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Giving your pet cat a pill

Dear Annie: Many years ago, my
cat-loving sister clipped out an Ann
Landers column called “How to Give
Your Cat a Pill.” She lost it during
a move, and I’d love to surprise her
with a new one. Could you please let
me know where I might be able to
find that? — Cat Aunt

Dear Cat Aunt: I'd
be delighted to reprint this
hilarious piece. As someone
who’s had cats all her life,
I can attest to its accuracy.
(This should go without say-
ing, but I'll say it anyway:
This is purely intended as
humor.)

“How to Give Your Cat a
Pill,” by Bob Story

Pick cat up and cradle
it in the crook of your left arm as
though holding a baby. Position right
forefinger and thumb on either side of
cat’s mouth, and gently apply pres-
sure to his cheeks. When cat opens
up, pop pill into mouth. Cat will then
close mouth and swallow.

Retrieve pill from floor and cat
from behind sofa. Repeat the process.

Retrieve cat from bedroom, and
throw soggy pill away.

Kneel on floor with cat wedged
firmly between knees, immobilizing
front and rear paws. Ask assistant to
hold cat’s head firmly with one hand
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while forcing wooden ruler into cat’s
throat. Flick pill down ruler with fore-
finger, and rub cat’s throat vigorously.

Retrieve cat from living-room
curtain valance.

Carefully sweep shattered figu-
rines from hearth, and set aside for
later gluing. Remove next
pill from foil wrap.

Wrap cat in beach towel,
and ask assistant to lie prone
on cat with cat’s head visi-
ble under assistant’s armpit.
Put pill in end of paper tube
you’ve made for this pur-
pose. Then force cat’s mouth
open with pencil, and blow.

Check label to make sure
pill is not lethal to humans.
Sip water to take taste away.
Apply bandage to assistant’s forearm,
and remove blood from carpet with
soap and cold water.

Call 911, and ask fire department
to retrieve cat from eucalyptus tree.
Remove remaining pill from foil
wrap. Tie cat’s front paws to rear paws
with garden twine, and securely tie to
leg of dining table. Put on heavy-duty
pruning gloves. Force cat’s mouth
open with tire iron. Drop pill, previ-
ously hidden in 1 ounce of raw ham-
burger, into cat’s mouth. Hold head
vertically with nose pointed to ceil-
ing, and pour one-half pint of water

down cat’s throat, and two jiggers of
whiskey down your own.

Ask assistant to drive you to emer-
gency room. Sit quietly while doctor
administers anesthetic, stitches fore-
arm and removes pill remnants from
eye. Drop off cat, along with a gen-
erous donation, at animal shelter, and
adopt a goldfish.

Dear Annie: [ agree with your
response to “Wife of ‘Bud,” Who Is
Really Joseph, in Kentucky,” who is
frustrated with people’s use of nick-
names. Many years ago while trav-
eling in Sweden, I asked our tour
guide, “What is the name of this
church?” He answered with an old
Swedish proverb: “Kart barn har
manga namn” (“A beloved child has
many names”). It so delighted me
— because our family has always
bestowed nicknames on loved ones,
both family and friends — that I
came home and made a calligraphed
piece for my teenage daughter, who
had often squirmed at the many nick-
names we called her in front of her
friends. We always call nicknames
“love names” in our family. — Pam
the Calligrapher

Dear Pam: Your letter put a big
smile on my face. Thank you for shar-
ing that beautiful proverb. Perhaps it
will help the nicknamed squirm a lit-
tle less.

BLONDIE
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). People are so
complex that they often don't even know
their own reasons for taking a certain ac-
tion. Introspection only captures but the tiny
fraction of a thought process. So go easy
on yourself. You had your reasons.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). If you haven't
decided what goals to set for yourself, dont
rush. Your sincere desire to be useful and
helpful will propel you forward better than
any other ambition would.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You'll be reas-
sessing what matters to you. It's almost as
if your priorities come up for review when
the sun is about to change signs, and today
you'll be reassessing what matters to you in
order to better plan your future.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Staying
healthy is about prevention, eating right,
sleeping long and being happy. Later you'll
be glad you put today’s energy toward
creating better habits around self-care.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The zoom function
of your mind is touchy, and you'll have to
check yourself to keep from getting too an-
alytical. Every action counts for something,
but no actions count for everything. Hope-
fully, that takes some of the pressure off.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). A surge of in-
ner determination will be your lovely parting
gift as the sun prepares to leave your part
of the sky. You'll push forward, no hesitation,
and face life head-on.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The best way to
handle compliments is to turn them around,
flattering the kindness and observation of
the giver. These and other niceties are old
hat to you. The cosmic attention coming

your way will activate your social grace.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You'll make
the first call, and you'll also be the one to
repeat call when the other person isn't
calling you back. That doesn’t make you
less powerful; it makes you more in control
of the relationship’s destiny.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). People
from the past will figure in and you'll find out
what they’re up to. You'll also note what's
changed — your entire self-concept, for
starters. Because you see yourself in a new
light, the world does, too.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Gather
more information to satisfy your curiosity or
to help yourself understand a situation bet-
ter, but don’t worry about passing judgment.
This one is not for you to decide.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Unfor-
tunately, just because it’s called a game
doesn't automatically make it fun. But the
players can make up the difference today,
so invite your favorite people to join you in
this “game”

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You have a
talent for relating to those whose education
and culture is different from your own and
this will come in handy today as your life is
enhanced by connecting with those from
other walks of life.

TOMORROW’S BIRTHDAY (Sept. 21).
You'll perform tremendous feats in May.
Your devotion brings someone up. A team
will help you achieve a personal goal in July.
It's the extra action steps you take in August
that will net you new fans and customers.
Taurus and Pisces adore you. Your lucky
numbers are: 4, 44, 37,9, and 50.
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