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Fast-food chains agree to
end ‘no-poaching’ policies

By GENE JOHNSON way as they compete for cus-  cratic state attorneys general, By ROB MANNING
Associated Press tomers,” Ferguson said. “You led by Maura Healy of Massa- Oregon Public Broadcasting
can’t rig the system to avoid chusetts, this week announced
SEATTLE —  Seven competition.” a separate investigation into the Oregon high schoolers
national fast-food chains have In separate agreements no-poach agreements at sev- will take state tests next year,
agreed to end policies that filed Thursday in King County eral chains, including Arby’s, reversing plans to shift to col-

block workers from chang-
ing branches — limiting their
wages and job opportunities —
under the threat of legal action
from Washington state.
Washington Attorney Gen-
eral Bob Ferguson announced
binding agreements with the
companies — McDonald’s,
Auntie Anne’s, Arby’s, Carl’s
Jr, Jimmy John’s, Cinnabon
and Buffalo Wild Wings —
at a news conference Thurs-
day. McDonald’s had previ-
ously announced plans to end
the practice. The so-called
no-poach policies prevent fran-
chises from hiring workers
away from other franchises of
the same chain. That’s been
convenient for franchise own-
ers, who sometimes worry
about workers they’ve trained
jumping to nearby branches.
Butithas also blocked expe-
rienced workers at one fran-
chise from getting better-pay-
ing jobs at others, potentially
keeping tens of thousands of

Superior Court in Seattle, the
companies denied that their
policies are illegal, but said
they wanted to avoid expensive
litigation. McDonald’s said it
was pleased to work with Fer-
guson’s office.

“We believe everyone at
McDonald’s has an oppor-
tunity to grow and progress
throughout their career,” the
company said in an emailed
statement.

Ferguson credited the busi-
nesses for quickly agreeing to
end the practice nationwide in
response to his legal threats and
said fast-food chains that don’t
follow suit will be sued. The
seven chains have more than
500 locations in Washington
state. The no-poach policies
have been increasingly criti-
cized by Democratic attorneys
general and federal lawmak-
ers. U.S. Sens. Elizabeth War-
ren of Massachusetts and Cory
Booker of New Jersey wrote
to the Justice Department last

Burger King, Dunkin’ Donuts,
Five Guys Burgers and Fries,
Little Caesars, Panera Bread,
Popeyes Louisiana  Kitchen
and Wendy’s.

Robert Cresanti, the presi-
dent and chief executive of the
International Franchise Asso-
ciation, said in a letter to law-
makers last month that many
chains have already abandoned
no-poaching policies.

But, he said, it remains
important to protect the rights
of the franchise owners as well
as workers, and that such pol-
icies may remain necessary to
protect training methods or the
investment a franchise owner
has made in training. In such
cases, the policies should be
applied in a limited manner so
as to not restrict workers more
than necessary, he said.

“IFA is confident that there
can be a solution that protects
brand value and, at the same
time, ensures that a new gen-
eration of unit employees will

lege board exams instead.

High school students have
complained for years about the
time they spend hunched over
test booklets or in front of com-
puter screens, taking standard-
ized exams. When Oregon
switched to the Smarter Bal-
anced exam a few years ago,
the inconvenience and stress
got even worse due to the
length and complexity of the
state exams.

Teachers complained that
they had to modify their lesson
plans to make time for the tests.

With large numbers of high
school students in Oregon opt-
ing not to take the Smarter Bal-
anced exams, the state was
going to drop it for high school
this coming school year.

Briefly, students and teach-
ers thought they’d caught a
break. Oregon education offi-
cials told the U.S. Department
of Education it would pursue
replacing the Smarter Balanced
high school test with a college
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Oregon decides to keep
high school state tests

Rob Manning/Oregon Public Broadcasting
Oregon’s standardized testing scores in 2017 continued
to fall below expectations. Less than 50 percent of stu-
dents who took the tests passed the math portion, with 53
percent passing the reading exam.

entrance exams like the SAT
or ACT. Those problems were
major areas of concern in dis-
cussions with teachers, parents
and others, according to state
education officials.

The Oregon Department of
Education announced the deci-
sion in a message to school dis-
trict leaders Wednesday. In a
statement to Oregon Public
Broadcasting, Deputy Super-
intendent of Public Instruc-
tion Colt Gill said the deci-
sion comes after months of
deliberation.

“(T)he department con-
ducted a rigorous review pro-
cess and six months of stake-

the college entrance exams
have “accessibility limitations”
that fall short of state equity
goals and “content standards.”

Officials say they’ll offer
the high school exam earlier
in the year to avoid the kind of
“test overload” that high school
juniors complain about when
they seem to go weeks doing
nothing but taking big tests.
In future years, the Depart-
ment of Education said it may
offer the exams to sopho-
mores “in advanced courses
who have received appropriate
instruction.”

The department said it is
working with higher edu-

employees around the country ~ November expressing concern — continue to grow and advance, entrance exam, like the SAT holder  engagement with cation officials on a study
stuck in low-wage positions. about their potential illegality.  benefiting unit employees, or ACT, which many students students, parents, teachers, of test results as a possible

Without access to better ~On Thursday they sent a let- franchisees, and franchisors were taking already. administrators and other com- lead-up to using student test
job opportunities at other fran-  ter to 90 business franchises alike,” Cresanti wrote. But state education officials munity members to deter- results in university admis-

chises, workers have less lever-
age to seek raises in their cur-
rent positions, Ferguson said.
“Our state antitrust laws are
very clear: Businesses must
compete for workers the same

FIVE-DAY FORECAST FOR ASTORIA @ AccuWeather oownLoao THE arp

— not just fast-food compa-
nies, but also mail services, fit-
ness chains and more — seek-
ing information about whether
they have similar practices.

A coalition of 11 Demo-

Ferguson said his office
began investigating early this
year, prompted by a New York
Times article detailing how
such policies had stifled wages
for fast-food workers.

said they’ve decided to stick
with the Smarter Balanced
exams after all. A recent review
found problems with college

mine the best testing approach
for Oregon’s high school stu-
dents,” Gill said.

He said the work revealed

sion decisions. That could
make the tests more relevant
to the students most likely to
opt out.
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The Astoria Parks and
Recreation Department
announced Thursday it had
received a $17,190 grant from
the heritage and community

projects across the state. The
funding is intended to pro-
vide funding assistance for
the construction and resto-
ration of veterans’ and war

$12,000 grant from the State
Historic Preservation Office
last year to restore the west
restroom, patch  exterior
cracks, repaint the structure,
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MULTI-FAMILY
GARAGE SALE

Baby/Toddler/Adult Clothes,
Game Stations, Furniture,
Collectables, Household,

massage chair, beds,

Call now for your
free In-Home Consultation!

Select Signature Series*

We're Budget Blinds, and we're North
America’s #1 provider of custom
window coverings. We do it all for
you; design, measure and install —
because we think everyone, at every
budget, deserves style, service,

and the peace-of-mind of the best
warranty in the business.

games, snowmobile,
fireplace, reclaimed wood,
dryer, bed frames, baby
furniture, TVs & more.

Free Cordless
on select
Signature Series

WE TAKE DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS

90592 Fort Clatsop Rd., Astoria
(All the way at the end of the road)

Friday 7/13 - Sunday 7/15S 8am-4pm

W BUDGET
W SUINDS

Style and service for every budget

Blinds e Shutters ® Shades Drapes ® Home Automation

Oregon Coast 503-738-5242 ¢ Lincoln City 541-994-9954
SW Washington 503-738-5242 ¢ www.budgetblinds.com

*Applies to selected window treatments from Budget Blinds. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. Valid for a limited time, not valid with any other offers,
discounts, or coupons. Offer good at initial time of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2018 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds
is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.




