-year-old guys to 50-year-old women
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New legislation could offer local choice in electricity. 
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Huth Pipe Bender, which includes exhaust, 
bending machines, and accessories. 
Vending machine & air compressors.

PUTMAN’S PRO-LUBE

IN WARRENTON

IS CLOSING IT’S DOORS!

Equipment, tools, &
furniture for sale

969 Marlin Ave., Warrenton, OR

September 28th • 9am-2pm

September 29th • 9am-1pm

Everything must go!

552 Commercial Street Astoria      (503) 325-9115

RESOLUTION SERVICES

Christy Shoop
Paperwork

Brian G. Kulhanjian
Mediation

A division of Stahancyk, Kent & Hook

Divorce need not 

be expensive. 

We help you 

get the paperwork 

right and provide 

mediation to help 

you divide 

your assets.

SUB-BIDS
REQUESTED

Seaside School 

District

New Middle/High 

Schools 

Seaside, Oregon 

Bid Package: #4 

All Other Work

Bids Due: 

Oct 4th, 2018 2:00pm 

Bid Documents: 

www.hoffmancorp.com/

subcontractors 

805 SW Broadway, Suite 2100

Portland, OR 97205

Phone (503) 221-8811

Bid Fax (503) 221-8888

BIDS@hoffmancorp.com

Hoffman is an equal opportunity employer  

and requests sub-bids from all interested  

firms including disadvantaged, minority,  
women, disabled veterans and emerging  

small-business enterprises

OR CCB#28417/LIC HOFFMCC164NC

Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods • Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson • 360-269-2500

WANTED


