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Runners in the Hood to Coast Relay finish in Seaside.

Hood to Coast indemnifies 
the city from liability and pro-
vides a toll-free phone num-
ber as a means of communica-
tions the week before and after 
the event. Organizers agreed 
to cooperate with the city for 
event public relations and 
promotion. 

“This allows the city to put 
our best foot forward and allows 
them to put their best foot for-
ward, and this gives us oppor-
tunities to work with each other 
to maintain good public rela-
tions before, during and after 
the event,” Winstanley said.

Hood to Coast launched in 
1982 and Seaside was selected 
as the race’s destination in 
1989. Last year, 18,000 run-
ners from 43 countries and 50 
states participated in the relay. 
This year’s event takes place 
Aug. 24 and Aug. 25. 

Funds from the relay raised 
more than $730,000 for Provi-
dence Cancer Center in 2017. 
The Seaside Chamber of Com-
merce netted another $30,000 
by staffing and operating the 
event’s beer garden.

Hood to Coast races take 
place throughout the U.S. 
and internationally, including 
Israel, Taiwan and China.

Unlike the 2015 meeting, 
where Seaside merchants pre-
sented a petition signed by 87 
businesses seeking a race date 
change or cancellation, the 
agreement Monday night met 
with unanimous approval. 

“If it weren’t for that dia-

logue we had, we wouldn’t 
be talking about the multi-
year agreement,” Floyd said. 
“We want to keep communica-
tion open. Not just here in Sea-
side, but along the 200-mile 
course. We want to continue to 
improve.”

City Councilor Seth Mor-
risey called the relay a 
“net positive impact on the 
community.” 

“In the last couple of years, 
Hood to Coast has worked to 
improve the event, implement 
a lot of things we’ve asked for, 
and I’m happy to move for-
ward with this agreement,” 
Morrisey said.

Deal: Seaside was selected as 
the race’s destination in 1989
Continued from Page 1A
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PORTLAND — A Penn-
sylvania-based ceiling tiles 
manufacturer has announced 
it will lay off 136 workers 
when it closes its St. Helens 
plant in May.

The Oregonian reported 
that Armstrong World Indus-
tries Inc. announced that 

it will shut down the plant 
on May 31, causing more 
than 30 fabrication techni-
cians, 20 board mill techni-
cians, 14 mechanical techni-
cians and others to lose their  
jobs.

The company first 
announced closing the plant 
in November.

The company said last 

fall that employees who lost 
their jobs at the St. Helens 
plant would be able to apply 
for new jobs at other plants 
within the country, if they 
met the job requirements and 
would consider moving. 

Severance packages 
would be given to others who 
will be no longer working for 
the company.

Manufacturer to close 
St. Helens plant in May

By GENE JOHNSON
Associated Press

SEATTLE — The Trump 
administration’s decision to 
shutter the Russian consul-
ate in Seattle displeased many 
Russian immigrants Mon-
day, some of whom rushed to 
its offices in hopes of secur-
ing passports, visas and other 
important documents.

One woman, who iden-
tified herself as a dual 

U.S.-Russian citizen from 
Boise, Idaho, said she spent 
$1,000 traveling to Seattle to 
renew a passport so that she 
could visit her brother in Rus-
sia — only to be turned away. 
Another, Luda Rieve, of San 
Diego, told The Seattle Times 
she too was turned away 
after taking the day off work 
and flying from California to 
renew her passport.

Many procedures han-
dled by the consulate require 

in-person appearances, and 
because the administration 
also ordered the San Francisco 
consulate closed last Septem-
ber, the only facilities remain-
ing are in New York, Houston 
and Washington, D.C.

“My sister is at the con-
sulate right now trying to 
get a travel passport,” said 
David Mordekhov, a Seattle 
lawyer and Moscow native 
who moved to the U.S.  
20 years ago. 

Closure of Seattle Russian 
consulate frustrates travelers
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ASTORIAN SCHEDULE
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Jeopardy! (N) Wheel Fortune

Evening listings
TUESDAY

Dr. Robert Pyle

MARCH 29TH

ColumbiaForum

TO ATTEND:
For Members: Dinner & Lecture: $25 each; Lecture only: no charge

For Non-Members: Dinner & Lecture: $35 each; Lecture only: $15 ea.

Appetizers will be available at 6 p.m. • Dinner will be served at  6:30 p.m.  

The speaker will begin after the dinner service is complete and non-dinner
members and guests of the audience take their seats.  

Forum to be held at the CMH Community Center at  2021 Exchange St., Astoria. 

One of the Pacifi c Northwest’s most acclaimed 

nature writers, Dr. Robert Michael Pyle of Grays 

River, Washington, is a lighthearted, insightful and 

amusing speaker on topics ranging from Bigfoot to 

butterfl ies. He literally wrote the book on both topics, 

and is the author of “The Butterfl ies of Cascadia,” the 

comprehensive fi eld guide to all the species of Oregon 

and Washington.

A graduate of the Yale School of Forestry & 

Environmental Studies, Pyle’s 1987 book, “Wintergreen” won the John Burroughs 

Medal for its insights about how industrial forestry damaged the land, 

waters and people of the Willapa Hills of Southwest Washington.  He and his 

Wahkiakum County neighbor Krist Novoselic, co-founder of the legendary rock 

group Nirvana, are currently collaborating on a mélange of acoustic guitar music 

and poetry.

Holly Larkins at 503.325.3211 ext. 227 or hlarkins@dailyastorian.com by March 27, 2018

FOR RESERVATIONS OR TO JOIN COLUMBIA FORUM CONTACT:

The Daily Astorian  •  Craft3  •  OSU Seafood Laboratory • KMUN-FM
Cannery Pier Hotel & Spa

Columbia Forum is sponsored by:

A Columbia Forum Presentation

LIMITED SEATINGRESERVE YOURSPACE TODAY!

Acclaimed Nature Writer

Contact Renaud Power Systems for complete terms and conditions

www.RenaudElectric.com 360-423-1420

Offer valid till April 22, 2018

L I M I T E D  T I M E  O F F E R

DOUBLE YOUR POWER
PURCHASE A

Automatic Standby Generator
and receive a

FREE INVERTER

GENERATOR
$500 VALUE!

Quiet, 
Compact 

and 
Easy to Use

Renaud Electric Power Systems 
will also include a $699.99 Generac 

7 year Parts & Labor Extended 
Warranty at no additional cost for 

a total Value of $1,199.00!

AND THAT’S NOT ALL!

Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods • Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson • 360-269-2500

WANTED


