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Lightning starts new wildfires

By AMELIA
TEMPLETON
Oregon Public

Broadcasting

Thunderstorms  ignited
more than 75 small wild-
fires in southwest Oregon
over the weekend. Firefight-
ers extinguished many of the
starts, but at least three have
become large fires.

Crews are fighting the
Hendrix Fire, burning in
the Rogue River Siskiyou
National Forest 10 miles
south of Ashland, and the
Gravel Fire, burning near
Prospect.

A complex of 35 small
fires near Jacksonville has
forced some people to evac-
uate their homes.

Carol  Connolly, with

the Northwest Interagency
Coordination Center, says
firefighters are preparing for
new lightning-caused fires.

“We have resources right
now, it’s just we’re waiting
to see where they’re best uti-
lized,” she said.

Oregon has five For-
est Service air tankers, sev-
eral smaller aircraft and 40
smoke jumpers ready to
respond to new fires.

More than 1,000 firefight-
ers have been deployed so
far this year.

Fire danger is rated high
across most western Oregon
counties and to the extreme
east of the Cascades. State
fire managers are asking peo-
ple to use caution and good
sense while working, recre-
ating and camping.

“Our firefighters are
working hard on these nat-
ural fires. Every human-
caused fire out there takes
resources away from the
ones we can’t prevent,” said
Connolly.

More than half the wild-
fires in Oregon this year were
caused by human activity.
Of 435 fires so far, humans
started 261.

Fireworks, exploding
targets, tracer ammunition
and sky lanterns are prohib-
ited statewide. Many coun-
ties have additional restric-
tions on mowing grass, using
power saws, welding and
off-road driving.

The Oregon Department
of Forestry has posted a full
list of activities restricted
during fire season.

Feds say high-risk radioactive
Hanford tunnel needs filling now

Associated Press

The U.S. Department of
Energy wants to start stabi-
lizing a Hanford tunnel filled
with radioactive waste that
is at risk of collapse with-
out waiting for more public
comments.

The Tri-City  Herald
reported the  department
has asked the Washington
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Department of Ecology if it
can proceed with filling the
nearly 1,700-foot-long stor-
age tunnel with concrete-like
grout in August.

The energy department
held a public comment period
on the plan, but the state has
its own 45-day comment
period and public meetings
starting this month.

Ecology spokesman
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Randy Bradbury says offi-
cials will review the request
but plan to continue with their
public process.

The older of the two waste
storage tunnels partially col-
lapsed in May 2017, forcing
thousands of workers to take
cover.

The energy department
wants to begin tunnel filling
before winter.
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Motorcyclist dies in
Highway 202 crash

The Daily Astorian

Damian John Burrell,
30, of Warrenton, died
Monday after losing con-
trol of his motorcycle on
state Highway 202.

Burrell was traveling
northbound on the high-

way when he passed a
sedan. After the pass was
complete, Burrell lost con-
trol of his motorcycle and
left the roadway into water
and rocks to the east,
according to the Oregon
State Police.

A nearby resident and

a passing driver climbed
down the shoreline to pull
Burrell from the water
and onto the roadway.
Olney-Walluski Fire &
Rescue and Medix Ambu-
lance Service responded
and determined Burrell
had died from his injuries.

Astoria newspaper photographer
wins national award for sports photo

Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian

Runners compete in a cross-country race at Camp Rilea.

The Daily Astorian

A photographer for The
Daily Astorian earned a first-
place prize in a quarterly
national newspaper contest.

Colin Murphey placed first
in the best sports photo cate-
gory of the National Newspa-
per Association’s 2018 Third
Quarter Publishers’ Auxiliary
Photo Contest. The photo cap-
tured cross-country runners
as they competed in the 28th
annual 3-Course Challenge at
Camp Rilea in September.

The newspaper association
is one of the oldest — founded
in 1885 — and largest in the
country.

County bus agency needs volunteers

The Daily Astorian

The Sunset Empire Trans-
portation District Board is
seeking volunteers to serve on
the bus agency’s Transporta-
tion Advisory Committee.

The committee advises the
board on issues involving the

with disabilities, low-income
residents, employers impacted
by public transit, social equity
advocates, people with limited
English proficiency and others
knowledgeable of public trans-
portation needs.

The seven-person commit-
tee includes five appointed

transportation district’s plans,
policies and programs; attend-
ing quarterly meetings; mak-
ing decisions regarding dis-
trict operations; and serving on
subcommittees as needed.
Applications are due by 5
p.m. Aug. 3 and are available
in the Astoria Transit Center at
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OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and, for
veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business day prior.

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and upcoming
services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/forms/obits, by
email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The Daily Asto-
rian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-3211, ext. 257.
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