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Feeling some Christmas guilt

Dear Annie: It was a wonder-
ful Christmas season. However,
I’'m finding myself more guilt-rid-
den than ever. Here’s why:

My wife and [ are “gifters.”
We like to think of all the people
in our lives whom we can think
of — near, far, wher-
ever they are — and try
to give them something,
Most of the gifts are
fairly nice. For people
we don’t know so well or
aren’t so close to, we’ll
buy smaller gifts. We
feel everyone should get
something on Christmas.

We often will do a
big baking day, making
cookies and candies and
cakes and all the lovely Christmas
sweets you can think of. Those go
into Christmas tins wrapped with
bows and ribbons and partnered
with other gifts. We feel they are
wonderful gifts.

However, we always find that
people are spending way more
on our gifts than we are on theirs.
Sometimes it’s substantially more
than we would ever spend. For
example, a friend might give us a
gift worth $60 when we spent $20
on her gift.

I'm left feeling as if our gifts
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weren’t good enough. (Not that
anyone has ever said that.) We get
some really great stuff, and I just
feel at the end of the season as if
we didn’t give enough. Any way
to cure my anxious thoughts for
the next season? — Guilt-Ridden
Christmas Giver

Dear  Guilt-Rid-
den Christmas Giver:
Rid yourself of that
guilt, because it’s the
thought that counts, and
it’s incredibly thought-
ful of you and your wife
to make gifts. Home-
made gifts require more
thought and labor than
store-bought ones. Per-
haps the friends who are
showering you with expensive
gifts recognize that and want to
go out of their way to thank you
for your efforts. So stop putting
yourself down. Start acknowledg-
ing the joy you’ve brought others.

Dear Annie: [ am a female
tool and die maker and model
maker. I've experienced a lot of
sexual discrimination and harass-
ment in the years of my career.
When [ was working for a com-
pany in the early 1980s, I had a
foreman who kept flirting with
me while [ was trying to do my

job. This man had a wife and five
children, by the way.

When 1 told him to go away
because I had work to do, he
punished me by giving negative
(false) feedback in my next per-
formance review. 1 refused to
sign the review. He said I would
have to meet with the manager,
so [ did. The manager said he did
not understand how I couldn’t
read a print, because I had been
able to the previous year. But he
still believed the foreman’s feed-
back and refused to really hear me
out. That was as far as it went. [
left that company a year later for
a better salary elsewhere. During
my exit interview, I made sure
to let the company know that the
foreman was part of the reason it
was losing me. He was demoted
back to the bench. In my opin-
ion, this wasn’t enough, but in the
’80s, this was more than what was
usually expected in terms of com-
pany action. I still consider it a
victory, though, albeit a small one.
— Louisville Machinist

Dear Louisville Machinist: [
am sorry that you were harassed.
Kudos for speaking up at a time
when it wasn’t easy to do so. And
congratulations on a long and suc-
cessful career.

TOMORROW'’S HOROSCOPE

By Holiday Mathis, Creators Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You wantto be near  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). In searching for
people who are having a good time. You think it your advantage in a situation, take this sug-

will rub off on you. But it will only rub off on you if ~ gestion from Thomas Jefferson: “Nothing gives
you're somewhat interested in the subject of the one person so much advantage over another
good time. Go where there’s a match of ideology.  as to remain always cool and unruffled under all

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You'll never be circumstances.”

bored today. You'll look at everything and store SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You want

it up. You'll arrange and rearrange this collection them to follow your plan. It's not an easy ask

of facts, details and tangibles until something right now. How can you make them want and
makes sense, or until it's time to sleep, whichev- need to follow your plan instead of making them
er comes first. feel as though they have to follow it?

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Sometimes you stuff =~ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You're proud to
your feelings down like a person trying to fit one have powerful friends, but sometimes this makes
more thing into an over-full trash bin. But feelings  you feel, by comparison, less successful than
aren’t cast-off refuse. They’re worthy of being set  them. Success is measured in many different

on the shelf. Examined. Maybe even admired. ways. What will it take to broaden your definition?

CANCER (June 22-July 22). It gets better when ~ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). People say they
you get better. Or maybe you make it better, and need their freedom, and then they head straight
then you get better, too. Either way, the thing to for a different kind of prison. Structure trumps

do is to be actively hopeful. That won't be difficult ~ freedom. It's finding the right structure that’s the
for you at this busy time. key, though, and that’s what you're searching for

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). While there are those now.

who would go to great lengths for treasure and PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You've been
tribute, you're mild on the idea. What does it known to put yourself in stressful situations just
really mean, anyway? When you're fully rich on to see if you can find your way out. Of course
the inside, no amount of external validation can you can, silly. You don't have to do this to your-
make you richer. self, and it’s kind of a waste of time today. So

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Saying nothing says stop it!

something. It says a lot, actually. Today the silent =~ TOMORROW’S BIRTHDAY (Feb. 7). A windfall
response has meanings including, but not limited  starts this solar return on a high note. One of
to, “l disagree,” “l have a secret,”“l can’t be both- your cosmic gifts now is that you're mysterious
ered with this,” and “I'm processing the emotional  to people, and they want to get to know you
impact of this” better. You'll have more social opportunity than

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You sense when you know what to do Yvith this year. Aprillbrings a
people need their space and when they needto  {antasy to life. Regarding your personal life: July
feel closer to you. As you honor the unspoken re-  Peckons you in a new direction. Sagittarius and
quests of others, they invest increasing amounts i adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 6, 39,
of trust in you. 2,21 and 48.
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BOSS, | WANNA TALK TO YOU

[ CAN'T REMEMBER THE LAST ( IN THAT CASE,
TIME ! HAD A RAISE, BOSS! Voo d T WAS LAST
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What's at the
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It is one thing to see
) Things from a bird’s
( point of view.
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WE'LL DISCUSS THIS
FURTHER IN THE MORNING!

FINE, RAY! BUT I
NEVER 6O TO
BED ANGRY.

But how many humans
| nhave seen the world

It cseems Yo
be some Sort
of ancient
Ceromvnication

device..

I+t Was doewn
There with thig
Fiesher-Price
Washboard
and Grover
C\eve\and doll.

I TAKE IT I WAS LIKE THE
WE'RE TALKING [ FLASH, BUT ONLY
4 UNDERWATER. SO

BREATH WHILE
RUNNING.

IT'S FOR SLEEPING.
OR STARING UP AT THE

C’MON, SAL.
THE MIDDLE
OF THE NIGHT
IS NOT FOR
TALKING...
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After school, I shall
I , _ fl provide you with a
’ from a UNICORN’S point i v th ‘11

of view? Yual unicoyn

Why am I only now learning
that you can do THAT?

I will need >
1o invent RS
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TRYIN’ OUT SOME NEW
MATERIAL ...
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THERE. NOW
I'M HAPPY.

DILBERT
MY PROJECT WAS ] LATER, T1L CHANGE WHAT GONE LIKE
FAILING, SO I PIVOTED g THE PROTECT NAME ABOUT FOOTPRINTS
TO A DIFFERENT IDEA |E| TO COVER MY TRACKS. YOUR IN THE SANDS
WITH THE SAME NAME. |8 SUNK
COSTS? OF TIME.

DILBERT.COM
©2018 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel

2-6-18

BIZARRO

Mg 02106

Well, T wouldn't call him my
best friend...he's more
like an acquaintance.
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WELL,

MOOCH,
WHAT'’S THE
VERPICT?

I PON'T
THINK HE
LIKED IT.
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MOM HAS ONLY RUINED
My LIFE TWICE TODMY, 50
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i YOUR ACTS OF AGGRESSION
WILL NOT @0 UNPUNISHED.

MY RESOLVE T0 MY PEOPLE
IS LIMITLESS
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TELL THEM I1L BE
IN MY BUNKER

T DO NOT FEAR YOU.
YOUR THREATS MEAN
NOTHING
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