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Fishing: Most gillnetters captain small boats alone
Continued from Page 1A

Concerns
It was a hard year for most
gillnetters. Legislation passed
in 2012 has phased them off
the river’s main stem almost
entirely. Though they had a
decent extended spring season in the off-channel fishing
grounds, or select areas, money
was tight and expectations
were low, fishermen said.
The only time gillnetters
had on the river’s main stem
was during the fall, and only
for seven fishing periods. They
were also limited to what fishery managers refer to as Zones
4 and 5, a section of river that
extends southeast from St. Helens to Beacon Rock near Bonneville Dam.
While fishing in these
zones, a handful of gillnetters,
including Jim Wells, the president of commercial fishing
advocacy organization Salmon
For All, and Port of Astoria
Commissioner Bill Hunsinger
were cited for refusing to allow
state observers on their boats in
August and September.
Their reasons ranged from
safety issues, to questions about
liability, to confusion over what
the state had promised in terms
of how often any single fisherman would be asked to carry an
observer. Some of the concerns
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Some gillnetters resisted state observers last year.

they and other gillnetters raised
still need to be addressed, state
fishery managers said.
Tweit and others thought
they understood the maritime
insurance issues that might
arise going into the season. The
20 observers — six from Oregon, 14 from Washington state
— would be covered by the
states’ workers’ compensation
programs if anything happened
to them on board a boat.
“What I think we didn’t
understand as well as we do
now is that just because they’re
covered under workers’ comp

doesn’t necessarily preclude
them from going after the skipper,” Tweit said. “And we don’t
have any real coverage for that
under current law.”
Most gillnetters fish alone.
They captain small boats with
gear they can manage by themselves. When they do bring
along crew, it’s usually a family member. With a crew that
is just themselves or a person
they trust, few fishermen carry
insurance policies to protect
themselves from being sued if
something goes wrong on the
water, Wells said.

“We’re just wide open for a
lawsuit, and guys our age, our
earning power is worn out,”
Wells said. “If I lost (money in
a lawsuit) now, I could never
recoup it.”
The men who faced citations ranged in age from their
late 60s to 74 years old.

‘Unexpected benefit’

For Wells, though, the bigger issue concerned the number of times he was asked to
carry an observer.
“To ensure broad sample of
the fleet, ODFW and WDFW

will maintain a list of observed
vessels for each fishing period,
and the same vessel will not be
observed on consecutive fishing periods,” states a sampling
plan for the two states.
Wells fished one period,
missed a second and then
came back for a third. He
mistakenly believed that
because he was observed for
the first period, he would not
be observed again. When the
state boat approached him to
put an observer on board, he
refused. It was a rough night
and wasn’t safe, he said.
When he later received
notice from the Oregon State
Police that he was being
charged for violating the
law, he decided to get a lawyer and fight it. Hunsinger,
who had also refused to take
an observer on board because
of liability concerns, represented himself. Their charges
were lowered to citations and
the Multnomah County Circuit Court judge who heard
their case fined them the minimum amount of $225, a suspended fine that will evaporate
if the men don’t have any convictions or tickets in the next
year.
Roger Stecker, another
gillnetter who refused to let
an observer board his boat,
decided to plead guilty. His

charge was knocked down to
a citation and he was fined
$750. His concerns were over
safety, he said. The night the
observer wanted to board his
boat, Stecker said the wind
was blowing hard and he
was in the middle of fixing a
net that had been shredded
when a sport boat ran over it
the day before. He plans to
talk with the Coast Guard
about what his options are
for denying access to his boat
if he believes conditions are
unsafe.
Stecker estimates he has
had observers on his boat
more than a dozen times over
the course of his career. It has
usually been a positive experience and he said he has always
tried to follow the rules. The
citation and his guilty plea
have weighed on him.
For the most part, the states
saw a high amount of voluntary compliance, and the
observation plan met its goals,
one of which was to validate
data about the ratio of steelhead-to-Chinook salmon that
fishermen encounter.
“Not only did it validate
our models, I think it allowed
us to have as much fishing as
we did,” Tweit said. The new
data about steelhead mortality
was “a sort of unexpected benefit from the work.”

CLASSIFIEDINDEX

classifieds
NOTICES

MARINE

Special Notices ............................. 104 Boats for Sale................................. 251
Public Notices ............................... 107 Boating Parts & Accessories ..... 254
Announcements .......................... 110 Boats Wanted ................................ 257
Boat Trailers ................................... 260
PERSONALS
Marine Supplies & Equip. .......... 266
Lots & Found ................................. 181 Boat/RV Storage........................... 269
Personals ........................................ 184
Fund-raisers ................................... 188 RVs & Trailers
RVs & Travel Trailers............ 301-307
AUTOMOTIVE
Campers, Utility Trailers.... 310-313
Antiques/Classic Vehicles ......... 201
Automobiles .................................. 204 REAL ESTATE
SUVs/Trucks .......................... 207-210 Open Houses................................. 501
4WD .................................................. 213 For Sale ................................... 504-513
Vans .................................................. 216 Lots & Acreage .............................. 516
ATVs/Motorcycles ........................ 219 Income Property .......................... 519
Truck/Auto Parts .......................... 222 Manufactured Homes ................ 522
Detailing ......................................... 225 Commercial Property ................. 525
Tires & Wheels ............................... 228 Real Estate Wanted ..................... 531

RENTALS
Properties for Rent ............. 601-613
Rooms & Roommates................. 616
Commercial Rental...................... 619
Vacation Rentals .......................... 622
Storage Space ............................... 628
Wanted to Rent ............................ 634
RV/Mobile Home Space ............ 637

PETS/LIVESTOCK

WE GETRESULTS

Animal Boarding .......................... 701
Feed-Hay-Grain ............................ 704
Pets & Supplies ............................. 710
Horses & Tack ................................ 713

DANIELLE

MISCELLANEOUS

CALL
TODAY TO PLACE YOUR AD

Fuel, Heating & Firewood ......... 807
Furniture & HH Goods................ 810
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES TV & Electronics ........................... 811
Business Opportunities ............. 643 Antiques & Collectibles ............. 813
Business for Sale .......................... 644 Jewelry ............................................ 814
Arts & Crafts ................................... 816

503-325-3211

or 800-781-3211 x231
Email: classifieds@dailyastorian.com
Web: www.dailyastorian.com

HELP WANTED

Help Wanted.................................. 651 APPLIANCES & EQUIP.
Work Wanted................................. 652 Tools & Heavy Equipment ........ 851
Lawn & Garden Equipment...... 854
SERVICES
Appliances ..................................... 860
Childcare/Adult Care .................. 661 Medical Equip. & Supply ........... 866
Services ........................................... 664 Farm Equipment .......................... 923

THE DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS
is 1 p.m. the day before your ad is scheduled to run

104 Special Notices
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The Youngs River Lewis and
Clark Water District is seeking
solicitations for engineer
services on an
upcoming waterline project.
Information and requirements
can be found online at
www.youngsriverwater.org

Early Trade Partner Request
for Proposal

107 Public Notices
The Port of Astoria is
requesting proposals from
qualified vendors to provide
a video surveillance system
for its Central Waterfront and
two mooring basins. You can
find the detailed request for
proposals on the Port of
Astoria’s website:

Letters to the Editor
You learn from us and we learn from you.
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Public Information/Public
Notices
Occasionally other
companies make
telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These
companies are not affiliated
with The Daily Astorian and
customers are under no
obligation to participate.
If you would like to contact
the attorney general or be put
on the do not call list, here
are the links to both of them
Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/
finfraud/
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coastweekend.com
dining • the arts • music
shopping • museums • classes • movies
gardening • news • blogs • more

ERROR AND CANCELLATIONS
Please read your ad on the first day.
If you see an error, The Daily
Astorian will gladly re-run your ad
correctly. We accept responsibility
for the first incorrect insertion,
and then only to the extent of a
corrected insertion or
refund of the price paid.
To cancel or correct an ad,
call 503-325-3211 or
1-800-781-3211
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All classifieds require pre-payment

Looking for a new place to
live? The classified ads offer
a complete section of homes,
apartments, and mobile
homes to fit your needs.
Check daily for new listings!
Classified Ads work hard for you!

Project:
Seaside Convention & Civic
Center (SCCC)
415 First Street
Seaside, Or. 97138
Proposals can be sent via
Certified US Mail to O’Brien &
Company or emailed to
jason@obrien-co.com.
Questions can be sent until
January 19th, 2018. Call
(503)572-3375 for questions.
Proposals shall be sent by
January 24th, 2018. An optional
Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on
January 17, 2018.
GC:
O’Brien & Company LLC
PO Box 948
148 West 2nd St., Suite #6
Cannon Beach, Or. 97110
(971) 219-5422
Trades participating in RFP:
Shoring/Soil Amendments,
Electrical/Low Voltage,
Mechanical, Plumbing, Fire
Sprinkler, Audio Visual. All other
trades to be bid in the spring.
This is a prevailing wage project
based on the BOLI July 1st
2017 Wagebook.
Brief Description of Project
and Requirements:
O’Brien & Company has been
selected as the General
Contractor for the Seaside
Convention & Civic Center
Project in Seaside, Oregon.
This is a unique opportunity to
be part of an exciting project
on the coast where key trade
partners are brought on early
to ensure project objectives are
fulfilled. By being selected as a
trade partner, the expectation is
that you will be helping with the
constructibility, pricing, and
schedule. The intent of this
proposal is to find the right
people to join the team and take
part in this unique opportunity.
The proposal will seek to find
firms with a commitment to
collaboration, depth of expertise
in the specific trade,
transparency, and dedication to
quality and schedule. Bidding
documents may be examined
at the GC’s Seaside office and
at the following Plan Centers by
January 12th, 2018.
84790 Frontage Rd., Suite F
www.contractorplancenter.com
O’Brien & Company LLC is an
equal opportunity employer.
O’Brien & Company LLC is
actively seeking bids from,
Minority, Women, Emerging
Small Businesses (M/W/ESB),
local businesses,
Disadvantaged Business
Enterprises, and Qualified Rehabilitation Facilities to perform
work and supply materials for
this project.

201 Antique &
Classic Vehicles

Astoria Automotive Swap Meet
Vendors Wanted
Clatsop Fairgrounds
Saturday, March 10th 8am-2pm
Contact Fred
503-325-8437-evenings
1-800-220-0792-days or
Rod 971-219-5517

251 Boats for Sale

2018 27LOA XT24DV Long
Cabin Offshore pilothouse
tuna boat. Stout construction!
Large Alaska Following. Now
launching in WA and OR. Need
seed boats, will entertain demo
discounts for the right buyer.
www.xtaeroboats.com Call for
details. $149,000.
Tacoma, WA.
Call 907-342-2141
HAVE an extra room to rent? A
classified ad will find a tenant fast.
CALL 503-325-3211

504 Homes for Sale

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising in
this newspaper is subject to
the Fair Housing Act which
makes it illegal to advertise
“Any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or
national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”
Familial status includes
children under the age of 18
living with parents or legal
custodians; pregnant women
and people securing custody
of children under 18. This
newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.
To complain of discrimination
call HUD at 1(800)669-9777.
The toll free telephone
number for the hearing
impaired is 1(800)927-9275.

