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House: The building divided historic preservationists

Continued from Page 1A

desperately needs, she said.
Nor is it clear that the city
would approve other possible
plans such as moving all or a
portion of the building out of
the slide area and into an adja-
cent city right-of-way.

“The most likely outcome
of denying this appeal is going
to be a boarded up vacant
building that sits for years and,
ironically, probably the city
will start assessing penalties to
the current owner for not fix-
ing it up,” Price said.

It is clear the building
needs to come down, Mayor
Arline LaMear said.

The council tentatively
approved Osborn’s appeal.
City staff will present findings
of fact to reflect the decision at
a future meeting.

‘It’s not fun,
it’s not easy’

City staff had recom-
mended denying Osborn’s
request because it didn’t meet
the city’s criteria and the build-
ing divided historic preserva-
tionists. The Historic Land-
marks Commission saw both
sides of the argument: Why
Osborn wanted to tear the
building down and why others
wanted to save it.

Doug Thompson, a volun-
teer with the Lower Colum-
bia Preservation Society, told
the City Council about other
historic structures he has been
involved in saving. One house
was in just as bad a shape
as Osborn’s Alameda prop-

erty. But, built in 1877, it was
among one of the oldest dwell-
ings in Uppertown on the east
side.

“I know how difficult these
projects are,” he said. “I’ve
been through it myself. It’s
not fun, it’s not easy, but it’s
worthwhile.”

Ed Overbay, a wood-
worker, homebuilder and a
participant in Clatsop Com-
munity College’s historic pres-
ervation program, argued that
not every building that is old
is worth the massive effort to
save it.

“The deadline to save this
particular building, in my pro-
fessional opinion, was a good
30, 40 years ago,” he said.

Photos by Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian
The basement of the house on Alameda Street shows signs of structural issues.

Rachel Jensen, president
of the Lower Columbia Pres-
ervation Society, argued in
January that the structure was
important to preserve the types
of working-class housing and
boarding houses tied to the
history of the Alameda neigh-
borhood. She acknowledged
the building has major struc-
tural issues, but she questioned
Osborn’s assessment that it
was “too far gone to be saved.”

Others questioned Osborn’s
assertion that he had originally
hoped to save the building and
only discovered how far gone
it was after he purchased it.
Sarah Bardy, owner of Elev-
enth Street Barber, who is
restoring an old home in Asto-

Trump: District Attorney Marquis
said he thinks ‘it’s a publicity stunt’
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Opioids have killed tens
of thousands of people across
the country in recent years
and are a significant problem
in Clatsop County and across
Oregon. But local attorneys
pointed to legal and strate-
gic flaws with the president’s
idea.

Clatsop County District
Attorney Josh Marquis has
prosecuted four death pen-
alty cases, testified in its favor
before Congress and written
extensively about the subject.
But he said the scope of the
death penalty nationally —
applied in about 1 out of every
500 murder cases — is clear
and fair.

“That’s appropriate. It
should be that way,” he said.

Marquis said seeking the
death penalty for drug traf-
fickers would “cheapen” the
punishment, and he doubts its
constitutionality.

“If we could directly prove
that a drug dealer actually
killed people, maybe it could
fly. It’s going to be very, very
hard to prove that,” Marquis
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said. “You have to be able to
say with a straight face that
this is a penalty that is rarely
sought.”

Mason Benoit, an Asto-
ria criminal defense attorney,
also opposes Trump’s idea.
He agrees with Marquis that
the legal basis will be difficult
to prove.

“I personally think it’s a
stupid, stupid idea,” Benoit
said.

Oregon has the death pen-
alty but has not executed a
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Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian
District Attorney Josh Marquis opposes President Donald
Trump’s plan to impose the death penalty on drug pushers.

convict since 1997. Gov. Kate
Brown agreed to continue
a state moratorium on capi-
tal punishment announced by
Gov. John Kitzhaber in 2011.

“It might get some traction
given our current political cli-
mate,” Benoit said of Trump’s
idea, “but I don’t see it ever
becoming an issue here.”

The idea was likely not
properly  thought through
before Trump’s speech, Mar-
quis said. “To be blunt, I think
it’s a publicity stunt.”

ria, said she could understand
a first-time homebuyer being
fooled and not realizing what
kind of a project they were
getting into. She pointed to
Osborn’s career as an archi-
tect and his long experience
in construction and historic
preservation. She asked how
someone with his expertise
could make such a grave error.
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The interior of the property shows signs of damage and decay.

“I believe this building was
purchased with the intent to be
demolished,” she said.

Build something else

City Councilor Bruce Jones
believed that as well, but said
he could see why the His-
toric Landmarks Commission
ended in a split decision.

“I think he was pretty well
aware of the terrible condition
of the building so [ have a hard
time thinking you had a seri-
ous intent to rehabilitate it and
put six housing units back in
service after you ejected your
tenants,” he said.

But without any engineer-
ing report from the city to rebut
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the dire report from an engi-
neer Osborn hired to examine
the property, Jones agreed it
was not economically feasible
to restore the house.

Osborn was pleased to have
the City Council’s full support.
He plans to proceed with his
plan to demolish the building
and salvage what he can.

“I think my intent is what
I always said,” Osborn said
after the meeting. “I want to
take it apart myself. I’'m going
make a pile of big wood over
there and little wood over
there and windows here. ...
I’ll still probably build some-
thing because that’s what [
do.”
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A - Charter Astoria/ Seaside

- L - Charter Long Beach

MARCH 20

L 6 PM 6:30 | 7Pm 7:30 8 PMm 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 pP™m 11:30 |
KATU KATU News at 6 (N) Jeopardy! (N) Wheel Fortune (N) [The Middle (N) The Boat (SF) (N) |Black-ish (N) Modern Family For the People "Rahowa" (N) KATU News (N) (:35) Jimmy Kimmel
KOMO KOMO 4 News (N) Wheel Fortune (N) [Jeopardy! (N) The Middle (N) [The Boat (SF) (N) [Black-ish (N) [Modern Family For the People "Rahowa" (N) KOMO 4 News (N) |(:35) Jimmy Kimmel
KING NBC News (N) KING 5 News KING 5 News Evening The Voice "The Battles Part Two" (N) Rise "Most of All to Dream” (N) Chicago Med "Born This Way" (N) KING 5 News (N) |(:35) Tonight Show
KOIN KOIN Local 6 (N) |Evening News (N) |Extra Ent. Tonight NCIS "Dark Secrets" NCIS "High Tide" Bull "Survival Instincts" KOIN 6 News (N) |(:35) Colbert
KIRO KIRO 7 News (N) |Evening News (N) [KIRO 7 News (N) |Ent. Tonight NCIS "Dark Secrets" NCIS "High Tide" Bull "Survival Instincts" KIRO News (N) (:35) Colbert
KGW KGW News at 6:00 p.m. (N) Live at 7 (N) Inside Edition The Voice "The Battles Part Two" (N)  |Rise "Most of All to Dream” (N) Chicago Med "Born This Way" (N) KGW News (N) (:35) Tonight Show
KRCW Modern Family  [Modern Family  [The Goldbergs The Goldbergs The Flash "Subject 9" Black Lightning "Little Black Lies" (N) [News at 10 (N)  [Friends Pt. 2of2 [Two and a Half _ [Two and a Half
KOPB Ask-Old House  [Business (N) PBS NewsHour (N) Al Capone: Icon Jackie Robinson Jackie Robinson speaks out against injustice. Independent Lens "A Ballerina's Tale"
KPTV 6 0'Clock News (N) Family Feud Family Feud Lethal Weapon "Diggin' Up Dirt" LA to Vegas (N)  [The Mick (N) 10 0'Clock News (N) News (N) Page Six TV
KPDX Mike & Molly Mike & Molly Big Bang Theory |Big Bang Theory |FOX 12's News (N) 9 0'Clock News (N) Family Guy [American Dad! The Game The Game
KCPQ Modern Family Modern Family Big Bang Theory |Big Bang Theory |Lethal Weapon "Diggin' Up Dirt" LA to Vegas (N)  [The Mick (N) Q13 News at 10 (N) Q13 News (N) The Simpsons
TBS Family Guy Family Guy Big Bang Theory |Big Bang Theory |Big Bang Theory [Big Bang Theory [Big Bang Theory [Big Bang Theory |Big Bang Theory [The Detour (N) Conan (N)
KzJO Friends Friends NHL Hockey Vancouver Canucks at Vegas Golden Knights Site: T-Mobile Arena -- Las Vegas, Nev. (L) Q13 News at 9 (N) [Big Bang Theory [Big Bang Theory |Two and a Half  [Two and a Half

ESPN NCAA Basketball NIT Tournament (L) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt (N) |SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)

ESPN2 Poker 2017 World Series Poker 2017 World Series Poker 2017 World Series NFL Live A weekday NFL news and information show. First Take The hottest topics in sports are debated.
NICK Henry Danger  [Henry Danger Paradise Run [The Thundermans [Full House [Full House Full House [Full House [Fresh Prince Fresh Prince Friends [Friends
DISN Jessie [Jessie Bunk'd [Bunk'd Bunk'd [Bunk'd Bizaardvark [Bizaardvark |Gravity Falls Gravity Falls Stuck in Middle  [Bizaardvark
FAM **** The Lion King ('94) Matthew Broderick, Jonathan Taylor Thomas. Shadow "On Infernal Ground” (SP) (N) [*%% Mulan (1998, Animated) Eddie Murphy, BD Wong, Ming-Na Wen. The 700 Club

(5:00) Lone Survivor

Mark Wahlberg.

(:20) %% % Lone Survivor (2014, Action

Taylor Kitsch, Emile Hirsch, Mark Wahlberg.

[:40) FXM Presents [*** Rise of the Planet of the Apes ('11) Andy Serkis, James Franco.

Grey's A. "l Was Ma

de for Lovin' You"

Married "One Month Anniversaries"

Love Unlocked "Communication” (N)

Married "Planning for the Future” (N)

|Love at First Flight (N)

[:15) Love at First Flight

ROOT Focused (N) [Ship Shape TV Destination (N)  [Charlie Moore Wild Places [Snow Motion DFL Soccer | DFL Soccer

FS1 (5:00) UFC 25 Greatest Fights "1-4" (N) Speak for Yourself TMZ Sports (N) Skip and Shannon: Undisputed Opinions on the biggest sports topics of the day. [UFC Great Fights
SPIKE Friends [Friends Friends [Friends Friends [Friends Friends Friends Ink Master (N) I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry
CoM The Office [The Office South Park [South Park South Park [South Park Drunk History Drunk History Drunk History  [Another Period  [The Daily Show  [The Opposition

Forged in Fire "The Gladiator's Scissor"

Forged in Fire "Makraka"

Forged in Fire "Rookies Edition" (N)

Forged in Fire "The

Schiavona" (N)

(:05) The Curse of Civil War Gold (N)

(:05) Forged in Fire "The Schiavona"

First 48 "Closing Time/ Family Matters"

The First 48 "Cold Betrayal"

The First 48 "Broken Home"

First 48 "Endless Love and Out of Time'

Underco "Undercover No More" (SF) (N)

(:05) The First 48 "Chopper"

To Be Announced

My Big Life

Big Fat Fabulous "My Big Fat Baby" (N)

Counting On "A New Bundle of Joy"

The 685-lb Teen

Big Fat Fabulous Li. "My Big Fat Baby"

Moonshiners "High

and Dry"

Moonshiners "Lighted Up"

Moonshiners: Cuts "Not A Crook" (N)

Moonshiners (N)

Moonshiners (N)

Moonshiners

Getaway "Josh Gad

in New York City"

Argentina "Mountains of Extremes"

Life Below Zero "Bloodlines”

Life Below Zero "Al

lone"

Life Below Zero "Feast or Famine"

Life Below Zero "Bloodlines”

(5:00) NBA Basketball Oklahoma vs Bosto

n (L)

[NBA Basketball Houston Rockets at Portland Trail Blazers Site: Moda Center -- Portland, Ore. (L)

Players Only Post-game

NBA Basketball Oklahoma vs Boston

(5:30) ** Insidious: Chapter 2 (2013, Horror) Rose Byrne, Patrick Wilson.

*** Contagion (2011, Action) Kate Winslet, Jude Law, Matt Damon.

[Curse of Chucky ("1

3, Horror) Fiona Dourif, Chantal Quesnelle.

Modern Family |

Modern Family

Modern Family — [Modern Family

WWE Super Smackdown

Unsolved "Take Your Best Shot" (N)

(:05) Law & Order: S.V.U. "Svengali”

Chopped "Bacon Baskets!"

Chopped "Hoofin' It!"

Chopped "The Bold And The Baconful” [Chopped "Bacon Boys"

Chopped "Pork on the Brain" (N)

Chopped "Grill Game"

Fixer Upper

Fixer Upper

Fixer Upper

| Fixer Upper (N)

House Hunters (N) [House Hunters (N)

House Hunters  [House Hunters

** Grown Ups (2010, Comedy) Kevin James, Chris Rock, Adam Sandler.

Grown Ups 2 (2013, Comedy) Kevin James, Chris Rock, Adam Sandler.

Baskets (N) [Baskets

Baskets [Grown Ups ('10)

Anderson Cooper 3

60

CNN Tonight With Don Lemon

CNN Tonight With Don Lemon

Anderson Cooper 360

Anderson Cooper 360

CNN Tonight With Don Lemon

Hannity

The Ingraham Angle

Fox News @ Night

Tucker Carlson Tonight

Hannity

The Ingraham Angle

Shark Tank

Shark Tank

Back in the Game

The Profit "Monica

Potter Home"

The Profit "Flex Watches"

Paid Program
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BRAV Beverly Hills "Reunion, Part 2" Beverly Hills "Gag Gift" Beverly Hills Social Beverly Hills (N) Beth-Fredrik (N) [Bethenny-Fredrik [WatchWhat (N) Beverly Hills
@ TCM (5:00) The Graduate Dustin Hoffman. **** Modern Times ('36) Charlie Chaplin. (:45) %%k * 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968, Sci-Fi) William Sylvester, Gary Lockwood, Keir Dullea. The Searchers ('56)
B SYFY (5:15) X* Tomorrowland (15, Adv) George Clooney, Judy Greer, Britt Robertson.  [Futurama Futurama [Futurama [Futurama [Futurama [Futurama [Futurama Futurama
&3 RFD 62) [ (5:30) Cattlemen (N)]Women's Rodeo  [Downunder Horseman. [ Chris Cox Rural Eve. News |Ag PhD | Cattlemen to Cattlemen [Women's Rodeo  [Product Showcase




