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Neal Maine

A red-winged blackbird protects its territory from an elk in Clatsop County wetlands. 

Built by feds
Local groups appealed to 

the federal government after 
World War II for help building 
a boat basin to relieve conges-
tion and add moorage for the 
fishing fleet.

“It was estimated that some 
3,000 craft would benefit ini-
tially from the above-requested 
improvement, which would 
provide berthing space for 
1,000 at one time,” Col. Ralph 
Tudor, a district engineer with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, wrote in a 1946 recom-
mendation for the project.

The basin, surrounded 
by rock breakwater and two 
wing jetties, was constructed 
in the late 1940s. The proj-
ect included a 945-foot cause-
way that runs above the basin 
to the breakwater, with walk-
ways down to the docks where 
boats moor.

“All facilities within the 
basin would be operated and 
maintained by the Port of 
Astoria without profit and 
open to all on equal terms,” 
Tudor wrote.

Ownership was under a 
joint partnership that included 
the city and Port. In 1968, the 
Astoria City Council vacated 
its right of ways in the basin at 
the request of the Port.

“The Port wanted dispen-
sation to do things out there,” 
Astoria City Manager Brett 
Estes said.

The Port began lobbying 
Congress in the late 1980s to 
repair the deteriorating break-
water surrounding the basin, 
said Bill Cook, the Port’s for-
mer deputy director. Congress 
spent more than $20 million 
in the early 2000s rehabil-
itating the breakwater. The 
rehab stopped at the transition 
between the breakwater and 
the causeway, which the Port 
has struggled to maintain.

In 2009, state bridge inspec-
tors found the causeway in 
serious condition and ordered 
it closed to vehicle traffic. The 
Port made about $150,000 in 
repairs and opened the road-
way up temporarily. But sev-
eral years ago, the causeway 

closed again to vehicles.
Bruce Johnson, the state 

bridge engineer, said the Port 
still has more than 30 struc-
tural pieces above and below 
water needing repair before 
the causeway could reopen to 
traffic. The state has also pro-
vided the Port with an estimate 
of $4 million to replace the 
entire bridge, although John-
son cautioned that the actual 
price could be two to four 
times more.

“There’s no way to know 
unless you do the actual design 
and engineering,” he said.

About a year ago, the state 
told the Port the entire cause-
way could be shut down in the 
next two years to all traffic — 
vehicle and pedestrian — if it 
isn’t fixed, Knight said.

“We’re going to have to 
wrestle as an organization,” 
Knight said of the heavy 
investment needed at the 
basin. “Is this something we’re 
going to tackle? Is it some-
thing we’re going to sit on, or 
is this something (for which) 
we need to engage a lot more 
people?”

Planning for the future
The Port also owns sev-

eral acres around the basin on 
either side of 36th Street. But 
any plans the Port has would 
have to pass muster with the 
city, which adopted build-
ing and height restrictions in 
the Civic Greenway portion 

of the Riverfront Vision Plan 
between 16th to 39th streets. 
The Port can get exceptions 
if the agency presents a mas-
ter plan that is approved by the 
Astoria City Council.

Kevin Cronin, a former 
Astoria community develop-
ment director contracted by 
the Port to search and apply for 
grants, said he is seeking one 
this summer for a master plan 
at the East Mooring Basin.

Port Commissioner Bill 
Hunsinger, who is also a com-
mercial fisherman, said the 
Port should go to Washington, 
D.C., to seek more federal sup-
port for fixing the basin.

“If we had maintained that 
(marina), our fishing industry 
would probably have been out 
there,” he said, adding the Port 
should get the fishing industry 
behind any pitch.

Commissioner Dirk Rohne 
said the Port should look into a 
public-private partnership.

The Port is creating a stra-
tegic plan to cover all of its 
properties. That plan should 
include language about the 
need to explore such options 
to improve the ailing basin, 
Knight said.

“Once it’s fixed, it’s a heck 
of an opportunity,” he said. “It 
was designed to have … like 
1,500 slips for boats. That was 
the original intent. So it cer-
tainly could be a moneymaker. 
It certainly could be a money 
generator.”

Port: Agency sees potential for 
development at East Mooring
Continued from Page 1A

“Red-winged blackbirds 
have been in that habitat for-
ever. It seemed to fit the char-
acter of Cannon Beach,” said 
Neal Maine, a wildlife pho-
tographer who serves on the 
12 Days of Earth Day com-
mittee. “They are a part of 
the downtown, which is kind 
of rare to have a bird colony 
right in the central part of the 
community.”

The committee, which 
organizes a variety of envi-
ronmental activities through-
out April in honor of Earth 
Day, decided it wanted to 
propose the idea to the city 
as a formal way to honor 
the 100th anniversary of the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
a landmark federal law that 
protects dozens of species of 
birds. Adopting the bird offi-
cially would take a vote from 
the City Council. Dozens 
of cities have adopted simi-
lar designations around the 
country.

While negotiating which 
bird should be proposed for 
the title, the tufted puffin was 
considered. Cannon Beach is 
the home of the largest tufted 
puffin colony on the Ore-
gon Coast, with several fes-
tivals and fundraisers held in 
their honor. Between that and 

the wide array of puffin par-
aphernalia available down-
town, the black, white and 
orange bird has become the 
town’s unofficial icon. 

But there are many rea-
sons the red-winged black-
bird has an edge. Puffins are 
seasonal, nesting at Haystack 
Rock for only a few months 
of the year, and are not very 
accessible unless “you are 
strategic about seeing them,” 
Maine said. 

Red-winged blackbirds 
are what people in the com-
munity see every day, and 
serve as a better representative 
of the area’s ecology, Maine 
said. Designating these birds 
would also be historically sig-
nificant, as many of them live 
on the Little Pompey Wet-
land — a marsh named after 
the son of Sacagawea from 
the Lewis and Clark Expedi-
tion by Cannon Beach Ele-
mentary School fifth-graders 
more than 20 years ago. 

“It’s the idea that every 
bird counts, even common 
ones like red-winged black-
birds,” Maine said. “We 
have a tendency to go for 
the rare and unusual. This is 
more about celebrating the 
‘common.’”

Haystack Rock Awareness 
Program Director Melissa 
Keyser also serves on the 

committee and said while her 
program is naturally partial to 
tufted puffins, she embraces 
the red-winged blackbird as 
an official bird.

“It’s the perfect bird to 
highlight because it is often 
overshadowed by the puf-
fin,” Keyser said. “While the 
puffins are incredibly special 
and important, we also want 
to give credit to another spe-
cies. When you are really 
immersed in the environment 
here the bird that you see is 
the red-winged blackbird. We 
could have gone with the puf-
fin, but the blackbird was a 
little more indicative to this 
place.”

Puffin or otherwise, the 
larger message is to bring to 
light the importance of pro-
tecting bird habitat. Post-
ers of the bird with the cap-
tion “They are all canaries” 
are being circulated around 
town to raise awareness. The 
phrase plays off the old adage 
“a canary in a coal mine,” ref-
erencing a time when canar-
ies were used as early detec-
tors for carbon monoxide in 
mining tunnels.

“They are our measur-
ing stick to the quality of our 
environment,” Maine said. 
“When the birds start dying, 
that’s when you know you’ve 
got a problem.” 

Birds: Could help mark Earth Day
Continued from Page 1A
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The section of the mooring basin occupied by sea lions is 

off limits to the public for safety reasons.

651 Help banted

Full-time sales position open.
Great opportunity for a
motivated individual.

Hourly+commission/bonuses.
Full benefits.

Warehouse/delivery must be 
able to lift 50lbs+ Pay DOE

Apply at
1535 Commercial

Astoria

Housekeeping positions 
available immediately.

Previous experience
preferred. 

Pick up application at The 
Tides on the corner of

Avenue U and Beach Drive. 
2316 Beach Drive

Seaside, OR

EVERYTHING is coming up results 
when you use a classified ad!

The Columbia River
Estuary Study Taskforce

is looking for a part time
Financial and

Administrative
Assistant to work in our 

Astoria office.
For job announcement

please visit
www.columbiaestuary.

org
Applications are due by 

April 15th, 2018.

651 Help banted

Fisheries Biological
Technician

Assist Juvenile Salmon
Research

Details & Apply
www.OceanAssoc.com

Full-Time Employment 
Chief Operations Officer. Nat’l 

non-profit, 12 FT staff, 4
program areas. Seeking 

seasoned executive to manage 
internal functions. Details

www.fosterclub.com/employ-
ment.

Seaside

Emerald Heights

Fully remodeled large duplex. 
2 bedroom/1 bathroom. All 
new appliances, hardwood 

floors, fireplace, w/d hookups.
$1050/month

2&3/bedrooms also available
(503)325-8221

Full-Time Employment 
Cottage Keeper in

Cannon Beach is seeking 
FT experienced construction 
worker to start immediately. 

Please email experience
and references.

Cannon Beach, OR
503-436-2306

cottagekeeper@gmail.com

Classified Ads work hard for you!

613 Houses
for Rent

Brand New
 4bed/3bath, large garage, 

patio, fireplace, fenced yard.
$2250/mo  

33377 Dorymen Lane
Warrenton

503-791-2228

651 Help banted

Dental Office in Warrenton 
Oregon seeking skilled

Hygienist. 1-2 days a week
Please call 503-861-8718

Norma’s in Seaside hiring hosts 
and servers.

Please apply in person at
20 N Columbia

T.Paul’s Supper Club and 
T.Pauls Urban Cafe

Now Hiring
Apply within

Astoria

WE DELIVER!
Please leave a light on or install 

motion detector lights to make 

your carrier’s job easier. Thanks!

THE DAILY ASTORIAN

504 Homes for Sale

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
“Any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, or 
national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.” 

Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal 

custodians; pregnant women 
and people securing custody 

of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in

violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised 

in this newspaper are
available on an equal

opportunity basis.
To complain of discrimination 
call HUD at 1(800)669-9777. 

The toll free telephone
number for the hearing

impaired is 1(800)927-9275.
  

181 Lost & Found

Child’s/Youth’s glasses found in 
downtown Astoria on Saturday 
afternoon. Light blue frame, ear 

pieces are brown.
Warby Parker Brand

(503)338-6508

204 Automobiles

2012 Honda Civic EX
Excellent condition, great gas 

mileage 72,000 miles, 
blue, automatic

$12,000/OBO  503-440-2055

504 Homes for Sale

Beautiful house in Astoria 
with nice view overlooking
Columbia River! Equipped 

with solar panels.
Open house available.

For inquiries call
(503)440-8918

Classified ads work hard
so you don’t have to.
Call 503-325-3211 to
place your ad today!

107 Public Notices

Occasionally other
companies  make

telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These

companies are not affiliated 
with The Daily Astorian and 

customers are under no
obligation to participate. 

If you would like to contact 
the attorney general or be put 

on the do not call list, here 
are the links to both of them

Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/

finfraud/ 

110 Announcements
Rummage/Bake Sale

April 7th 9am-4pm
April 8th 8:30am-3pm

Star Of The Sea Auditorium
14th & Grand, Astoria
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Special Notices ............................. 104
Public Notices ............................... 107
Announcements .......................... 110

PERSONALS
Lost & Found ................................. 181
Personals ........................................ 184
Fund-raisers ................................... 188

AUTOMOTIVE
Antiques/Classic Vehicles ......... 201
Automobiles .................................. 204
SUVs/Trucks .......................... 207-210
4WD .................................................. 213
Vans .................................................. 216
ATVs/Motorcycles ........................ 219
Truck/Auto Parts .......................... 222
Detailing ......................................... 225
Tires & Wheels ............................... 228

MARINE
Boats for Sale................................. 251
Boating Parts & Accessories ..... 254
Boats Wanted ................................ 257
Boat Trailers ................................... 260
Marine Supplies & Equip. .......... 266
Boat/RV Storage ........................... 269

RVs & Trailers
RVs & Travel Trailers ............ 301-307
Campers, Utility Trailers .... 310-313

REAL ESTATE
Open Houses ................................. 501
For Sale ................................... 504-513
Lots & Acreage .............................. 516
Income Property .......................... 519
Manufactured Homes ................ 522
Commercial Property ................. 525
Real Estate Wanted ..................... 531

RENTALS
Properties for Rent ............. 601-613
Rooms & Roommates................. 616
Commercial Rental ...................... 619
Vacation Rentals .......................... 622
Storage Space ............................... 628
Wanted to Rent ............................ 634
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
Business Opportunities ............. 643
Business for Sale .......................... 644

HELP WANTED
Help Wanted .................................. 651
Work Wanted ................................. 652

SERVICES
Childcare/Adult Care .................. 661
Services ........................................... 664

PETS/LIVESTOCK
Animal Boarding .......................... 701
Feed-Hay-Grain ............................ 704
Pets & Supplies ............................. 710
Horses & Tack ................................ 713

MISCELLANEOUS
Fuel, Heating & Firewood ......... 807
Furniture & HH Goods ................ 810
TV & Electronics ........................... 811
Antiques & Collectibles ............. 813
Jewelry ............................................ 814
Arts & Crafts ................................... 816

APPLIANCES & EQUIP.
Tools & Heavy Equipment ........ 851
Lawn & Garden Equipment ...... 854
Appliances ..................................... 860
Medical Equip. & Supply ........... 866
Farm Equipment .......................... 923

CALL DANIELLE 
TODAY TO PLACE YOUR AD

5033253211
or 800-781-3211 x231
Email: classifieds@dailyastorian.com
Web: www.dailyastorian.com

THE DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS
is 1 p.m. the day before your ad is scheduled to run

All classifieds require pre-payment

If You Live In
Seaside

or Cannon Beach
DIAL

503-325-3211
FOR A

Daily Astorian
Classified Ad

www.DailyAstorian.com


