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Trouble seen 
off the Oregon, 
Washington coasts

By LYNDA V. MAPES
Seattle Times

Struck by a ship, entangled in crab 
pots, stillborn, emaciated: It’s been a 
tough three months for whales.

Since early April, whales — 
mostly grays and humpbacks — 
have been entangled or stranded on 
the beach in Oregon and Washington 
state in numbers not seen in nearly 
two decades, with 16 cases of large 
whale strandings so far, compiled 
by the National Oceanic and Atmo-

spheric Administration’s Office of 
Protected Resources.

That is the most strandings in 
Washington state since 1999-2000, 
when there was a big spike in dead 
whales all along the West Coast. 
This season, as then, scientists have 
counted many emaciated calves 
among the dead in Washington.

Among the lost so far this season: 
a 31-foot-long yearling gray whale 
that was hit by a ship and washed 
ashore on Thursday, dying hours later. 
A dead orca calf also washed up in 
Ocean Shores over the weekend.

Jessie Huggins, of the Cas-
cade Research Collective in Olym-
pia, did a full necropsy on the orca 

Whale strandings highest in nearly two decades

A male gray 

whale was 

found strand-

ed in April at 

Leadbetter 

Point on the 

Long Beach 

Peninsula after 

getting tangled 

in lines from a 

crab trap.
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Ocean Exploration Trust photos

Up to three pilots in a control center onboard the Nautilus controlled the submersible, Hercules, as it sampled around 

methane seeps along the Cascadia Subduction Zone. 

Ocean explorers 
search for methane 

off the Oregon Coast
By EDWARD STRATTON

The Daily Astorian

A
fter three weeks of scanning and 
sampling for methane seeping 
out along the Cascadia Subduc-

tion Zone, researchers aboard the Nauti-
lus pulled into the Port of Astoria on Fri-
day with their findings.

The Nautilus, a converted 1960s East 
German research ship, is operated by the 
Ocean Exploration Trust. The explora-
tion and research nonprofit was started 
by Robert Ballard, a professor known for 
discovering the wreck of the RMS Titanic 
and the German battleship Bismarck.

On its way north from San Francisco, 
the Nautilus scanned more than 1,300 
square miles along the subduction zone, 
a tectonic plate boundary running from 
Vancouver Island to Northern California. 
Researchers with Oregon State Univer-
sity and the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration have documented 
more than 1,000 methane seep sites in the 
zone caused by tectonic activity releasing 
hydrocarbon-rich fluids such as hydrogen 
sulfide and methane, a main component 
in natural gas.

Deep in the ocean, the methane often 
crystallizes into methane hydrate, an 
opaque or translucent ice.

“The most important thing right now 
is to get to know what is out there,” said 
Tamara Baumberger, a researcher with 
the Cooperative Institute for Marine 
Resources Studies operated by Oregon 
State and NOAA at the Hatfield Marine 
Science Center in Newport. “Three years 
ago, we almost knew nothing. Now we’re 

starting to get an idea of how many seeps 
we have. How much hydrate is still a big 
question.”

At night, the Nautilus used a mul-
tibeam sonar to scan the zone for more 
vents, and a sub-bottom profiler that can 
pierce more than 160 feet into the sea-
floor to look at soil composition and for 
pockets of gas.

Sample science

Researchers onboard the research vessel Nautilus sampled for a wide variety 

of underwater life around methane seeps along the Cascadia Subduction Zone. 

Voters weigh 20-year, 
$20 million plan

By R.J. MARX
The Daily Astorian

SEASIDE — The Sunset Empire Park 
and Recreation District has narrowed down 
options for an expansion of the pool and fit-
ness center on Broadway Street.

The recreation district will back a 
20-year, $20 million bond plan in November 
to add a second-floor walking track, indoor 
racket courts and fitness areas, and recon-
figure administrative areas, classrooms and 
storage space, among other upgrades.

The project could start in late 2020.
Board member Jeremy Mills saw the 

numbers as fortuitous. “Twenty for 20 in 
2020 — it’s almost a slogan,” he said. The 
building expansion is estimated at $11.5 mil-
lion to $13.5 million, ranging from $294 
to $336 per square foot, according to the 
project cost summary delivered by Opsis 
Architecture.

Sunset 
Empire 
rec district 
pitches bond
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See BOND, Page 7A

See WHALES, Page 7A

Affordable housing 
database a policy tool

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

The amount of subsidized rental units in 
Oregon lags far behind the need for afford-
able housing, according to a statewide inven-
tory compiled by Oregon Housing and Com-
munity Services.

The state has more than 62,000 subsi-
dized housing units for families with 80 per-
cent or less of area median income. Yet the 
need for that housing far exceeds its supply, 
a March study by the Oregon Center for Pub-
lic Policy found.

About 530,000 Oregon households strug-
gled to afford housing in 2016, defined as 
those that spent 30 percent or more of their 
income on rent or mortgage payments. 
About 79,500 of those spent 50 percent or 

New state 
inventory 
tracks housing

See HOUSING, Page 7A

Monday - Friday 7 am-7 pm
 Saturday & Sunday 9 am-7 pm

2120 Exchange Street, Suite 111
Astoria, Oregon
503-325-0333

www.urgentcarenwastoria.com

Located in the Park Medical Buidling East on Exchange Street

We accept most insurances, offer a cash discount and 
also accept the Oregon Health Plan and Medicare.

Available for all of your  
routine healthcare needs,  

not just for emergency situations! 


