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Worries about cost
It would cost $450,000 to 

purchase the property, accord-
ing to 2016 estimates. The cost 
of interior and exterior renova-
tions would be about $371,000, 
according to Coaster Construc-
tion. While most of the class-
rooms in the 1950s-era build-
ing would be unusable, an 
engineering report concluded 
the gym was in good condition. 

Due to age and the years 
of sitting dormant, Steidel said 
there are worries about unex-
pected costs and the upkeep it 
would take to run it.

“What’s scaring people is 
the maintenance and the remod-
eling. You don’t know what you 
are going to find,” Steidel said.

With a $99.7 million bond 
project in full swing to relocate 
four school buildings out of the 
tsunami zone, Seaside School 
District Superintendent Sheila 
Roley said the district has no 
interest in acting as a landlord 
for old school sites. 

“We’re happy to talk to the 
city (of Cannon Beach) about 
any interest in the school,” 
Roley said. “We haven’t had 
any recent conversations, but 
we would love to have that 
building as a Cannon Beach 
community facility.” 

Roley said all school sites 
will be appraised again this 
spring.

Interested parties
Since the school’s closure, 

many groups have come for-
ward with ideas on how to pre-
serve the property. More than 50 
members of the Cannon Beach 
Chorus wrote to the City Coun-
cil to advocate for the building 
to become a community cen-
ter and concert hall. The Hay-

stack Rock Awareness Program 
has expressed interest in using 
it as a possible art and ecology 
center. Many residents say they 
want a place big enough for the 
community to gather.

Some of the urgency for the 
city to buy the property comes 
from groups like the Greater 
Ecola Natural Area and Ecola 
Watershed Council, which say 
the city buying the school is 
the best way to ensure an eco-
logically and culturally sensi-
tive area is protected. Adjacent 
to the building is NeCus Park, 
named after the Native Amer-
ican village that once stood 
there. 

“A part of the vision for 
NeCus has always been to 
acquire the remainder of the site 
in order to create a gateway to 
Cannon Beach that celebrates 
the natural beauty and cul-
tural history of this extraordi-
nary place,” said Katie Voelke, 
chairwoman of the Greater 

Ecola Natural Area. “Cannon 
Beach and its real estate is some 
of the most sought after in the 
state. This property will likely 
sell to a private party, possi-
bly shutting the community out 
from a cherished location.”

The school district has also 
had conversations about the 
property with members of the 
Clatsop-Nehalem Confeder-
ated Tribes in the last week, 
Roley said. Officials from the 
tribe were unable to be reached 
for comment. 

While there are many com-
peting visions for the space, 
Steidel said it is a testament to 
the building’s versatility. 

“I think all this interest 
shows the enormity of what it 
could be used for. What’s bet-
ter than having a building that’s 
constantly used?” Steidel said.

Moving forward
With community support 

again on the rise, the city will 

continue to discuss funding 
options at an upcoming work 
session, as well as how it could 
be balanced with other capi-
tal projects. Some new ideas 
are already being explored, 
like researching whether some 
of the dollars allocated to the 
Tourism and Arts Commission 
could be reserved for running 
a community center. Other 
options, like floating a bond or 
fundraising, will be discussed, 
Steidel said. 

While all five city coun-
cilors listed purchasing the 
school as a priority at a recent 
goal-setting retreat, Steidel 
was the only one to list it as 
No. 1. 

“Obviously, all of these 
projects will compete for dol-
lars. But I don’t think they 
should compete,” he said. “It’s 
doable right now. South Wind 
takes a lot of long-term plan-
ning. This is something achiev-
able if people are behind it.”
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work. “The goal is to get kids 
connected with their dental 
home care,” Abbott said. 

Crystal Moody and Shawna 
Neumeister of The Harbor link 
victims of domestic violence to 
community resources, includ-
ing legal and medical advo-
cacy. While The Harbor does 
not offer a shelter in Clatsop 
County, they will provide confi-
dential locations for emergency 
purposes, Neumeister said. 
“Hopefully our shelter will 
open this year,” she said. “In the 
meantime, sister agencies help 
to get them out of town.”

Marlin Martin, regional 
director of the Clatsop Com-
munity Action Regional Food 
Bank, offered visitors healthy 
snacks and food resource 
guides listing locations and 
times of emergency food out-
lets throughout the county. 
“Regardless of what commu-
nity they reside in, they will 
have resources in an emergency 
to find food,” Martin said.

Grace Smith and Angie 
Wildt of Sunset Empire Park 
and Recreation District pro-
vided meal and program sched-
ules at the Bob Chisholm Cen-
ter, and free fitness classes, 

low-cost showers and pool 
passes.

Shirley Yates of Laundry 
Love participated as a volun-
teer at Homeless Connect for 
the first time. 

Laundry Love, a national 
organization, came to Seaside 
five years ago with the aim of 
providing free laundry loads for 
families.  

The program, held monthly 
at the Laundromat on South 
Roosevelt Drive, has grown 
“like crazy” over the last year, 

Yates said. 
She hoped to raise aware-

ness of the program and to 
make sure all people know 
about their services. 

“The need is such an enor-
mous one,” Yates said. “Hav-

ing clean clothes is important 
for how you feel about yourself 
— we don’t realize it if we have 
a washer and dryer at our fin-
gertips. For these people, it’s a 
health hazard not to have clean 
clothes.”

Homeless: ‘The need is such an enormous one’
Continued from Page 1A

Photos by Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian

The expansive gym at the Cannon Beach Elementary School sits unused.
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LEFT: Clatsop County Public Health Director Michael McNickle with Sarah Mitchell at 

Tuesday’s Project Homeless Connect event. RIGHT: Alan Evans of Helping Hands Re-en-

try Outreach Center offers free kits with toiletries and personal supplies.

Signs that students once occupied classrooms remain four years after the Cannon 

Beach Elementary School shut down.
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Q:

A:

Are headaches a 
way of life?

At least 80 percent of headaches 
originate from problems with 
the neck. Tendons from the neck 

muscles go into the skull and attach 
to the brain’s covering. When the 
neck is locked up, tight or tweaked 
in some way, the fibers pull on the 
dura where all the pain-sensitive 
nerves are in the head — then you 
have a headache. Chiropractic care 
on the neck frequently gets rid of 
headaches quickly and permanently. 
There are no side effects from 
medications and it’s very safe.Call 
Astoria Chiropractic today at 503-
325-3311 to see if we can help.

Barry Sears, D.C.

ASTORIA 
CHIROPRACTIC

503-325-3311

2935 Marine Drive 
Astoria, Oregon

Q:

A:

Do you have 
a price match 
policy? If so, 
what is it?

At Roby’s we will 
match any competitive 

advertised price from an 
authorized dealer. We 
belong to one national and 
one regional buying group 
that allows us to compete 
with any dealer, including 
the “big box” retailers.

Furniture & Appliance

Roby’s
Astoria • (503) 325-1535
1555 Commercial Street

Store Hours
Mon. - Fri. 9:30am-5:30pm

Saturday 10am to 5pm

More Locations:
Tillamook • (503) 842-7111
1126 Main Ave 
 
Lincoln City • (541) 996-2177 
6255 SW Hwy. 101 
 
Newport • (541) 265-9520
5111 N. Coast Hwy.
 
Florence •  (541)997-8214
18th & Hwy. 101

 There are several ways  

 to help patients receive 

 and afford the care 

 they need and want. A 5% cash 

 discount for payment at time of 

 service; in-office, 1-6-month 

 arrangements for the 

 creditworthy; or 6-18-month in-

 office third-party financing plans 

 for those who qualify, and which 

 may offer no or low interest. 

 You may be pleasantly surprised. 

 Q:

 A :

 Can I finance 
 my dental care 
 over time?

 JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
 DMD, FAGD

 503/325-0310
 1414 MARINE DRIVE, 

 ASTORIA
 www.smileastoria.com

Q:

A:

I’d like to buy some 2018 
American Silver Eagles. 
Do you have them yet?

Scott McClaine

P.O.BOx 1294
AstOriA, Or 97103

503.298.3898
www.ClAtsOPCOin.COm

The 2018 American Silver Eagles 
(ASE) (uncirculated) have arrived.  

The price per Silver Eagle is “Silver 
Spot” plus: 

- For less than 20 ASE (one tube) the 
price will be $4.50 over spot per oz.

- For multiples of 20 ASE (full tubes 
only) the price will be $4 over spot 
per oz.

- For orders of 100 or more (full tubes 
only) the price will be $3.75 over spot 
per oz.

If you would like a “Monster Box” of 
500 Silver Eagles call me for pricing

Call Scott at (503)298-3898 for more 
information.

Clatsop

COIN

Q:

A:

Firefox browser is 
missing “File, Print” 
and the favorites 
bar.

Astorias 
Best.com

LEO FINZI

M-F 10-6  Sat . 11-4

77 11th Street, Suite H 
Astoria, OR

503-325-2300

On your keyboard, hold down the 
“Alt” key & type the letter “t”

Without clicking, move the pointer over 
the word “View” then down to “Toolbars” 
then click on “Menu Bar” to show File, 
Print, History and Bookmarks.

Click on “View” then “Toolbars” then 
“Bookmarks Toolbar” to view the  
favorites bar.

To set your favorite web site as your home 
page, first go to your favorite page, then 
click on “Tools” then “Options” In the 
middle, under “Home Page” click “Use 
current page”

We beat all
on-line prices!
check us out before

purchasing elseWhere!

Amanda Cordero

Northwest Wild Products

Fresh Seafood Market

354 Industry St, Astoria

503-791-1907

Daily 9am-7pm

On the docks of the West Mooring 
Basin, by the Riverwalk Inn

Q:

A:

Does all fish taste 
better fresh off 
the boat?

No. Sturgeon is an 
exception to the “fresher 

the better” rule. It is preferable 
to wait and eat sturgeon at least 
two days after it is caught.When 
Sturgeon die they go into rigor 
and the fibers in the fillets tense 
up. It takes 48 hours for the 
fibers to loosen so that the fillet 
has the proper texture and flavor 
when cooked. We sell Sturgeon 
that has been caught in the same 
day, but always recommend 
waiting to preparing it.

WANTED
Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods • Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson • 360-269-2500


