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ASTORIA — The 
Columbia River Mari-
time Museum will host 
an introduction to wood 
carving with instructor Jim 
Bergeron 7 to 9 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 16, and 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 
Feb. 17 and 18.

This class will cover 
basic skills for novices. Par-

ticipants will be furnished 
with carving tools and wood 
plaques and shown basic 
carving techniques. Learn 
how to handle tools safely, 
how to lay out basic designs 
and how to carve desired 
shapes.

The class is $40 for 
members, $65 for nonmem-
bers.

Carve out time for a new hobby

ASTORIA — Capt. Bruce 
Jones, the final speaker 
in the Columbia River 
Maritime Museum’s Past 
to Present lecture series, 
will give a presentation, 
“Disaster at Sea: True Tales 
of Shipwrecks from the 
Perspectives of Survivors, 
Rescuers and Investiga-
tors,” 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 20.

The sinking of the U.S. 
freighter El Faro in Octo-
ber 2015, which resulted 
in the loss of 33 lives, was 
the worst U.S. maritime 
disaster in 30 years. Jones 
will explore how this and 

several other disasters, 
including the loss of the 

tall ship Bounty in October 
2012, occurred despite the 
availability of technologi-
cal advantages mariners of 
earlier generations could 
only dream of. He will also 
recount several dramatic 
Coast Guard rescues at sea.

Jones, the museum dep-
uty director and an Astoria 
city councilor, retired from 
a 30-year Coast Guard 
career as commander of 
Sector Columbia River in 
2014.

The lecture series is free 
with paid admission and 
always free for museum 
members.

Bruce Jones recounts disasters at sea
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Capt. Bruce Jones

COURTESY COLUMBIA RIVER MARI-

TIME MUSEUM

The Barbey Maritime Center, 
part of the Columbia River 
Maritime Museum
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Jim Bergeron’s woodcarving tools sit on a table at the Barbey Maritime Center in this old photo.
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