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The mayor, a former librar-
ian, has long been a champion 
of the library. Though she once 
pushed for constructing a new 
building, she supports plans to 
renovate. LaMear, who is not 
running for re-election this 
year, intends to continue advo-
cating for the library when her 
term ends.

A theme that came out of 
the Metz study was the com-
munity’s desire for a “modern 
library.” It’s a term library staff 
say begs the question: What 
exactly is a modern library? 
A library with a new roof and 
updated electrical systems? A 
library with more computers? 
More books? Fewer books?

For Jimmy Pearson, the 
library director, a modern 
library includes a building that 
is caught up on deferred main-
tenance and with features the 
community has long desired, 
such as more light, meeting 
rooms and reading areas. A 
modern library also includes 
work areas that allow staff to 
do their jobs more efficiently, 
he said.

For now, staff process 
books and keep up on day-
to-day tasks in dark, cramped 
back rooms. The basement, 
filled with historic artifacts 
and documents, acts as a stor-
age space, but could function 

as more, Pearson said.
The needs of the library 

and how libraries operate has 
changed, he added, and “in 
ways they weren’t able to fore-
see 50 years ago. We have to 
better utilize the space and 
that’s what the architects have 
done.” 

John Goodenberger, a local 
preservationist and member 

of the library foundation who 
has been working to catalogue 
historic items in the library’s 
basement, is a fan of the ren-
ovation proposals by Henne-
bery Eddy. 

The library, designed by 
Ernest Brown and Ebba Wicks 
Brown, has a flexible interior, 
one that could be easily shifted 
around or redone to accommo-

date the community’s chang-
ing needs and desires. But the 
entire building, inside and out, 
still has distinct characteristics.

“The plan the architects are 
proposing respects those char-
acteristics,” Goodenberger 
said.

For all involved with the 
new design scenarios, Wednes-
day’s meeting is the big test.

Library: ‘We have to better utilize the space’
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But what has kept the Sea-
side native at Beach Books 
for the long haul is not just 
her love of literature, but also 
for the woman who hired her. 

Karen Emmerling, the 
owner of Beach Books, 
remembers having an instant 
connection with Butler, to 
the point where she trusted 
Butler to run the store alone 
on her first day. 

“Her math teacher, who 
is a good friend of mine, rec-
ommended her,” Emmerling 
said. “And said that maybe 
she wasn’t all that good 
at math, but she was very 
responsible. I just trusted she 
was going to do it right.” 

Over the years, the rela-
tionship slowly progressed 
from co-workers to friends, 
and then friends into family. 

The two joked about keep-
ing sleeping bags upstairs for 
long days worked during the 

summer rush. Their conver-
sations behind the counter 
are laced with laughs and 
inside jokes. 

One of Butler’s favor-
ite memories was throwing 
Emmerling a surprise birth-
day party in the store.

“I had no idea that when 
I was in high school that 
I would be treated like a 
daughter,” Butler said.

Since then, Emmerling 
has entrusted her with more 
responsibilities. For the past 
few years, she has sent But-
ler to regional and national 
bookseller’s conventions and 
conferences to hone her skills 
and network with authors.

One day, she could see 
passing the baton to Butler. 

“She knows books so 
well, and if she’s passion-
ate about a book, you aren’t 
leaving without it,” Emmer-
ling laughed. “She’s engag-
ing and she’s going to make 
a great bookseller.”

Butler: Owner recalls 
their instant connection
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Other lodging tax pro-
posals across the state have 
spurred tension with the tour-
ism industry. A Deschutes 
County judge in May ruled in 
favor of the Oregon Restau-
rant & Lodging Association, 
which sued Bend for using 
money meant for tourism 
marketing for road repairs. 
Bend is appealing. 

The association’s support 
of Clatsop County’s tax pro-
posal depends on whether the 
revenue is adequately spent 
on tourism promotion, said 
Jason Brandt, the associa-
tion’s CEO. That will not be 
fully known until next year at 
the earliest. 

Brandt did, how-
ever, call the proposal 
“counterintuitive.”

“It doesn’t seem to be 
popular amongst the local 
lodging operators as far as 
we can tell,” he said. “What 

we’re seeing more of these 
days is an interest in raising 
taxes so that governments 
can get their hands on that 30 
percent. It seems to me that 
the process might be some-
what backwards, that they’re 
imposing the taxes for the 
minority money. The con-
versation should be more 
focused on how to spend the 
majority.” 

After a public hearing 
Wednesday, commissioners 
will need to hold a second 
hearing before adopting the 
tax. If passed, it would take 
effect in January. 

If voters do not approve 
the November jail bond, 
commissioners would have 
the option of withdrawing 
the tax. 

“I don’t think you’re 
going to see much push-
back,” Bergin said. “But 
if they do, hopefully com-
missioners will do the right 
thing.” 

Tax: If passed, it would 
take effect in January
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The Tourism and Arts 
Commission itself was split 
when evaluating the request 
from the trail alliance. 

Commissioners in favor 
saw the project as a year-round 
benefit to the tourism industry, 
which is trying to attract more 
visitors with interests in out-
door sports. 

“It’s an investment in 
the future. I liken it to surf-
ing. Twenty years ago, you 
just saw a few surfboards on 
cars. Now they are every-
where, and we have multi-
ple surf shops to support it,” 
Commissioner Greg Sweden-
borg said. “That’s where bik-

ing is going.”
Some voted against the 

grant request after former City 
Attorney Tammy Herdener 
raised legal questions about 
whether lodging tax dollars, 
which come with restrictions, 
could be used to finance the 
trail project.

There was debate about 
whether the trail system qual-
ified as a tourism facility, 
which is defined by the state as 
“real property that has a useful 
life of 10 or more years” and 
substantially supports tourism. 
The trail alliance and the pri-
vate landowner have a five-
year agreement, which could 
raise questions, Herdener said.

Others took issue with the 

fact that the project had no 
ties with the arts and was not 
based in Cannon Beach.

While Weintraub recog-
nizes the arts emphasis of the 
grant money, he said noth-
ing in the ordinance precludes 
other tourism-based propos-
als from being considered. He 
pointed to the Fat Bike Festi-
val he pitched last year, which 
was also met with skepticism, 
but turned out to be successful 
when it debuted in April.

“This is a Tourism and Arts 
Fund, and the city’s direc-
tive is to give preference to 
arts,” Weintraub said. “But 
preference doesn’t mean to 
exclude.” 

Weintraub said he person-

ally is in favor of expanding 
arts funding in Cannon Beach, 
but believes the city also needs 
to find ways to fund opportu-
nities for “a broad array of vis-
itor attractions.”

The bike trail system near 
Klootchy Creek will still be 
built, Weintraub said, but per-
haps not as quickly because of 
the loss of the grant money. 

If the city is not going to 
fund the trail project, then 
Weintraub wants city coun-
cilors to use the $12,143 to 
improve trails and walkways 
in town.

“The Northwest Trail Alli-
ance is more than willing to 
provide advice and guidance 
in such a plan,” he said.

Grant: ‘Preference doesn’t mean to exclude’
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Jimmy Pearson, director of the Astoria Library, turns the lights on in the building.
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651 Help Wanted

Farm hand Wanted

Bryan (503)407-9035

Tagg Ranch
Pioneer Farm Road

Warrenton, OR

The City of Cannon Beach 
is seeking qualified

applicants for the Planning
Administrative Assistant 

position.
Full details at

ci.cannon-beach.or.us/jobs 

WORD PROCESSOR/
PERSONAL ASST, PT.

Excellent Grammar/
Writing Skills/Computer/Legal 
Experience Beneficial and/or 

interested in 
the enirvonment.

Pay based on 
Demonstrated Ability 

360-244-1865 

Call 503-325-3211 to place
a classified ad from the

comfort of your own home!

Full-Time Employment 
NON-CDL DELIVERY

DRIVER NEEDED:
Appliance and supply

delivery; 21 + with clean 
driving record and drug test; 
Mon-Sat; avg. 30hrs/week; 
max 60 hrs/week; paid full 

time salary year round.
Call Josh - (971) 704-4469 

Warrenton, OR.
columbiacoast@gmail.com

631 For Rent

1bd, 1ba, w/d, W/G included, 
private, no pets, some furn 

avail, first & deposit required; 
MtoM $795/mo., Seaside, 

OR.  503-267-0416.

634 Wanted to Rent

I am looking for room to
rent in nice home
$200-$300/month

Glad to do chores for discount.

Solid income, references,
former firefighter.

Small, quiet, well-behaved dog. 
(me too!)

Non-smoker/drugs
Good housekeeper.
Iris-541-272-9014
or-503-755-2017

643 Business Sales
Opportunities

Coastal Hybrid Real Estate 
Investor is looking for local  
contractor or experienced 

flipper to form a capital part-
nership, LLP.  Real estate 
attorney to verify funds.

Chanterelle2017@gmail.com
www.hybridcapitalassets.

com

Planning to move?
Sell those items you can’t

take with you with a classified 
ad in The Daily Astorian!

504 Homes for Sale

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
“Any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, or 
national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.” 

Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal 

custodians; pregnant women 
and people securing custody 

of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in

violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised 

in this newspaper are
available on an equal

opportunity basis.
To complain of discrimination 
call HUD at 1(800)669-9777. 

The toll free telephone
number for the hearing

impaired is 1(800)927-9275.
  

Going on vacation?
Call 503-325-3211 to put a
hold on your subscription.

107 Public Notices

Occasionally other
companies  make

telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These

companies are not affiliated 
with The Daily Astorian and 

customers are under no
obligation to participate. 

If you would like to contact 
the attorney general or be put 

on the do not call list, here 
are the links to both of them

Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/

finfraud/ 

181 Lost & Found

Found engagement style ring 
in Seaside. Identify & claim at 

the Seaside Police Department. 
The ring must be claimed

by 9/22/18.

Call 503-325-3211 to
place a classified ad in the 

Seaside Signal or
Cannon Beach Gazette!

504 Homes for Sale

House For Sale By Owner
Beautiful house with a million 

dollar view.  Equipped with 
solar panels.

Price Reduced: $475,000
Call

(503)440-8918
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