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Longtime friend forgets birthday

Dear Annie: I have a friend who,
over the years, has been a lovely
person. But for the past two years,
she has totally forgotten my birth-
day. She always used to remember
my birthday with sweet gestures and
nice surprises that were incredible
remembrances. | have also
celebrated her Dbirthday,
plus other holidays, such as
Valentine’s Day, with her.
So I was stunned when she
forgot my birthday. I men-
tioned in an email to her
that I was disappointed she
had forgotten me and hoped
that all was OK and that it
wasn’t because of anything
I said or did. It took her a
while, but she wrote back a
very snarky message saying she could
not be expected to remember birth-
days because her life is far too full.

How could she go over the top
until two years ago and then do noth-
ing? I would have been tickled with a
“happy birthday” wish in an email. [
was honestly offering to apologize in
my email. IfT said something wrong, [
want to know. I have not replied to her
response and don’t plan to, but I'm
confused, hurt and amazed she could
think I expected more than a wish of
“happy birthday” from her.

One of her quirks is denial when
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approached about anything that sug-
gests she could be wrong. In another
email, I asked for her impressions
about a short story I submitted for
publication to our local newspaper,
but she never replied. When 1 fol-
lowed up with her, she said she had
already answered completely.
But she never wrote anything
about it, and she would not
even hint that she could have
forgotten all about it.

My impression is that she
has no further interest in what
I thought was a worthwhile
friendship and that regardless
of my tact or attempts to get to
the bottom of our discussions,
it’s an empty effort. Should I
give it yet another try or walk
away? — Friend or Not?

Dear Friend or Not?: I’d call her
behavior rude if it weren’t so trou-
bling. Such an out-of-the-blue person-
ality change can indicate underlying
health issues. Tell her that you’re con-
cerned about her change in demeanor,
and offer to go to the doctor with her
for a full evaluation. If there’s no med-
ical explanation for her sudden loss of
manners, then take your distance and
spend time with friends who treat you
with respect. Perhaps you could join a
writing group and make friends with
people who will happily offer feed-

back on your short stories.

Dear Annie: You were kidding
when you told “Bad Bridesmaid”
— who had already spent money
for her friend’s wedding in the form
of a dress, flights, a hotel reserva-
tion, a rental car, a bachelorette party
and other expenses — that she now
should get a gift, as well, right?

When I was married, I told my
bridesmaids, who had to travel to
another state for my wedding, that a
gift was not necessary. I also put mine
up in my home, fed them, had their
dresses made, etc. Their agreeing to
travel and celebrate my special day
was gift enough.

Frankly, any bride who expects
all of the above from her brides-
maids plus a gift should be ashamed.
The greed of weddings seems to out-
weigh the joy these days. Maybe
it would work better if those asked
to be bridesmaids and go into debt
asked instead for a contract stating
that all their expenses be paid for by
the happy couple. After all, it isn’t the
bridesmaids’ wedding. — Tired of
Greedy Brides

Dear Tired of Greedy Brides:
I’'m not sure how many brides share
your perspective, but it’s worth shar-
ing here. Every bride-to-be should
be thoughtful about placing financial
demands on her bridesmaids.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). This circum-
stance at work is potentially very tricky. Maybe
you feel as though you've done it before, but

it wasn' like this. You can think of all that other
stuff as practice for what's to come.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The careful
listener will learn everything there is to know
through casual conversation about nothing in
particular. You're such a person, if you want to
be. Much will depend on how badly you want
to know.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Most of the day
will seem to be spent in recovery mode as you
react to one thing after another. Get up. That's
where the glory is — not in the lack of stum-
bles but in the getting up and up and up again.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Conversation
will flow; commerce will happen quickly; the
trends you take part in will gather momentum.
Forwarding your own interests will have to do
with the levity of your attitude.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You're not an open
book. You're more like a diary, with a lock to
open the thing — and then another lock on
each chapter. And each chapter requires a
different key, and there are some chapters that
nobody has the key to at all.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You drive a hard
bargain, but only sometimes. When the situa-
tion feels right, you don't even drive a bargain.
The bargain seems to drive you. And mutually
satisfying deals are struck in the moment
without accompanying legalese.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You sometimes
feel close to people you don't know, and that's
because you are close to them. You don't have
to know a person in a daily and real sort of
way to know that you have compatible minds,

made from the same stuff.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). If life is like an
exam (and it certainly feels that way today),
then it's not the kind of test where everyone
gets the same questions. Rather, your test is
different from the test of the person next to you.
That's why it does no good to copy.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Justice will
be served, and you'll be a huge part of why
and how this happens. You're especially keen
in fighting for those who cannot stand up for
themselves.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). It is possible
for relationships to take a new direction at any
time. However, where there’s a void to be filled,
it will be much easier to find someone new
than to try to bend an existing relationship into
a new mold.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The pressure
you feel is because you've decided there’s
something to uphold, but you could just as
easily decide that there’s not. What if you don't
have to be anything to anyone?

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Whether you're
traveling the interstate or the road of life, there’s
nothing more irritating than a backseat driver.

It cuts out a lot of confusion to work out this
mission solo.

TOMORROW’S BIRTHDAY (April 27). You're
onto something. You know it, and the world
knows it. There will be a bit of a journey before
the deals get made. The generosity you give
others will make things happen in their lives.
You will lead with love, without strings or guilt.
What comes of this will be more important
than money, although that comes, too. Cancer
and Scorpio adore you. Your lucky numbers
are: 3,5, 20, 13 and 28.
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