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coordinator for the Cannon 
Beach History Center & 
Museum, which sponsors 
the tour. “People will get a 
taste of what it’s like to live 
in Cannon Beach. The hous-
es range from small cottages 
— the smallest is 432 square 
feet — to dream homes.”

Although the homes on 
the tour are kept secret until 
the tour day, Johnson did 
reveal one home, which, she 
said, has had a “lot of love 
put into it.”

Homeowners Karen and 
Krista Tye agree. Although 
their home on Hemlock 
Street and Elliot Way started 
out as a small cottage built 
by local lumberyard owner 
Harvey Willis, it became an 
adult foster home for several 
years. It was enlarged to 
include four bedrooms and 
four bathrooms — all on one 
level. Eventually it became a 
single-family home again.

“So many people have 
stopped and had parents live 

here and tell us wonderful sto-
ries,” Karen said. “The house 
is just full of good juju.”

“There was a lot of joy as 
an adult foster home,” Krista 
said. “Over the past years, we 
have had five people stop by 
and become very emotional 
with joy because their (rela-

tives) lived here.”
“The (home) should be 

called ‘love,’” Karen added.
Before its foster care days, 

the home was purchased in 
1963 by Marie Marshall, a 
Cannon Beach postmaster for 
25 years. She lived in the cot-
tage until her death in 1993.

‘A lot of light’
Karen and daughter Krista 

bought the home in 2014. 
“This house has a lot of 
light,” Krista said.

They put their own touch-
es on the home by removing 
a wall between the kitchen 
and living room, creating 
open shelving in the kitchen, 
enlarging the bookshelves 
that flank the fireplace and 
adding a deck and fence out-
side. However, they kept the 
chicken “condo” in the yard 
that the previous owner built, 
and they tend two chickens.

A giant hedge surround-
ing the house keeps the 
home and yard peaceful 
even though the home sits 
on a busy street. A “Buddha 
garden” in front of the house 
invites relaxing moments of 
meditation.

Many visitors arrive at 
the house unexpectedly, 
the women said. Marshall’s 
grandson once walked 

through the home, recalling 
the time he spent as a child 
there.

“There’s an archway in 
the hedge on Elliot, and two 
little girls came peeking 
through,” Karen recalled. 
“They asked, ‘Is this where 
the fairies live?’”

They don’t mind being 
surrounded by visiting beach-
goers.

“There’s a lot of parking 
around our house, and we 
love it, because people work 
so hard to come to the beach 
for a day,” Krista said. “To 
hear those happy voices 
when they get out of the car 
and they’re unloading sand 
pails and dogs and coolers, 

and they’re so excited about 
going to the beach — it’s 
absolute joy.”

“I think it’s really import-
ant that we share this town,” 
Krista added. “We’re very 
lucky to live here, and I think 
it’s important to remember 
that we get it all the time, and 
these people get it for one 
day.”

Although their home will 
be on the tour, the women 
won’t be there. Instead, 
they will be looking at the 
other tour homes. But Karen 
admitted she will be curious 
about what visitors will say 
about their home.

“I wish I could be a spot 
on the wall,” she said.
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An ocean-themed mobile found in Lincoln City by Karen and Krista Tye hangs in their covered sunporch 
in Cannon Beach. Created by Bandon artist Alex Linke, the ‘Salt Traffic’ mobile combines fish and ships.
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A covered sunporch attached to the Hemlock Street home 
owned by Karen and Krista Tye gathers sunlight. Two bed-
rooms were built just off the sunporch when the home be-
came an adult foster home for several years.
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Former Cannon Beach postmaster Marie Marshall (in the white 
coat and scarf) joins others in a boat during a flood in the 1960s. 
Marshall lived in a house on this year’s Cottage & Garden Tour, 
sponsored by the Cannon Beach History Center & Museum. 
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