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An aquaintance in need

Dear Annie: An acquaintance
from the local golf course, where
we both play every week, told me
he has prostate cancer. Although
he went into far more detail about
the discovery, symptoms, diag-
nosis and treatment options than
I wanted to hear, 1 lis-
tened and expressed my
sympathy.

Three weeks later, 1
saw him again. He said
he was angry with me
because | had not called
him. “Friends look out for
each other,” he said.

The truth is that this guy
is just an acquaintance, not
a friend. We really don’t
have much in common,
and I don’t want a closer relation-
ship. At the same time, I recognize
he is in need of emotional support
right now. — Now What?

Dear Now What: It sounds as
though this man could use some
emotional support, but you’re not
the person to give it. Even if you
forced yourself, you might end up
feeling resentful or pulling away,
and that would only make the sit-
uation worse. Instead, refer him
to other resources. You can find a
database of support programs and
services in your area on the Amer-
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ican Cancer Society’s website
(https://www.cancer.org/treatment/
support-programs-and-services.
html). With a cancer diagnosis
come a whole range of complex
emotions, which your acquaintance
is no doubt struggling with. Try to
be patient. Though you
don’t have to be his best
friend, you’ll never regret
being compassionate.

Dear Annie: After
reading the letters from
“Tired of the Tips” and
“Yes, I Have Tried Exce-
drin,” who suffer from
migraines and don’t want
to hear any more “help-
ful tips” from well-mean-
ing friends, 1d like to offer
another point of view. I, too, suf-
fer from migraines, and I occasion-
ally receive “new medical infor-
mation” from friends. Though it’s
never actually been helpful as far as
relieving my migraine pain goes, |
appreciate that these people are
showing concern for my well-be-
ing. I wouldn’t want them to get
the impression (which they might
get from the aforementioned let-
ters) that they deserve ridicule for
their thoughtfulness. — Another
Migraine Sufferer

Dear Another Migraine Suf-

ferer: The intention was not to
ridicule so much as to point out
that unsolicited advice, however
well-intentioned, can rub the recip-
ient the wrong way, especially
regarding health issues. But I really
appreciate your letter, because
you’re right. Looking at things dif-
ferently can make all the difference.
And sometimes it’s best to just take
loved ones’ unsolicited advice as a
sign of their love — whether or not
we actually take the advice.

Dear Annie: [ liked your
response to “Workplace Drama,”
who wrote about a co-worker who
had a double mastectomy and is
extremely upset about “Work-
place Drama’s” still having breasts.
But I would like to add that her
co-worker’s complaint is so bizarre
that T think her co-worker should
go back to see her oncologist and
have a brain scan. Breast cancer
can metastasize to the brain, and
it’s possible that this fixed idea is
related to a spreading of the cancer.
— M.D. in Montreal

Dear M.D.: That is a possibil-
ity I never would have considered.
And it’s another example of why [
am so grateful when doctors write
in and share their expertise. Thank
you. I've forwarded your message
to “Workplace Drama.”

TOMORROW'’S HOROSCOPE
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). Work on your
skills. No matter how talented you are, you
need the skills to back it up, and those skills
will take you much, much further than natural
ability ever could.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). When the best
idea comes along, the others just don't look the
same anymore. They pale in comparison. You'll
know it when you see it, and once you do, you
can't unsee it. There’s no going back.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Youd often rather
pay a little more for the monthly cost than get

the discount of the yearly subscription. Why?

Flexibility has value. You hate feeling trapped!
This applies across the board today.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You may acquire
the winning formula and soundly disagree with
it, or seek wise counsel and then do the exact
opposite. Ultimately, you want to become a
better you, not an effective clone of some other
successful person.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Never doubt your pow-
er. Don't lie down. Castles are built one brick at
a time. Build a little the best you can every day
and one day you'll have a beautiful creation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Though you're

not out to get any special attention, someone
sees you for who you really are — and will also
happen to choose the perfect moment to let
you know this.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). It will be almost
impossible to sell an idea to someone who has
to first admit being wrong about it before. You'll
graciously let someone save face, or gloss over
your differences in the name of moving forward.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The movie he-
roes control their emotions, which is part of the
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appeal. If only we could all handle stress like
James Bond with the fate of the world hanging
in the balance. But you won't be so far off from
that today.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Instead

of solving one kind of problem, what if you
trained your mind to adapt to any circum-
stance? Optimism — to look for opportunity no
matter what and to believe it's there — is what
will help you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Butterflies
in the stomach are related to a primal fight-
orflight response, but don't take them as a

bad sign. Go on and deal with the daunting
circumstance at hand: It's the gateway to a

positive change!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You'll work
hard; that's a given. But there’s such a thing as
overworking it, too. This thing you're dealing
with could use a different approach. Step back.
Look at it sideways. Ask around. There’s got to
be a better way.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Love changes.
Anyone who's had relationships knows that
feeling less euphoric and amorous than you
did at the beginning of a relationship is the
norm. But there are more highlights to come.
Hang in there.

TOMORROW'’S BIRTHDAY (June 26). You
will develop your inner values much like you
develop your physique: Through repetition

and training, you become strong. You'll build
on what you once saw as a fault but have
come to recognize as a talent. Professional
advancement at first won't seem to be. In 2019,
you'll lose dead weight. Life becomes a dance.
Aquarius and Capricorn adore you. Your lucky
numbers are: 5, 30, 33, 4 and 18.

WHEN A DAY ISN'T GOING WELL, I TAKE A
QUICK NAP.
FROM MY PHONE THAT

|, SHUTTING DOWN, THEN

POWERING BEACK UP,

RESOLVES MANY
PROBLEMS.

I LEARNED

E-mail:ThavesOne @aol.com
©2018 Thaves/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Synd.

HAVES 6-25

T JusT YEEK. THIS -
GoT The HANVE To CoME
BIlL-FoRr FROM OUR
T\—\E NEW TRAVEL FUND.

TRANS
MISSION.

I have
something
for you.

Synthetic. You
will need it to pick
up unicorn radio.

BOY, SUDDENLY THE BOSS THINKS
HE'S A REAL
COMEDIAN!

MR. DITHERS?!
A COMEDIAN?

World Rights reserved

YEP! IN THE BREAK ROOM, HE
CRACKED SOME LAME JOKES /
ABOUT MY DOZING OFF

: OCCASIONALL\/\?H

WHAT WERE SOME OF THE
JOKES, SWEETHEART?

MISSED THE
I.E DEAL

www.Blondie.com

SALLY FORTH

Tomorrow, I will be
appearing on the highly
rated program,"Serious
Sparkles With Vermillion

Candgreins.“)

& gocomics com

MOTHER, DOESN'T THAT
ADD TO THE DEGREE
OF DIFFICULTY?

5 sQAEOPPRL8I 028

IMNOT DOING
IT BY CHOICE!

©2018Isabell
SIXCHX©@2018KingFeaturesSyndicate/ne,

\

COMIC CON
CHECKLIST

#1: FINISH COSPLAY 5
. '/

KNOCKS
PEOPLE ON
THE HEAD
WITH A

— 1 CHOSE MAKA FROM DOES SHE ALSO DO I STILL
“SOUL EATER” BECAUSE SHE IS WALK AROUND WITH A HAVE TIME TO
BRAVE, DETERMINED, SCYTHE THAT’S CLEARLY A Y GO AS LUNA
JUST, AND SHOWER SUSPENSION ROD | LOVEGOOD?2
OCCASIONALLY WITH HASTILY PAINTED-OVER | I FEEL LIKE I'M

BASEBALL PENNANTZ ALREADY 90%
OF THE WAY

THERE.

'Serious
Sparkles"?

It was called "Straight 1o the

Point" until someone noticed
it was a unicorn joke.

©Trust fbo Ida Hart uwo John Hart. All i

WOE IS ME |

UPON THAT T MIGHT

JohnH:

DILBERT

FOR WHAT SADNESS
MIGHT HAVE T EMABARKED

SMITEDP AS SUCH —

SHAKESPEARE.
ITS ONLY' SIX

BE | FEET DEEP|

o
Dist. by Creators

jartStudios.com

RIDE INTO HIGH

wr00°s0on0H

F wonDEeR How You K1ck THIS

GEAR?

z i
DO YOU HAVE ANY 3 YES. YOURE WEAK = DO YOU IS THAT
FEEDBACK ON MY 3 AND STUPID, AND % SPEND A A LUCKY
IDEA? E EVERYONE YOU LOVE = LOT OF GUESS OR
g WILL END UP IN 4] TIME ON ARE YOU
JAIL. 3| TWITTER? SPYING
& 5 | ON ME?
: ( N I
3) 5
\ - @ \\
& =
A o ] 8

I feel bod for this
generation. They're

having +o delay home

owhership.

llaBarmerman

Faghion. magaziveg are
wmy favorite. [ can’t read
thewm, Lut [ wa¢ made for |_|

¢eratich —and- eniff ade. -

Dist. b King Features
BizARRO.COM

Facebook.com/ BizarroComicd
© 2018 BIZARRO STUPIOS

IT’S ONLY
THE FIFTH

DAY OF
SUMMER

19

ALREADY. .

S =

S

THNT STENCH CoULV
ONLY CON\E FROMONE
SOURCE.... THE VREADED...

SUPER-5IZED
= BLAN BURRITO

RIGKT.EXACTLY WAKY L WAS
TAINKING  TROUGHT ou

[\ DONTEMELL T
PROBABIY YIZ TS
UNDER N oUR S0

babvblues, com

BANJOS AT

HAND -CRANK quci)
TEN PACES! |

)y KING FEATURES SYMDILATE 6-25

TUE IDEA 15 TO
FIGHT EACH OTHER NOT
TORTURE YOUR MOTUER.

F M T0 G0 CAMPING THIS
SUMMER, IM GOING TO NEED

WOW, T ONE
15 PERFECT|

Facebook.com/WizardOfld

Wizardofld.com

SIRE, THIS 15 THE
£ MINIATURE FLOOK
MovEL

|

[

Dist by Creators | | J

T2AIp
IT PERFELT

Ida Hart uwo John Hart. All rights reserved

TETHE BIGGEST

©2018 ZITS Partnership. Dist oy King Foatures.

IF GOAT CHEESE PIZZA THE BIGGEST DAY ¥, T TWNK < P
SLAS, WECOULD BE 05 ng hg:rpéNAD E\—K(i\ &l& %&%\1@%\%{2
i {10 OUR 40Gh WORKOUT

SAID

McMeel Syndicati

by

e 0N

C

[0KAY... G, MY BE
ALle Dse12

\
\
\§
N\
\

G

T

\

N

© 2018 UFS, Inc.




