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But Smith still wants to 
keep prices relatively low, and 
she is not increasing rental 
rates for existing tenants. 
Prices are only going up for 
units that are being remodeled 
after people move away.

“I just want it to be an 
affordable place to live,” she 
said.

Rental rates in Clatsop 
County are all over the map, 
but increasingly tip toward the 
higher end of the scale. Busi-
ness and social service orga-
nizations across the county 
say the lack of workforce and 
affordable housing is at the 
root of a variety of problems, 
from homelessness to unfilled 
job postings. The housing 
crunch is a familiar topic in 
policy debates from Astoria to 

Cannon Beach.
The Emerald Heights com-

plex, comprised of 83 build-
ings, is located on the eastern 
edge of Astoria. Two-bedroom 
apartments have gone for as 
low as $695 a month in the 
past. Now, the same apart-
ment, remodeled,  will cost 
between $800 and $825 a 
month. Larger three-bedroom 
apartments once cost $950 
and, remodeled, will go up to 
as high as $1,110 a month. 

Water, garbage and electric-
ity are paid for by the property 
owner. Remodeled apartments 
include new paint, carpets, 
appliances and countertops, 
among other updates.

In Astoria this month, by 
comparison, a small furnished 
studio was advertised at $700 

a month with no smoking or 
pets allowed. A two-bedroom 
apartment — one of three 
units in a converted Victorian 
— was advertised at $875. It’s 
not available until June, but an 
application was already pend-
ing. A one-bedroom in down-
town, with a view of the river 
and all utilities paid for by the 
landlord, was going for $1,250. 

One-bedroom apartments 
at a large complex near Youngs 
Bay start at $925 a month. At 
another site on the city’s South 
Slope, a 1,200-square-foot 
two-bedroom apartment costs 
$950 a month — at Emer-
ald Heights, a remodeled 
850-square foot two-bedroom 
apartment will be $100 to $125 
less than that per month.

Several large-scale hous-

ing projects are in the works 
in Warrenton. Housing priced 
for low-income renters and 
the workforce will eventually 
be available at the old Waldorf 
Hotel next to Astoria City Hall 
— but not until a massive reha-
bilitation and remodeling proj-
ect gets underway.

Emerald Heights remains 
one of a handful of options for 
people who don’t have a lot 
of money to spare on move-in 
costs and rent. 

Kathleen Morgan, the 
property manager at Emer-
ald Heights, said tenants are 
adjusting to the logistics of 
handling their own heating 
bills. Last year, some tenants 
worried about taking on the 
additional cost, and it contin-
ues to be a concern for some. 

Last year, one woman noted 
any increase in her housing 
costs would eat into her gro-
cery bill. 

But with the new costs are 
plans to improve livability at 
the complex beyond remodel-
ing old units.

Morgan said Smith plans to 

improve park areas on oppo-
site ends of the property, as 
well as reopen a community 
center near the administrative 
offices. Managing the sprawl-
ing complex is no small task, 
though.

“It’s like a little city,” she 
said. 

Rent: Rates in county are all over the map
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Warrenton only has a nui-
sance ordinance on the books, 
a set of rules that apply broadly 
to any number of general prob-
lems. Those rules are working, 
said Kevin Cronin, Warren-
ton’s interim city planner, who 
previously was the commu-
nity development director for 
Astoria.

“Where we fall short in War-
renton is we don’t have a der-
elict building ordinance,” he 
said, adding that a property may 
be vacant and a source of neigh-
borhood blight, but there is not 
much the city can do to address 
it under existing rules. 

Cronin believes Warrenton 
could use the Astoria ordinance 
as a guideline down the road.

“It’s not like you can copy 
and paste something into the 
municipal code of the city of 
Warrenton,” Cronin said, add-
ing, “It really comes down to 
how aggressive the City Com-
mission wants to get with this.”

For now, city staff are focus-
ing on properties in the down-
town corridor where the com-
mission wants to spend more 
resources to improve land-
scapes and beautify the city’s 
entry points.

“We’re growing,” said City 
Commissioner Tom Dyer, who 
has been involved in help-
ing clean up one of the prop-
erties the commission recently 
declared a nuisance — a long-
time eyesore across the street 
from City Hall. 

“A lot of people used to 
know everybody and now they 
don’t,” Dyer said. They knew 
each other’s situations, they 
knew what was going on or not 
going on with a house or a lot. 

But now, “the first impres-
sion of our city is what people 
see,” he said. “We want it to still 
have that charm of a downtown 
and not just be a pass-through.” 

Cronin has tagged a few 
other properties after the city 
received complaints and sev-
eral new nuisance declarations 
could be forthcoming. “If you 
just drive on Main Street, you 
can see the huge difference 
that’s happening right now,” he 
said.

Dyer points to the commu-
nity library as the perfect exam-
ple of what happens when the 
city doubles down on efforts to 
improve livability. The library 
moved from a failing building 
in Hammond to a much more 
visible location downtown last 
year. Since moving, the library 
has received much more use 
and has been able to expand its 
hours. It has became an anchor 
point, Dyer said.

“It’s starting to attract people 
to downtown,” he said.

He and the other commis-
sioners would like to be able to 
install more sidewalks through-
out downtown, another way to 
improve livability. But these 
plans are hampered by logistics 
— Warrenton sits alongside a 
highway — and money. 

Dyer is happy the city is 
looking at properties down-
town. He hopes to find ways 
city staff and commissioners 
can help the community address 
problem buildings, perhaps by 
providing additional incentives 
to clean up buildings.

“We want to have commu-
nity involvement,” he said.

For now, “one house at a 
time,” he said.

Buildings: 
City focused 
on downtown
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Apartments at Emerald Heights. 

 Prices in this ad are effective 6 AM Tuesday, May  29, 2018 thru Tuesday, June 5, 2018 (unless otherwise noted) in all Safeway or Albertsons stores in Oregon and S.W. Washington stores serving Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat Counties. Items offered for sale are not available to other dealers or 
wholesalers. Sales of products containing ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine limited by law. Quantity rights reserved. SOME ADVERTISING ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. Some advertised prices may be even lower in some stores. On Buy One, Get One Free (“BOGO”) offers, customer must 
purchase the fi rst item to receive the second item free. BOGO offers are not 1/2 price sales. If only a single item purchased, the regular price applies. Manufacturers’ coupons may be used on purchased items only — not on free items. Limit one coupon per purchased item. Customer will be responsible for tax and deposits as 
required by law on the purchased and free items. No liquor sales in excess of 52 gallons. No liquor sales for resale. Liquor sales at licensed Safeway or Albertsons stores only. © 2018 Safeway Inc. or © 2018 Albertsons LLC. Availability of items may vary by store. Online and In-store prices, discounts and offers may differ.
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Valid 5/29/18 thru 6/5/18clip or CLICK! ®

Primo Taglio® 
Turkey 
Breast, Ham, 
Chicken 
Breast, 
Provolone, 
Hot Pepper, 
Muenster 
or Cheddar 
Cheese 

699
lb

$

10or more*

OFF 
$50

*Use this Savings Award on any shopping trip you choose at any Oregon Safeway or Albertsons store and S.W. Washington stores serving Clark, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, 
Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat counties by 6/5/18. This $10.00 Savings Award excludes purchases of Alcoholic Beverages, Fluid Dairy Products, Tobacco, US Postage 
Stamps,  Trimet Bus/Commuter Passes, Money Orders, Container Deposits, Lottery, Gift Cards, Gift Certificates Sales, All Pharmacy Prescription Purchases, Safeway Club 
Savings, Safeway or Albertsons Store Coupons and Sales Tax. One Savings Award redeemable per household.  COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED. Online and in-store prices, 
discounts, and offers may differ.

Save on your next grocery purchase of $50 or more* 
with your Club Card & this Savings Award.

OUR EXCLUSIVE LINE OF HAND-TRIMMED MEAT AND NATURALLY AGED 

CHEESE ARE FIRST CUT QUALITY. EVERY SLICE TASTES AS FRESH AND 

DELICIOUS AS THE FIRST.

FLAVOR YOU’LL LOVE. GUARANTEED


