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KNUTSEN 

[KƏ•NÜT•SƏN]
noun

1. Knutsen Insurance: a 
local, independent insur-
ance agency with offices in 
both Astoria and Gearhart. 
Founded in 1919 by Martin 
Knutsen, Knutsen Insurance 
has been doing business on 
the North Coast for more 
than 90 years and employs 
about a dozen agents in each 
of their offices focusing on 
both personal and commer-
cial insurance through a 
variety of large insurance 
carriers.

2. Knutsen Stringed 
Instruments: brand of Chris 
J. Knutsen, a Norwegian 
emigrant who first settled in 
Port Townsend, Wash., and 
made unique stringed instru-
ments around the turn of the 
20th century, including harp 
guitars, Hawaiian guitars 
and mandolins. One of his 
harp guitars is on display in 
the music room of the Flavel 

House in downtown Astoria.

Origin
Knutsen is one of many 

variations of the Scandina-
vian surname also spelled 
as Knutson, Knudson, 
Knudsen, etc. It follows the 
Scandinavian tradition of 
patronymic surnames and is 
derived from the personal 
name “Knud” and literally 
mean’s “Knud’s son,” and 
would refer to a parent or 
ancestor. While the name 

is found all over Scandina-
via, it is most common in 
Norway.

“Ross Knutsen of Knut-
sen Insurance completed 
a 30-week course, adding 
to his skills in general and 
in commercial insurance 
specifically.

Knutsen finished Liberty 
Mutual’s comprehensive 
Accredited Adviser in Insur-
ance course in August. He 
handles personal insurance 
and completed the course to 

help make the transition to 
commercial insurance.”

— “Ross Knutsen adds to 
insurance credentials,” Coast 
River Business Journal, Jan. 
7, 2015, www.dailyastorian.
com

“It is also a fact that Chris 
changed his name from 
Johan Christian Cammon 
to Chris J. Knutsen in 1888  
…  Though Chris dropped 
Cammon as his surname, 
his choice of Knutsen, his 
paternal grandfather’s pat-
ronymic, was still a family 
name …

At the time Chris chose 
to change his name, he was 
now newly married to his 
cousin, Anna Cammen, his 
uncle Anton’s daughter. 
For the next twelve years 
they lived either with or 
in close proximity to her 
parents. Maybe it was just 
too complicated to explain 
that he was a nephew as well 
as a son-in-law, and simpler 
to take a new last name to 
avoid questions about how 
everyone could be called 
Cammen and not be inces-
tuous.”

— Jean Cammon Findlay, 
“What’s in a Name?,” The 
Knutsen Archives, http://
www.harpguitars.net/knut-
sen/what’sinaname.htm
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Knutsen Insurance

651 Help Wanted

Want an international
experience without

leaving home?
Come work at Tongue

Point Job Corps Center!
Our students and staff
represent numerous

countries and cultures from 
around the world.

Bus Driver
$500 sign on bonus

Medical Assistant
Instructor

CMA required

Cafeteria Attendant

Campus Security Officer

Maintenance Worker

For job descriptions
and to apply:

www.mtc.jobs

All Applications are
processed online.

For more information
call 503-338-4961

MTC has an excellent
benefits package!

11 paid holidays, 3 weeks’ 
vacation, 2 weeks’ sick time, 

401(k) and more!

Management & Training
Corporation is an Equal
Opportunity Employer

Minority/Female/
Disability/Veteran

MTC Values Diversity!
Tongue Point Job Corp 

Center is a Drug-free and 
tobacco-free workplace. 

651 Help Wanted

WE’RE HIRING!

Here’s to you, our coastal 
friends. We’re happy to wake 
up each day knowing we’re a 

part of this amazing community. 
Want to be a part of our team? 
We are hiring for a number of 

positions. 

Sous Chefs
Line Cooks
Prep Cooks

Dishwashers
 

Bartenders
Servers
Bussers

Hosts

To join the Pelican family
in Cannon Beach, apply

online or in person. We look
forward to meeting you.

www.pelicanbrewing.com

DUST off the old pool table and 
sell it with a classified ad.

We’re looking for a
motivated person to join our 

team. Looking for a
person who is a

multi-tasker and loves to be 
constantly on the go! Will 

train!!!! If you’re looking for a 
change, come talk to us!

Medical, Dental and Vision 
after 90 days, must have a 

valid drivers license.
1085 Alternate Hwy 101

(503)861-1172

652 Work Wanted

• JIM’S LAWN CARE•
Brush Clearing, Lawns

Shrubs, Hauling
Gutter & Storm-Cleanup

(503)325-2445 Free estimates

801 Timber/Lumber

BUYING:
Sawlog alder, maple,

ash, oak
Land and timber

Timber deeds
Cash advances

Randy Bartelt
Washington/Canada

360-739-6681

Alan Brunstad Oregon
360-561-8511

Ron Hurn Washington
360-640-8057

Ken Jones
Washington/Oregon

360-520-6491

Brian Karnes Washington
253-208-9120

cascadehardwood.com
info@cascadehardwood.com

Classified Ads work hard for you!

814 Jewelry

Buying Gold, Silver, Estate 
Jewelry, Coins, Diamonds, 

Old-Watches.
Downtown Astoria

332 12th St
Jonathon’s, LTD. (503)325-7600 
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