wezis REGATTA HISTORY

storia Regatta started in
1894. It is the oldest
celebration in Oregon's
oldest city, which make it
the oldest celebration in the
state. This year will mark the 124th
anniversary of the start of the Astoria
Regatta. What began as a casual remark
between two Astorians soon became a
way for the community to celebrate the
return of Astoria fishermen from Alaska
aboard boats filled with salted fish.
Rapidly, the annual celebration of the
community blossomed into the one of the
premier boat contests on the West Coast.
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The 1894 Astoria was a cultural

hodgepodge comprised of Native

Americans, Scandanavian, Chinese and the usual polyglot of American/Europeans. Early pictures of Regatta
show elaborate festivities amidst the thriving downtown that was built over the river on wooden planks, with
both a Boat Parade as well as a Land Parade, During WWI and following the devasting fire which destroyed
downtown Astoria in 1921, Regatta was suspended. It was reborn in 1931 and was suspended again in WWII.

In 1948 it began again, complete with many of the boat races, but now focused on the then Famous Salmon
Derby. Thousands of sport fishermen would take to the river, with cash prizes awarded to the largest fish over
a three day period. Oregon Fish & Wildlife regulations curtailed the Derby by the late 1960's. Astoria's history
has always centered on the Columbia River. From Native Americans to the great navigators and explorers of
the 1700 and 1800's, through to our moderen era, Astoria has been populated and tied to the endless stream
of fishermen, U.S. Navy sailors and Coast Guardmen. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers survey vessels have
served at the mouth of the Columbia River since the 1800's, providing vital data to the bar pilots who guide
ships safely to and from the Pacific Ocean. Maritime merchants from three masted clipper ships to sleek new
freighters, and countless pleasure and sport craft. Not a day goes by, and rarely an hour, that there is not
activity on Astoria's waterfront. It truly is one of the great byways of the world.
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Rent-to-own & Retail Sales
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120 Days Same as Cash
) Open 7 Days a Week
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Free Delivery
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RORTWAY/TAVERN|

OPEN 7 DAYS » 21+ OVER
LUNCH & DINNER
e Large Variety of Wines &
Cocktails
e Domestic & Imported Brews
Sandwiches, Soups & Salads
Great Fish and Chips

Astoria’s Best Charbroiled
Burger

Succulent Steaks
422 West Marine Dr., Astoria

li 503-325-2651
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éliop locally where your
/hm{[s/hl/\f’ is still worth sompt/)ma
and customer service

is everything:
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1033 Commercial Street
503-325-5620
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qup -ya[uhgen yeme[erg Original fine art of and from the Northwest

in conjunction with Jewelers of America, supplier —
of the Regatta Crown for over 40 YEARS

Show your Regatta Pin tor

10%
; OFF

Don’t have one, get your
% Regatta Pin from us! v

‘ll)e&:ame Vis itau - Frank & Judy

Oregon Sunstone (State Gemstone) ® Local Charms

Y oop-FJacobsen Jewelers

1360 Commercial ¢ (503) 325-6181

240 11th St Astoria 503 468 0620

Gallery
imogengallery.com

Complete Facilities for Banquets,
Meetings & Receptions

Gift Shop

OPEN/}7.DAYS

WE'RE EXCITED
TO BE ON BOARD
FOR ANOTHER
GREAT REGATTA.

Always proud to support this Astoria tradition.

The Regatta is one of our favorite events of the year. So whether you're enjoying the
land parade, the sailboat race or anything in between, we hope you have a great time.
See how good your relationship with a bank can be at ColumbiaBank.com.

(%) ColumbiaBank

Member FDIC 2 Equal Housing Lender WHERE RELATIONSHIPS RULE




