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Trump revises Comey firing, Giuliani blasts ‘lynching mob’

By ASHLEY THOMAS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump declared
today that he didn’t fire FBI
Director James Comey over
the  Russia  investigation,
despite previously citing that as
the reason. His lawyer, mean-
while, blasted federal investi-
gators as “a lynching mob” the
Trump team will “knock the
heck out of” in the end.

The president has said at
least twice that Comey’s fir-
ing in May 2017 was related
to the FBI’s investigation into
whether Trump’s campaign
associates coordinated with
Russia in an effort to sway the
2016 election. And his lawyer,
Rudy Giuliani, told Fox News
earlier this month that Trump
fired Comey because the FBI
director wouldn’t publicly
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President Donald Trump arrives for a bill signing ceremo-
ny for the ‘Right to Try’ act in the South Court Auditorium
on the White House campus Wednesday in Washington.

state that he “wasn’t a target”
of the Russia investigation.
Trump tweeted today: “Not
that it matters but I never fired
James Comey because of Rus-
sia! The Corrupt Mainstream

Media loves to keep pushing
that narrative, but they know it
is not true!”

Comey’s firing led to the
appointment of Robert Muel-
ler as the Justice Department’s

special counsel investigating
Russian meddling in the 2016
election as well as possible ties
between Trump’s presiden-
tial campaign and Russia. The
firing is now under investiga-
tion by Mueller for possible
obstruction of justice.

On  Wednesday
Giuliani said on Fox News
“Hannity” that the investi-
gation “never should have
taken place in the first place”
and claimed there were eth-
ical issues within the Justice
Department.

“So, you got a group there,
a lynching mob, so let them do
their job and, boy, we’re ready
to knock the heck out of you
with our report, which will be
authoritative,” Giuliani said.
“It will be backed up. It will
be backed up with law and
facts. And we’ll let the Ameri-
can people decide this.”

night,
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It was not immediately
clear what report Giuliani was
referring to.

Trump’s legal team has
said that Mueller is working
on a report addressing whether
the president obstructed jus-
tice. The Justice Department
inspector general is also pre-
paring a report that is expected
to criticize the FBI’s handling
of the investigation into Dem-
ocrat Hillary Clinton’s use of a
private email server while she
was secretary of state.

Giuliani’s “lynching mob”
comment drew criticism from
Republican Sen. Mike Lee of
Utah, who told CNN, “That’s
pretty strong language.” Lee
said that “based on what I
know now, those are not words
that 1 would use to describe
this. This is an investigation.”

In announcing Comey’s fir-
ing in 2017, the White House
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initially cited his handling of
the Clinton email investiga-
tion, seizing on the FBI direc-
tor’s decision to divulge details
of the probe to the public
during her campaign against
Trump.

A few days after Comey
was dismissed, Trump told
NBC'’s Lester Holt that he was
thinking of “this Russia thing”
when he fired Comey.

And The New York Times
reported Trump told Russian
diplomats in the Oval Office
in May 2017 that Comey’s dis-
missal had removed some of
the pressure he faced over the
Russia investigation.

“I just fired the head of the
FBI. He was crazy, a real nut
job,” Trump said during the
May 10 meeting, according to
the newspaper. “I faced great
pressure because of Russia.
That’s taken off.”
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“If a family is coming
across a public institution for
the first time, they’re just not
comfortable with it,” he said.
“Once there has been a warm
introduction, then I think per-
ception changes.”

An opportunity to develop
the forum came out of a
chance encounter Brown had
with Susan Romanski, execu-
tive director of Mercy Corps,
a humanitarian aid organiza-
tion. Romanski, who is bilin-
gual, offered to give the coun-
ty’s first presentation.

In her time giving presen-
tations in the Portland area,
Romanski has found suc-
cess in “training the trainers.”
She gives community leaders
emergency information that
they can make more culturally
relevant.

“Make it more realis-
tic. You don’t always have to
focus on buying a $200 kit,”
Romanski said. “Talk about
the subduction earthquake in
Mexico City. Talk about stock-
ing up supplies. Talk about
making  connections ~ with
your neighbors. Get people
to talk about it in their own
communities.”

‘The more we know’

Making emergency infor-
mation more inclusive of other
languages is a task the Pacific
Northwest has been poking at
for years. A few years ago, Bea-
verton started an all-Spanish
speaking group of emergency
response volunteers to bridge
the gap. Washington state

Photos by Brenna Visser/The Daily Astorian
Minerva Moulin of Seaside takes notes during a Spanish-only presentation about the
Cascadia earthquake.

passed legislation last year that
requires state agencies to pro-
vide emergency notices in lan-
guages other than English.
Oregon has no similar law,
but began to look at bilingual
communication more seriously
while preparing for the 2016
Cascadia Rising emergency
drill, said Cory Grogan, public

information officer for Oregon

Emergency Management.
Since the drill, the state has
identified Spanish speakers
to serve on a statewide team
that would write press releases

and coordinate social media

in Spanish during a disaster.
But like Clatsop County, the
state has had issues finding the
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Emergency preparedness materials were available

he more we know, the better we can take care of ourselves’

in

Spanish at a public forum in Seaside.

right resources and strategy to
bridge a cultural gap between
their office and those in Oregon
who speak a language other
than English at home.

“I think it comes down to
having programs in place that
identify members in the com-
munity to get these messages
out,” Grogan said. “Clatsop
County is one of the leaders in
being innovative that way.”

Sometimes it just takes
someone like Minerva Mou-
lin, a Seaside resident con-
cerned about how informed the
Hispanic community is on the
coast.

“One of the most import-
ant things for our community
is to be informed,” Moulin said
through a translator. “There’s
not a lot of information out in
Spanish. And there’s a lot of
discrimination when it comes
to access.”

Moulin hopes to take
the information she learned
Wednesday and share it in more
Spanish-speaking forums.

“I learned today that we
need to bring people together
to get information so they
aren’t so scared,” she said.
“The more we know, the better
we can take care of ourselves.”

Warning: First time state sent Wireless Emergency Alert
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Alerts to cellphones are
called Wireless Emergency
Alerts, which are regulated by
the Federal Communications
Commission, and the state has
no way of testing them, Gro-
gan said.

Tuesday was the first time
the state sent a Wireless Emer-
gency Alert, Grogan said. He
added that the FCC is plan-
ning improvements to the
system.

In a video posted to Face-
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book Tuesday night, Office
of Emergency Management
Director Andrew Phelps said
that the agency would conduct
a forensic analysis of what
happened.

“I apologize for the con-
fusion and the anxiety this
incomplete  message  has
caused people,” Phelps said.
“Beginning  this  evening,
we are conducting a foren-
sic analysis of the steps we
took to send this message
and to ensure our procedures
are written and practiced in a
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way that will prevent confus-
ing messages from being sent
from our system in the future.”
Another, separate system,
called the Emergency Alert
System, notifies the public via
broadcast over TV and radio.
That alert to TV view-
ers and radio listeners in the
appropriate areas went out
without a hitch, officials say.
Back in January, after
a hubbub over an acciden-
tal alert warning of a ballistic
missile threat in Hawaii, the
state of Oregon said that the

same thing couldn’t happen
here because the state doesn’t

use prewritten templates.
In Hawaii, an employee
accidentally  selected the

wrong message from a menu
of prewritten messages.

Grogan said late Wednes-
day that the agency has
removed the default message
and that it won’t be able to be
sent again.

The Capital Bureau is a
collaboration  between EO
Media Group and Pamplin
Media Group.

)25CHEDULE

Pot licenses: ‘We need to focus on
those who are already in the system’
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The pause comes amid buzz
that the state has produced far
more cannabis than its residents
can consume. U.S. Attorney
Billy Williams maintains that
much of the excess likely gets
trafficked across state lines.

But Pettinger says neither a
recent audit of the state’s Canna-
bis Tracking System — which
found vulnerabilities in the sys-
tem that could allow illicit mar-
jjuana to fly under the radar —

Evening listings

nor Williams’ recent statements
influenced the decision.

“We’re just acknowledging
that with the resources that we
have, we need to focus on those
who are already in the system
and those who have already
submitted an application into
the system for us to be able to
maintain the integrity of the
system,” Pettinger said.

The Capital Bureau is a col-
laboration between EO Media
Group and Pamplin Media
Group.
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