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Dating with autism

Dear Annie: [ am a 36-year-
old man living with my father. I
also have autism, and because of
this, I have had difficulty in dat-
ing women.

For a few years, I was on
the dating website called I Love
Your Accent (I had been on
10 other sites prior to that),
which matches American
and British singles, but
nothing happened.

Then, last fall, I down-
loaded the app UK Social
and became friends with a
British girl from Birming-
ham. As it turned out, she
was not trustworthy. She
asked for money, and I had
to end the conversation. My
mother got upset and intervened.

Now [ am starting a rela-
tionship with a girl around here
named “Erin.” There is a prob-
lem: She is somewhat nerdy and
has the same condition I have.
What should I do? Should I wait
for the ideal girl to come around
or stay with Erin and see what
happens? — Ethan in Hanover

Dear Ethan in Hanover:
There’s no such thing as an ideal
girl. There is only a girl who is
ideal — or close enough to ideal
— for you. Don’t dismiss Erin
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simply because she’s “nerdy.”
If she’s a nerd, that just means
she has interests she’s passion-
ate about. Strong interests make
people interesting. And if you
both have autism spectrum dis-
orders, you might find that you
understand each
other in a unique
way. | say give it a
try. You don’t need
to make any major
decisions right away,
but go on some more
dates with Erin and
see how you two get
along. Good luck.

Dear Annie:
Recently, you printed
a letter from “Betty,”
who wrote about the death of a
friend and how she was treated
by family.

I loved her suggestions
regarding caring for the dying.
Back in 2013, my 92-year-old
mother went downhill in a hurry.
We called in the angels from
hospice, and they talked us into
using a hospital bed in a second
bedroom. Even though I wished
there were some way for her to
continue sleeping with my dad,
she became too fragile to move.

The day we were warned

that her struggle was not to last
very long, my dad and I took
up a vigil. Most of the time, we
were both with her, praying the
rosary and talking softly to her,
reminiscing about happy times.
Shortly after midnight, I needed
to take a break and went into
the living room with the nurse.
Not five minutes later, I heard
my dad’s chair creak, and by the
time I got to the doorway, he was
kissing her goodbye. He passed
me without a word and went to
bed. I sincerely believe she was
waiting until she could be alone
with him before letting go.

When my dad and I had a
chance to talk about it much later,
he agreed that he was happy to
have had alone time with her. I
thought he needed my presence
to bring him comfort. I think
I should have given him more
alone time with her. They had
been married for over 73 years,
and except for during World War
I, they had very rarely spent
bedtime away from each other.
— Fortunate Daughter

Dear Fortunate Daugh-
ter: I believe your letter will
touch many hearts, as it certainly
touched mine. Thank you for
writing.

TOMORROW'’S HOROSCOPE
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ARIES (March 21-April 19). The gurus suggest
we drop all this suffering, but their methods are
often confounding. And besides, there are little
bits of it that might have something to teach
(which is probably what’s making it so hard to
let go).

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). No one grows

in one direction. The tree goes high; the roots
go low; the limbs go wide. You're about to hit a
breakthrough in one area of your life, and other
parts of your life can’t help but be affected.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). This is a labor of
love. You'll be better off going with the assump-
tion that you're not going be rewarded — that
recognition won't come and neither will money.
That way, anything good that happens from this
will be a lovely bonus.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Today you're a bit
like a shop owner who falls in love with invento-
ry and wants to hang on to the best stuff even
though it's marked to sell. Don’t worry: There’s
much more where this came from.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). No one’s opinion of
you will matter today, not even your own. So
don’t worry what anyone thinks. Instead, focus
on the energizing activities and people, while
avoiding the drains.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Dependencies
come in different shades. It can be difficult to
tell the difference between the toxic kind and
the kind that helps you have a good life. You
judge it for you, and others will judge their own
scenes.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). This is like a game
of pin the tail on the donkey; you're trying to
complete a picture that would be pretty simple
to nail down were you not blindfolded and dizzy.

BLONDIE

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Though you
wouldn't totally toss your beliefs just because
something interesting came along, you will find
yourself cobbling together some new theories
based on new information that has come to
light.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). A response
is different from a reaction. Reactions are
involuntary, and responses are thoughtful —
some more so than others. Take your time in
answering. You have all the time you need for
this one.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). It’s not just
that you're doing something right. You're doing
most of the things right, and that's what’s
behind today’s excellent push of progress. So
don't credit luck. This is about you!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Which is the
thing to do: hop to attention and try to fix it, or
make a joke and shrug it off? This is really a
matter of style. Just know that whatever you
choose, you'll be setting up an expectation for
the future.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Be careful not to
volunteer without thinking. Take a day before
responding. Do some calculations on the mat-
ter. Will you get a return on your investment?
There’s a lot that would be fun to do, but will it
serve your bottom line?

TOMORROW'’S BIRTHDAY (March 10). Peo-
ple will work extra hard to make you smile. The
next 10 weeks bring the completion of a project,
followed by a new direction for your main work.
Leisure isn't what's going to fulfill you, unless

it involves hitting challenging goals and maybe
some competition, too. You'll bring a vision into
reality in August. Virgo and Scorpio adore you.
Your lucky numbers are: 9, 4, 22, 2 and 15.

PSYCHIATRY Lz
oo gl

I KEEP PUTTING OFf THE
FIRST DAY OF THE REST
OF MY LIFE.
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I NEED YOUR
HELP, MR. B!

1D YOU GET NO, NOT
YOUR DRONE THIS TIME
STUCK IN
A TREE
AGAIN?
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JUPITER
SPINS
SUPER-
QUICK!
A DAY ON
THE PLANET
IS JUST
UNDERTEN
HOURS
LONG!

How did You do on
the standardized

URANUS ROTATES
AROUND THE SUN
WHILE SPINNING

ONITS SIDE ...

- AND LIKE ‘™
VENUS, ROTATES -
wag'y COUNTER-CLOCKWISE
0 TO ITS ORBIT!
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BUT IT DID CRASH
RIGHT THROUGH YOUR
BEDROOM WINDOW

SALLY FORTH

IF YOU GRABBED ALL
THE PLANETS IN OUR
SOLAR SYSTEM,THEY
COULD BE LINED UP IN
THE SPACE BETWEEN
THE EARTH AND
THE MOON! .

I'll have just enough
time to forget I ever
took it, and then Tl
get a number I dont
really understand.

That’s
rather |
cynical.

Well, the
Yyears have
hardened me.

THE TIME! STRANGE THE
GUYS NEVER CALLED.

OH WOW! LOOK AT

THEY'RE PROBABLY D
HITTING IT OFF SO WELL
AT THE BAR THEY HAVEN'T
EVEN NOTICED THE HOUR. [\wORRIED ABOUT] AGO. HOW ON EARTH

AN WE WERE TALKING
THAT'S why || ABOUT CAREER CHOICES
TM REALLY W\ LIKE THREE SENTENCES

I JUST CAME UP
To THANK You
FOR YOUR SERVICE.
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DILBERT
ALICE THE MENTOR
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LOLA

QUESTION FOR YOU,
PASTOR JOHN.

AFTER THE SNAKE
TEMPTED EVE AND
MESSED UP THE WORLD

WHY DIDN'T ADAM

KICK HIS ASP? I FEEL AS IF YOUR

ADVICE IS INTENDED
TO MAKE ME FAIL

AND HE LOVES
IT WHEN YOU GRAB
HIM BY THE HAIR

ONE THING I CAN

\ SHOOT.

0 SORLGHOD

SIX CHIX

FOR EVERYONE. . .

WE'RE DONE
FOR TODAY.

TELL YOU ABOUT OUR
BOSS IS THAT HE
LOVES CONSTRUCTIVE
ERLEFIEISM:

BECAUSE YOU SEE ME
AS A THREAT TO TAKE
YOUR JOB.

@SCOTTADAMSSAYS

AND YELL, "HANDLES!”

DILBERT.COM
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SURE, BOSTON, THEN
POUGHKEEPSIE, A
LITTLE TIME IN

FARGO...

NOT TO MENTION
HOBOKEN AND
CHATTANOOGA.

THAT’S ONE
FREE-RANGE
CHICKEN.
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